
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



I THIS BOOK I 

@ Belongs to Rowleys @ 

iS CIRCULATING LIBRARY, (| 
g BDMONTOX. ^ 

^or the accommodation 6i fubfcribers pleaf« i 
to return chisa«ipon as read. 



^ *♦* Slalionarjfy Book-bindings ^c, jg 



t 



•^mmnmmmms^ 



^ 



'■!?i«^ 






THE 



SCHOOL FOR FATHERS; 



OR, THE 



VICTIM OF A CURSE. 



THE 

SCHOOL FOR FATHERS; 

OR, THE 

VICTIM OF A CURSE. 
A NOVEL. 

CONTAINING 

AUTHENTIC MEMOIRS and ANECDOTES, 

WITH 

HISTORICAL FACTS. 



VOL. m. 



LONDON: 
rriaMi frr G. G, J.ud J. ROBINSON, FalciHtn.IUir. 



THE 



SCHOOL FOR FATHERS. 



LETTER LI. 

Elwina to Alfred. 

YOUR fatisfaftion and mine, my AI- 
fred, are mutual. I feel all that 
true, that genuine happinefs, which you 
ftid would inevitably be the refult of aft- 
ing uprightly : I feel it in its utmoft- 
fenfe^ My father and mother have 
bound me to them by ftronger ties than 
even filial obedience -, by the fincereft love 
9id afFeftiop ! 
Vol. IIL B ^^^^ 
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May your excellent mofher Tiairc tlitf 
feficity of foon feeing the hapipinefs of her 
amiable fon made perfe£t here on earth ! 
I kpow her happinefs could rife no higher 
th^n by refleAing on his. I hope this 
uncle of yours is not quite a ftranger to 
your bloody and that^ with che wlK^e Of 
your fortune, he poflefTes a portion of the 
worth you derive from your father, 
Befides, I think it is only Tiis intcreft 
that you want, and that will not coft 
him much. I (hould hope, that what lit- 
tle our family has will be exerted in your 
favour. I know, my brother, if he chofe 
it, could afk Lord N— — , and has fome 
title to expcft a compliance : perhaps my 
father may prevail on him. But indeed, 
Alfred, I am fo very happy at prefent, that 
I can wait moft patiently, convinced that 
I may even to my life's end cherifh the 
image of the moft amiable of men by my 
father's indulgence. Am I not the 
happieft of the happy ? 

' 1 am 
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I am extremely forry for the mifappre- 
henfion of Mrs. M— — — , and will write 
khis day to apologize to her^ and^ if poflible^ 
regain her efteem^ for I Ihould be hurt 
very much to lofe it* I fhall ever regard 
herj if for no other caufe than that at her 
houfe I firft became acquainted with you« 
I almoft thmk fiie is offended^ becaufe Ihe 
thinks her great fagacity will be called in 
queftion^ which (he does not a little pique 
herfelf upon. But I fhall labour to make 
my peace^ and doubt not of fucccfs. I 
told my mother^ who really faw the pro- 
priety of not encumbering her with a 
fccrct. She commended the conduft of 
both, yours particularly, as (he fays few 
-men poflefs fuch delicacy as to confider 
how much they diftrefs and confufc a 
young "woman, to whom they are attached, 
by drawing the whole attention of the 
company upon her, in confequencc of a 
too particular fondnefs. 

I did not tell her how often you havt 
B 1 Mv^- 
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frightened me, when I have deteded you 
looking on oie fo intenfcly— Yet, I be- 
Jtcve, very few, if any, noticed your deux 
yeux. 

We are goin'g this evening to the pJayi 
my mother wifhed mc to accompany Ua- 
bella, and the reft of the bridal folk ; but 
:I have no.grcatjw/ for die fervice. I (hall 
'not be very much entertained, either by the 
•^jerformance, or the ^company I go wifh. 
jHow much rather had I»fit at hon>e read- 
ing old letters, or writing new ones, or 
^ven " meditating on my iaft night's vi- 
** fion/' which I fend you to interpret. 

' I dreamed I was wandering about fomc 
ftrange place all alone, nor did I know 
where I was going. At Iaft I faw a 
houfe, the fide of which feemed open, or, 
to exprefs myfelf more properly, it was the 
feftion of a room ; and at a diftancc from 
me was a bed, in whiph your mother was 
fitting upright She beckoned to me, and 

I ftrove 
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1 drove to get to her, but met with no- 
thing but frightful precipices and deep pits, 
which I was near falling into. After mak- 
ing many fruitlcfs eSbrts, I efpied my filler 
Matilda, who came up to me, and reach- 
ing out her hand, jed me by another path, 
which I had'not difcovered, into a beauti- 
ful garden, from whence I had ftill the 
fame view of your mother 5 but now faw 
abroad flight of fteps whichxeached to her. 
chamber--! afcended thefe fteps, and was 
received hj your motbei: with a fweet 
fmile> who taking my hand'obligcd me toi 
fit down by -her* What becaiuc of mjr 
fitter I know not ; but prefiflliSy i found 
myfelf feated at table with a large com* 
pony — You was next me, and ^^iBv>^n-: 
verfation was uncommonly fpnghcly>jafs waa^ 
that of the whole party. You faid, fpeakr 
ing of the impropriety of fome people's 
pronunciation, you had heard of a lady 
who declared her fondnefs for no|^ing, and, 
that her favourite books were Pope's Eyelids, 
and Oddities; on which another immedi* 



6 T H E S C H O O L 

ately afked her if (he did not likewife admire 
Demofthencs' Felicities ? The idea fee us 
all a laughing to fuch a degree^ that. I 
awakejgued by my own vociferation. 

Arc you Jofeph enough to explain this 
droll dream ? For my part 1 can fee no- 
thing it portends — only remember it was to 
your mother's bed, and not yours my 
£fter conduced mc. 

But I muft not be fooling away my time 
in fcribbling to you. If I do I fhall not 
get myfelf equipped for the fide box, 

I fhall foon have an opportunity of fend- 
ing you a piece of bride-cake to put under 
your head> that you may dream of your 
beloved. Mr. G— fets off for the circuit 
next week; and when he has helped to 
fave or condemn a few poor fellow crea- 
tures, he W\ haftcn to celebrate his nup- 
tials with his dear Ifabella. Her poor 
elder fitter mull dance barefoot ; poor girl \ 

Ihc 
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fl\e is much to be pitied, confidering all 
things— Don't you think fo, Alfred^ 

Indeed now I muft go, for Jenny is 

come to drefs my hair. So bonjour^ et bon 

/dr auffiy for I Ihall not have time to add 

to this* Adieu— ^yours moft truly for ever 

and even Amen* 

ELWINA. 



«^.<6i. 



LETTER LII. 
Elwina to Maria* 

TH E fun, my dear Maria, is rather 
ovcrcaft, which lately fhone fo bright 
in the hemifphere of your friend Elwina. 
However, I think my father will never be 
influenced to falfify his word, and, indeed, 
(hould he difcover fo much frailty, the 
breach in him cannot juftify a fimrilar con- 

B 4. ^\3&. 
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duA in me, and^ therefore, I am much 
cafier in that point than I otherwifc (hould 
be. But I have loft the flcnder hold I had 
in my brother*s love, 1 fee very plainly. 
He has taken it very ill of my father that 
he ihould be fo indulgent to a ridiculous 
attachment of a fiUy girl to a beggar : 
" For his part, he forefaw nothing but po* 
" verty and ruin in the profpcft, and he 
" (hould never encourage difobedience 
" and folly, by affording any maintenance 
^' to me, if I w as re d u ced to e v e r ia>gi:eax>. 
" exigencies/* My father did affume 
courage enough ta tell hiin,- *« That I had 
*^ promifed, and he knew he could rely on 
" my word, I would never mar^y Alfred 
♦' without his confent; andthatAlfredhimfelf 
*• had vowed never to receive my hand but 
*' as the gift of my father.'* This mode- 
rated his rage a little^ as he founded upon 
that aflTurance a hope of prevailing on my 
father to withhold his confent for ever, as 
no time is ftipulated for our union i and 
notwithftanding his diflike of the beggar^ 

* he 
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he knows him to be a man of too nice 
principles not to adhere to his engage^ 
ments. This fine fchemc I Ihould not 
have known but for IfabcUa; and I believe 
ihe let it efcape her quite by chance too. ^ 

She had (hewn me fomc very fine dia»- 
monds Mr. G » had prefented her with, 
^confiding of a pair of dreiTed car-rings, and 
three large ftars for the head. I admired 
them^ and congratulated her on her good 
fortune — I am fure without 'the fmalleft 
degree of envy, as you well know. 

** You might have had niuch finer/'* 
faid fhe, *' if you had not refufed Sir 
" Thomas K .*' 

« Poffibly fo,'' I anfwcred -, *' but when- 
•* ever I marry I fhall look more to tH* 

** man than the diamonds." 

> 

•* Yes., I^yve an40 Cottage is a pretty 
«* motto,, and living on air, as my brother 
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♦* fays, plcafantdiet, if repentance is not 
** too four a feucc to it.*' 



** Really, my brother is quite a wit. I 
^' wonder he has not made a longer fpeech 
** in the houfe than j^^ or nay. I think he 
^ would be as good an orator foon as Mr, 
^* Burke. But I fancy when he enters the 
^' pale of matrimony, he will think of lit* 
** tic clfe than the aggrandizement of his 
^< family j love will have a fmall ftiarc 
*' in ^e epgagemem.** 

" Love,** flie faid, ** was a very pretty 
*' ingredient, when direfted by prudence.*' 

" But there would have been neither 
** one or the other, Ifabella, in a marriage 
^< with Sir Thomas, lx)ve him I could 
^^ not \ nor would it have been prude/it to 
•^ marry a man of fuch libertine principles^, 
«< who, perhaps, would but part with his 
*•' miftrcfs the day before he married.** 

** Indeed, 
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«' Indeed, Elwina, your notions are fo 
^^ extremely delicate," and flic drawled out 
the four laft words, ** that in all probabl- 
" lity you will be forced to add to the lifter- 
*' hood of old maids* Though I fuppofe 
•* Alfred is immaculate." 

«^ Such as he is," I replied^ «* my father 
^* has allowed me to hope one day I fliall 
** be better able to judge of his merit," 

'^Aye, my brother fays, that was a 
^* very wife ftep indeed of him, and fully 
** proves he is in his dotage*** 

I felt my colour rife at this undutiful re-- 
fkftionfrom a fon fo highly favoured, to the 
prejxidtce of the reft of the family, I was 
forry afterwards, but I could not help fay- 
ing with a degree of acrimony, '^Though 
*' it hardly becomes me to repeat the dif-, 
" refpe6tful words of my brother, yet % 
*• muft fay the only inftance of dotage in 
*• my father, was that of making a gQlden^' 
B 6 ^^ ^^^> 
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^ calf, and cxpc&ing every one (hould 
•« worlhip it as he did." 

** Oh brave, my witty fitter ! Why,, my 
^ dear, when you die we fiiall have th6^ 
*' bookfelkrs quarrelling for the firft copy* 
** of your hons mots. I fwcar I never heard 
•^ any thing half fo clever and metaphori- 
«f cal as the golden calf J' 

As I have already faid, I was lorry my 
indignation (hould have thus vented itfdf, 
and I {hall have caufe to be more fo I dare 
fay, for Ifabella took the firft opport unity 
of repeating my fpeech to my brother ; 
which 1 was foon convinced of, for this 
night after fupper I made fome remark, 
which Mr. G— — noticed as a good thing: 
a gentleman prefent faid, " I have heard 
•* nothing elfe but good things from her all 
•^ the evening." 

^< Oh^ no,** cried my brother, with a 
j^ring fmile, " like Hudibras, 

«« (he 
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(he cannot ope 



«< Her mouth, but out there flies a trope. 

^^ You cannot imagine how very fmart 
^^ ihe is fometimesi and Ifabella fays fhe 
'< deals largely in metaphor.'* 

*' Ifabella miftakcs truth for metaphor 
'^fometimes, brother; but even truth 
*' fhould not be fpoken at all tinies." 

It is plain from this^ my dear Maria^ 
I fhall have fomething more to combat 
than mqgliif waiting. But all this I keep 
to myfelf, trufting in the natural, or rather 
acquired politenefs of the gentleman of the 
family^ for Alfred^s being treated with de- 
cency at ieaft whenever he comes. 

My brother can fmile and bow, and bow 
and fmile, at the fame time that he wiihes 
you a hundred miles off*. He is quite a 
couVtier in the moft emphatic fenfe of 
the word. Alfred docs not quite read his^ 
6 c\v^\^&x\ 
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charaftcr at prefent ; and I hope he will 
never have occafion to be gtiarded againft 
it. Nothing but the apprehenfion of his 
fuffcring danger from the pride and malevo- 
lence of his difpofition, (hall ever urge me 
to difclofe it, even to the man I love bet- 
ter than myfelf. But Clodio muft think 
me a ftock or a ftone, not to be a little 
moved when I hear him fay, with that fu- 
pcrcilious air you are fo well acquainted 
with : " What, he again ! he lives here, I 
« think/^ 

*' No, no," my too gentle fatjj^r fays, 
« not fo, my fon ; it is above a week fmcc 
•« he was here." 

And, indeed, he never comes more than 
once a week, and very often then only 
ftays an hour or two. He has parted with 
his fwcct horfe — I was really much hurt at 
it on feveral accounts. He now always 
walks to town and back again> which 
grieves me, both from his being fatigued, 

and 
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and that I have lefs of his companyi 
as more time is taken up in coming 
.and going on foot than on horfe-back. 
Another reafon is^ that I know the poor 
creature will not have fo good a mailer. 
How would he follow hiifi with his eyes, 
and turn his head at the found of his voice ! 
I do believe the animal would know hini 
at any diftance of time. He affurcs me thtf 
gentleman to whom he fold him will be 
very careful, and fuffer no one to ride him 
but himfelf ; and added, if he could not 
rely on his being well ufed, he would have 
ihot him before he would have parted 
with him* But I cannot help thinking he 
had a particular aiFcfbion for my dear AK 
fred, and it was really mutual* 

My brother need not be fo much dif- 
plcafed, for he very feldom meets him j 
a circumftance I never fail to rejoice at» 
i am fure their minds arc not congenial. 
This morning Clodio came home from the 
• Houfe while we were at breakfaft, took a 
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bafon of tea» and wfcnt to bed — rofcat five, 
and went down to the houfe about Hz, to 
pafs the night there as ufuaU As Garrick 
faidji 

M/ (fomitry caflsy and z— -ds I'll do my beft. 

So it is all for the good of our country 
—but what domeftic men do thefe make ? 
Oh, defend me from fuch a hufband ; yet 
fuch a one I (hould have had in Sir Tho-» 

mas K , who is obliged ftill more thaa 

my brother to fupport the miniftcn 

We entertain fome hopes of Mr. Har«» 
ley (Alfred's uncle) being able to do 
fomething) willing I (hould fay ; he has 
the power, if he has the inclination like- 
wife. But alas, thefe two principles fel- 
dom are united. 

Adieu, ^y deareft Maria;, accept my 
tendereft love and good wifhes. I am ever 

E L W I N A. 
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LETTER LIIL 

EtwtNA TO Maria* 

WE are furrounded with all the para-^ 
pbernalia formy fiftet's approaching, 
nuptials^ and in opdcc to make me keep 
tokrMt pace with the bride in point of 
appearance^ my dear father has prefented 
me with an hundred pound bank note. 
How happy I am hehaa done fo ! Rather 
thanr lay out the fum in any article of 
finery, I fhall not break it, having cafh; 
enough by me for any little fupcrnumcrary 
ornaments I may Want j and (hall lay the 
note up carefully to pyrchafe forte furni- 
ture by and by. You cannot thing how 
notable I am grown-^— I am working a car-'^ 
per, and have planned chairs to anfwer it.v 
Oh, at the rate I go on, I (hall half fur- 
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nilh my houfe by Chriftmas, and in an 
elegant ftyle too, I affurc you. 



I never was extravagant^ but I Ihall now 
begin to abridge myfelf of many unnecef- 
fary articles, to add to the fund. In my 
mind's eye, I have arranged my houfe- 
hold, and, oh, how delighted have I been, 
till ] awakened from my vijionary emploj^-i-'* 
ment ! I fear fometimes I am only ereft*. 
ing caftles in the air, to be blown down 
with a breath j yet the bufinefs affords me 
much pleafure too, and makes my work 
go cheerly on, when I anticipate the hours 
of happincfs I may enjoy tete-i-tite with 
fny amiable Alfred feated on this fame car- 
pet. It is thus, my Maria^ I amufe myfelf. 

And ftrive what yet remains behind 
Of loitVing time to cheat. 

Which furely is not illaudable, as by fuch 
means I have recovered much of my 

vivacity. 
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vivacity, which you feared I was in danger 
of lofing. 

Heartily glad /hall I be when our folks 
are married, as then I (hall be miftrefs of 
more time, and, confequently, can devote 
whole days to my new employment j for 
now there is nothing but gadding abroad, 
and to public places that its fuiu me not* 
l^ut when Ifabella has goc other compa* 
nions, I fhall bid adieu to the play, the 
opera, Almack's, and a long et cetera of 
public amufements; by*which I fhall lay in 
a flock of health, and favc my money, 
two very ncccflfary ingredients for my well 
doing. 

Health, peace, and competenct^ 

How comprehenfive ! My dear Maria, I 
am convinced you wifli them in their f\jU 
extent to your faithful 

ELWINA. 
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Lr2£D =**d^t±ff aocrdayhe 
iw ft :r.zJi sxTTTffS-.rarr tcrcrtife- 

<< The ftnj gddtcsu hftvizg three dioo- 
<< ux^d pounds to fpair, kad aav a good 
<^ oppoTTjnity of iniproving it to iix tirnca 
<< as much. The money might rcir^iia 
" with their own banker till the a^air 
*< Ihould be concluded — ^Nonc but prin- 
<«cipal8 would be ueated with;'' with 
the ufual affurancc of fccrccy, &c. and 
fl)0cludcd with where any one deiirous of 
further information might apply. As the 
fum, to ufe the words of poor General 

B 9 ."^*s within the fcalc of his 

« X^cnh and naturally fuppofmg it was 

intended 
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intended for a douceur for the appointment 
of fome lucrative place, Alfred was de- 
termined to make fome further inquiry 
about it. He w^nt to the rendezvousj and 
there faw a grave-looking old gentleman, 
who feemed quite pleafed at being addref- 
/ed by a perfon of Alfred's appearance, 
^pf courfe they foOn entered on bufinefs, 
,and which the advertifer doubted not 
would be agreeable to all parties, and 
fpecdily accpmpliflied. On Alfred's rc- 
^qucfting to be more particularly inftru6ked 
in the nature of the fubjeft they met upon, 
the old man faid, " I prefume. Sir, you 
" underftand there is a lady in the cafe ?" 
Alfred declared it was immaterial to hun 
with whom he was to negociate ; the mo- 
ney was now ready, and fliould be tranf- 
ferrcd in three hours if it was wanted* 

** You feem a very pretty young gentle- 
*' man," replied the other, ** andmy.em- 
** ployer will be very happy to difpofe of 
*^ his charge fo well.*' 
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In fhort, Alfred foan difcovcred, that 
by bribing a guardian he might marry a 
young girl of feventeen with twenty tJiou- 
fand pounds. He afiured the agent that a 
compliance of that fort was out of hh 
power, he having no thoughts of matri- 
mony in fuch a line^ therefore, there was 
an end of the treaty. He came immediately 
to me, heartilydifappointed, and equally 
enraged againft the villainy of fuch a guar- 
dian. I urged him to make fome farther in- 
quiry into this iniquitous tranfa£lion ; and as 
he (laid all night in town, he went the next 
morning, where he was informed the agent 
had completed his bufinefs, having met 
with a gentleman, not an hour after he 
had left him, who had accepted the ofFer 
^ with joy. How happy fhould I have been 
could this infamous principal have receiv- 
ed fome punifhment, or even deteftion ! 
Well, I believe they will marry Alfred 
amongft them fome how or other, or at 
leafl; he is to have no preferment without 
matrimony being thejauce to it. At laft his 
3 dear 
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dear mother has had a letter " from her 
«^ very afFeftionate brother-in-law," as he 
figns himfelf. He tells her he has it in his 
power to advance the fortune of his nephew, 
in a way he hopes the young man can- 
not objeft to : and then proceeds to de- 
Icribe a lady, who will have an immcnfc 
fortune, and who has great pofTcilions al- 
ready. From the ftyle of the letter I 
immediately faw through it, and at my 
requeft Alfred wrote an anfwer rather in- 
clining to acquiefcence, and it proves as I 
thought. The lady wants to be married 
in great hafte ; lefty as an old author fays, 
Jhe Jhould have a child for her cradle y before 
fhe has an hufband for her bed. Here is a 
provident uncle for you ! Indeed he knows 
not Alfred, and, perhaps, thinks his foul 
as bafe as his own. The lady is the 
daughter of a baronet ; we all knew what 
fte was as foon as her name was mention- 
ed. This is not the firft accident fhe has 
met with in confequtnce of an illicit in- 
trigue with a near rclatio^n. 
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To a man of Alfred's principles, ftarv- 
. ing, or the woi-ft of deaths, would be pre- 
ferable to even accepting an independence 
from one who has dared to think fo meanly of 
him.. He has written him a letter, of which 
I took a copy, and wrll one dayihew it to 
you. If the wretch has not the moft cal- 
lous heart in the world, I think it will 
lling him through and through. So that 
hold has given way i and .now we muft 
look out for fome other, whereby to hang 
our hopes on for a little while, to prove, 
I fear, that the offspring of hope is ^j/ip- 
f ointment. 

I am forry to fee thefc repeated pei-verfe 
circumftances have an alarming eflPedt on 
Mrs. Harley. She is equally fanguino 
with her fon, but fhe bears not the fruftra- 
tion of her hopes with the philofophy fhe 
ufed to do at a much earlier age. Her 
mind lofes daily muchof that'elaftic tone 
firmnefs, which makes us naturally 
forward to fome future hope and 

expec- 
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expeftation. Heaven prolong her life, and 
add tx)rits comforts as the Jikelieft means : ihe 
declares (he wifhes for life more than ever, 
as on that circumftance depends now more 
than half Alfred^s income. At her death 
he will have nothing but his poor three 
thoufand pounds, which 'he was fo eager 
to lay out to good advantage lately. 

I think of'this unfortunate facrific^ to 
the villainy of* her guardian' with a con- 
ftant concern. I telJ Alfred I fancy his 
uncle mull be the man. I^fhould.bq hap-i 
py to la?ow there were not two fiich cha- 
radersHa the woriHi : I::!- i 



Had my Alfred been difengaged, he 
might have purfued the bufinefs,' ind ex- 
tricated the poor damfel fix)m the. h^lfc 
handsiof -worfe^tKaiia gianti who hasrfcept; 
her in^thraili only, to deliver her to,' per^^ 

haps^aworfewretBh than'hifnffff* Ilhatt 
ever regret not fcarching)into'.the bufincfi 
diredtly.;, but ;my^ Alfred. fiottdingih^Jiopca 
; Vo^M III. C w^x- 
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OVjSrfet^ thought at that ihonoeat of up- 
ihing but communicating his difappotnt* 
YQcnt to one vrho was fo much intcrefted 
in his fucceis. 

There is another thing too, which you 
will allow fufficient to make me uneafy* I 
fee Alfred chagrined at being, thus con- 
fined to a life of idlenefs, without any purfuit ; 
yet he carries it off with as much hilarity 
as poflible, to fave his mother from feei- 
img anguiih. But it is deplorable for a 
man jufl: turned of twenty-four to be con-* 
demned to vegetate in a litdc viilage^ and 
perhaps be called an idle young fellow, 
who might do fomething for his living* 

That ifJea of every one's being ;able to 
dofomcibing j& very fprevalent, and eafily 
adopted; but the greateft difficulty is be- i 
ing able to find fomething to do. A.man 
who can dig, or is not afliamed to b%,,may 
fometimes find employment for both his 
talents 5 but a man trained up, and edu« 

cated 
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c^ted as Alfred has been^ cannot fo readily 
,firi4 afuiuble eftablilbmenu . He had. the 
other day an offer of going abroad, with 
two young men, the fons of I^ord ■ » ^ 
as their travelling tutor. But what a life 
.i3 that ! — The real bear-leader is a much 
happier (and as tutors are looked on in 
generali a much more refpedtable) beings 
if he has a tafte for the noble fciences of 
mufic and dancing. No, I would not 
confent to that expedient, of being Jcept 
from ftaryin^ ,* nor would he, J am con- 
vinced. A moft unthankful office, indeed, 
and rewarded (mo& commonly as it dc- 
fcrves) withneglca> if not contempt. 

All my comfort is, we have a large field 
to look over, and fomething may ftart to- 
morrowy if we are out of luck to-day. So 
" Courage, mes files T <* The world is all 
<< before us, where to choofe/',aad we may 
pick here and there ; no danger of not 
finding (bme herb to keep us from quite 
pcrilhing^ 

C a ^.o^v^x 
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A quiet cottage^ with an income that 
would allow us fomething to fpare to the 
Hill more indigent than ourfelves> would^ 
with Alfred, be all my unafpiring heart 
could wifti for. *' Elegant retirement and 
" poetic eafe/' is fung forth by all the 
lovers of the mufes. In fuch a fituation^ 
I have no idea of being tired or dull. We 
each of us have had an education that 
would furnifh out a fund of employment 
for our hands and heads. Mufic, draw- 
ing, reading, working — Oh, we fliould 
never be tired — never find the day too 
long. I do not fay I Ihould be happy to 
fip nothing elfc than the clear bubbling 
brook, which echoed to our vows of love 
and conftancyi or that the herbs of the 
field, over which we " tripped ^th light 
«* fantaftic toe," or the berries of the 
hedges, would be fufficient food ; the arch 
of heaven our canopy, and the fi-agrant 
earth our bed,- — ^This is too romantic, and I 
could never picture happinefs in the mad- 
deft of my hours in fuch <* a wildernefs 

" of 
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** of woe." Yet I do think love in a cot- 
tage, provided the cabin was convenient, 
with a plan of oeconomy, which I could 
eafily reduce to praftice, would be pro- 
diiftive of the utmoft felicity to two per- 
fons of a[ right turn of mind. I hate forms 
and ceremonies, and I fee how heavily 
they fit on thofc who are obliged to pra&ife 
them. What a flavifh fatiguing life is 
that of a fine lady 1 half the day is ipent 
in ftriving to recruit for the cxcefles and 
extravagance of the other half; vapoured 
all the morning, and rioting all the night*- is 
not this one of the worft kinds of fuicide 
—killing ourfelves by inches ? Oh, my . 
dear Maria, your friend was never call in 
fqch a mould. I hate it. How readily 
would I fly from the contagion for cVer to 
love and a cottage ! — Adieu. 

I am ever yours, 

ELWINtA. 



^^^-t- 
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LETTER LV. 
. Elwina to Alfred. 

OU R dear Maria has fuftaincd a very 
heavy lofs in the death of Mrs. 
N , her aunt, who refidcd with her 
father and felf. She was an excellent wo- 
nun, and much beloVed by our anciiablc 
frrctid, who flncerely laments her, in a let- 
let 1 yefterday received from her. Wh^r 
Ihc had been able to fave from not a very' 
liberal jointure^ (he has left to Maria* 
But as (he pkthetically fays, " ail the gobdr 
«* that fortune bad bcftowed on her, I Tiad 
"the free enjoyment of while' it wasiieh, 
«« The being poffcCCot of all (he cpuldbe- 
•* flow, is now embittered by the reflec- 
*^ tion that I have loft her for ever — (he 
*^ wa(S a kind benevolent friend, and a 
" fweet companion to my dear father, 
** who has now only poor Maria to fuftain 
** his infirm age. My beloved aunt a jflift' 

*^ ed 



FOR FATHERS. 31 

** cd me cheerfully in the plcafing talk 
•«of ftriving to make an old man forget 
«« his better days, and beguile the hours of 
«^ indigence withfmiles/* 

. I feel moft fcnfiblyy my dear Alfred^ 
thediftrefe of Maria,^ and' writ certainly 
go to her foon as poflible. Does Ihe not 
defervc fomc facrifice, and am I not going 
to make her a great one ? — for I fear I Ihall* 
mifs the happinefs of feeing; you. Virtue- 
js its own rewfirdy it-is-faid; but yowi 
might lend a helping hand towards : doing; 
that good office yourfclf. Can.yoa.noc: 
contrive to come and fympathtie with your 
£lwinaj in the fwect cmpioyment of dry- 
ing Marra'is tears. And yet how caa it 
be done ^thout fatigue^ and difficulty 'to 
your dear felf? No, I will not cxpedt it-^ 
It would be too much. 

I think the charaftcr of Maria never 
rifes higher in my cftecm than when I con- 
template her fuppc»ting. her fpiritt. fo; 
C 4 ^tfiOc^-, 
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nobly, and adminiftering comforts to her 
beloved father, who by a too implicit faith 
in the honour of another, has totally 
ruined his child's profpeds. He was once * 
poffefled of an affluent fortune, and Maria 
his declared heir, having no other children. 
It is but a very few years fincc he was 
prevailed on to become bound for a de- 
;figning wretch, who drew him in to fet his 
name to papers, after having altered the 
bonds to a jmuch larger fum ; by which 
he got great credit, and ama0ed a con-, 
fiderable fortune, for which he rewarded 
his friend's credulity, by abfconding to; 
America, the place of his birth, and 
leaving him to the mercy of his ingenfed 
creditors, who all catne upon him at once, 
loudly demanding their, duesirom him. 
Half diftrafted at the difcovery of a vil- 
lain he never once fufpefted,: he gave up 
the whole of his fortune to a fet of rapa- 
cious harpies, who, after dividing and 
fubdividing it as they thought fit, left him 
a bare fubfiftcnce, only an annuity of three 

hundred 



FOR FATHERS- 33 

hundred a year for his life, and at his 
death one hundred per ann. for Maria. 

It was a fatal precipitancy in the injured 
old gentleman to give up his fortune and 
eflfefts : had he called his friends about 
him, fome better meafures would have 
been adopted, for it is much fufpeftcd, 
even the principal creditors, and the real 
contractor of the debts, divided the pil- 
lage of his fortune amongft them. The 
confequence was very dreadful, and for 
fome time he was totally deprived of his 
fenfes. My charming friend behaved like 
an angel on this trying occafion, and Hea- 
ven gave her ftrength to combat the hea- 
vieft of afflictions, to foothe and comfort 
her father. She had been addrelFed by 
a young man of rank and fortune, to- 
whom (he was very rnuch attached; but 
the failure of her* expeftations from her * 
father's lofles, put an entire (top to the 
match, which had been in fome degree of' 
forwardncfs. The family of heh loycr* 
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broke it off in a manner, that left in her 
bofom no other fentiment than that of the 
utmoft contempt. He endeavoured to 
palliate the rude and illiberal conduA of 
his parents > and when (he affured him fhe 
feparated him from them in her own idea^ 
he availed himfelf of this tender confeffion 
to ftrive to draw her into an engagement 
injurious to her fame and honour. This 
lad outrage reftored peace to her bofom at 
once. A perfeft indifference foon fucceed- 
ed to an affedlion fo ill-placed, and, I be* 
Ifeve, her heart has never fmce felt any 
paffion but friendfliip. 

. At laft, after many months, her dear 
father recovered the ufe of his fcnfes ; but 
he continued ill a long time* A phyflcian 
recommended the waters of Barege as 

the bcftreftorative^andMrs. N , then 

newly become a widow^ joined her little 
ftock to theirs, and they fct off cfireftly for 
thofe falubrious i^rings. . They paffed 
two feafons there, by which I think he will 
live many years with comfort. 

Mt^% 
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Mrs. N— has left two thoufand 
pounds to Maria, which, though not a- 
great, is a comfortable addition to her 
little income. And Ihe has the gencrofity 
to fay Ihe flialt take the carlicft opportuni- 
ty of making her will in favour of me,, 
and my children, if ever I fliould have any* 

I fhall ftay with her but a few days, as 
on Tuefday in Eafter week Ifabella quits, 
her father's houfe for a hu/band's, and my 
company at the wedding could not be dif-- 
jpenfed with. However, I am not to go 
into the country with the new-married folks,. 
My brothers accompany them,, and Mr. 
G — — 's fifter. 

I hope Mrs. M— ■ has convinced you 
Ifae is appeafed at laft, and is as cordial as 
ever. I Ihould^ think it particularly well 
behaved in her, if Ihe would a(k me to 
Tpend a week, or two at L before I go 

for the fummer to H ^/ But I muft 

not look forward to that hope, as I think 
C 6 \!t. 
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k very likely ipy father would objcft to 
the propofition, and perhaps it would not 
be right. Thefe Arc little trials, my amia- 
ble Alfred, wemuftfubmit patiently to, 
to fit us for the happinefs we promife our- 
felvcs^. ir^jpne-da^y having it in our power 
to pafs.pur lives together. Now and then 
a neceflary acquiefcence to the will of 
others, not intircly conformable with our 
inclinations, will make us eafily bear the 
natural frailties of human nature, and be 
more indulgent to the little foibles a nearer 
intimacy nriay difclofe to us in each other. 
'* To bear, and forbear,'* is not a bad 
tripttq, and a iifeful leflbn may be learnt 
from" it. * But, <^ the pleafure of pleaf- 
^'ing," is my favourite definition of a 
tender affedion. May wp never loft the 
delight that' bellowing hapjpinefs derives 
to the. giver, and then I, think we fhall 
continue, to ple^e* for our own fakes, if 
we.had\npt a more laudable motive. 
AdieUj nny, dear Alfred i I am moft faith- 
fully your own , 
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' [^Maria would not have placed this letter 
in the colleHion offered to the public^ as jhe 
felt herjelf Sufficiently gratified by the integrity 
of her own hearty and the private eulogium 
of her beloved friend. But the farcafms 
thrown on her by the family of Ehvina, made 
it neceffary to do thisjuftice to her cbaraHer^ 
both to clear, it of the illiberal odium y as well 
as to give every letter written by Elwind, as 
fhe pledged berjelf to doJ\ 



LETTER LVI. 

Alfred to Elwina. 

I A M determined not \ %o leavic ; poor 
virtue to the contingent chance of re- 
warding itfelf, when it is in my power to 
have the fupreme happinefs of dilpenfing 
the reward, Mr. W—— • goes yp to tofwn 
o;i. Wednefday very early, on particular * 
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bufinefs -, and^ fttU bctteri has promifed me 
a bed at his houfe in Lincoln*s-In(r*Fields. 
I can be with my beloved Elwina by ted 
o'clock in the morning, and you^ may be 
furc I (hall not leave the village of H— 
till late in the evening s fo that L (hall 
have many charming hours with you, and 
our excellent friend Maria, to vdiom I 
offer my fincere regard, and fympathy in 
her griefs, which it (hall be my tender care» 
joined to that of my loved Elwina^ to 
hu(h into peace. Tell her how much I 
thank her for her kind provifion for our 
progeny. I muft certainly come in for 
my (hare, Elwina, of jour children. But 
I echo the wi(h of my dear future com- 
panion, and hope our Maria will live long 
enough to fee our children's children pro- 
vided for. What a pleafing addition to 
our little houfehold would be fuch a friend 
as Maria ! Ob, when will that happy time 
arrive— that period which my foul even 
iickens for, when we (hall indeed be '* all 
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<f to * each other'' in die moft enlarged 
fehfe ? What fcenes of endiels delight do 
I frequently pi6hjre to myfelf when our 
xmion is made pcrfcft. Yet I do not ro- 
mantically think all our paths are to be 
ftrewed with ever-blooming floWcrs. I 
allow for the little draw-backsi which wil]> 
in fpite of the foft delirium^ convince us 
we are the fon and daughter of Adam. 
But with ^^8 to fweeten the common ills 
of life— Oh, how cafiiy they may be 
bome ! — I fliall only feel for my Elwina, 
left the tafk of fuftainihg thofe evils fhould 
affedt her too much. 

And yctj my fweeteft friend, you fliall 
know all my weaknefs, — ^Though I fcek not 
or wi(h for affluence — ^I dread no ftate but 
that of poventy. I can live without the 
fuperfluities of life; but there are ibme 
certain little enjoyments that I could nei* 
[ ther difpenfe with in myfelf, nor fee you 
(who are mueh dearer to me than myfelf) 
deprived of, without the ftvereft: pangs, 
becaufc I VMJ catt thenv^m \»x^-tv^\. 
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You have now a fervaht to yourfelf, a 
carriage, and a. table of elegancies. We 
may fay, a perfon is. quite happy without.^ 
. thefe externals, and .indeed without the 
two laft they may do. better. than to give 
up the firft. But by what right do I draw : 
you away ^ from fuch a ftate^ to place you 
in comparative indigence ? That you ; 
would fubmit to thefe abridgments, in order - 
to make me bleft, is a proof of your excel- «' 
lence i but leaves that principle far behind,. * 
if not quite out of my charafter, (hould 
I, to gratify my affeftion, expofe you to : 
all the confequent diffigultiesof a. too lU; 
mited fortune. It is thefe refledions, my 
Elwina, that burft upon my too lively 
fancy, and tell me I am feeking to injure - 
her whom I love. Why have I not a-v 
kingdom to.beftdwon my Elwina? Why • 
am I deprived: of tlie moft exquifite de- - 
light, that of flicwing. to the world- bow 
dear ftie is to me? Dear lovely Elwina ; 
never was woman dearer- to man ^ than ' 
thou art to me I. White 'this fonai^times fad 
heart beats^k wiil be thi;he> and. thine ^lone ■ 
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LETTER LVII. 

Elwina to Alfred. 

I DENY your pofition, both major 
and minor^ as the logicians fay. I 
have not a fefvant intircly to myfelf, for 
(he dreffes Ifabclla as well as me.— Falfe- 
hood the firft. — ^And that a fervant in that 
line is neceffary to my happinefs, • I deny 
with both hands ; the very hands that 
drefled my hair, when I firft became ac-^ 
quainted with a certain youthful fceptic, 
who will not believe people can be happy 
without a thoufand filly parades. In my 
faultlefs form did you perceive any thing 
wanting ? And when I (hall have the hap- 
pinefs of drefling for the eyes of Alfred 
alone — Oh, I (hall adorn myfelf comme 
une ange I As to your table of delicacies, 
one would think you meant to affront my 
father for having lived in the city. I do 
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aflure you, fir, he never was even a carxi^ 
mon council-man. 

Whenever I marrjr, I hope to live in 
the country, and then I Ihall not want a 
coach— an humble gig will content me, 
and I do think we might arrive at that 
piece of luxury, if we had fome land to 
pur houfe, which would maintain our 
horfes i for I really have that kind of 
ambition about me, that I ihould like om 
out-rider In ovsjuite. 

■ I remember once feeing the fwcttcft 
littld fpot in the world, long before my ac- 
qtjfiintance with you gave me a hrgher tafte 
for rural felicity; yet I could not pals it 
without feeling an extreme intereft in it i 
nor could I quit it without faying, «« How 
♦* happily would my life pafs with a man 
*' of fimilar difpofition in this charming 
^^ retirement ! Here I would place my 
^< harpfichord ; in that recefs, my fimplc 
*' fideboard ; here my books fhould find 
^* room, and thofe whited walls I would 

'« adora 
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^* adorn with my drawings. Near this 
" purling ftrcam I would make an arbour 
*« of woodbine and jeffaiiiine, ftill more 
^* perfumed with the blufhing rofe. Under 
^^ that Ipreading elm, when it fuited mc 
•^ to dine on cold meats, would I make 
*« the rcpaft. A neat garden fliould fup- 
" ply the fallad, and a cheering glafs of 
" currant wine." I feel myfclf too much 
piqued now to tell you how often in thofe 
filly hoursy when even- the moft fober fe- 
male wanders in the flowery fields of 
fancy, I have painted the rational realiza- 
tion of a fcene of rural happinefs, which 
afie£fced me with fo much delight when not 
more than eighteen. But Alfred iar made 
for the world | it is. pity that the world is 
not made for him. I fliould, however, be a 
very unfuitable partner on the throne of the 
kingdom you wiflied for. I fancy I fliould 
be like the cat turned into the lady. Na- 
ture would foon difcover itfclf. Alfred, I 
•w^ili venture to fay it, becaufe my refolu- 
tion is now fixed, never to be yours till 

1 CViX 
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our circumftanccs may preclodc cvciy* 
dreadful idea of poverty (which you know> ' 
like wealth, or even happincfs, is compara- 
tive), that I know of no fituation which V 
would not embrace that would give me the 
chance of paffing my life with you, pro-' 
vided you had the fame kind of afFe6bioA 
for me, I feel I poffcfs for you. But as 
for your royal doings, I give you leave to 
have as many wives and concubines as the 
great Solomon himfelf, with all my heart . 
and foul j as for me, 

** I would not queen it" for the world. 

To be the wife of Alfred would be the 
delight, the happinefs of my life — plain 
Alfred — King Alfred muftwoo another kind 
of mate. His pomp, his pageantry would 
be difclaimed and rejedted byELWIN A. 
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Aljfred to Elwina. 
HARDLY gave myfelf time to 
read your letter with attention, ere I 

fee 
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fet d(F to lay imffelfy and recantation of 
:rtny heretical errors^ at your feet. I bribed 
.one of the coachmen 'to let me drive his 
-horfes (1 believe the paflcngers were ne- 
ver fo wdl driven in their lives), fo eager 
-was your Alfred (will ySou not allow me 
,ta ufe that expreffion?) to prqve to his 
£ver dear Elwina that fhe haa conquered. 

I dcferved forae puni(hment, and I have 
had it; for when lairivcd in Bedford^- 
fquare I found you had fct out for H 
an hour befojEC, * Elwina was gone, and I 
felt I had np bufinefs there ; and le%^ng 
a compliment for the family, I polled 
away to the Bedford Arms CofFee-houfe, 
where I am writing and retrafting all I 
faid in my former letter. I will be with 
you on Wednefday. The very forming 
the letters which compofe that word, re- 
minds me of that dear JVednefday^ when 
my Elwina fwcetly pronounced forgivcdefs 
to the prefumptuous Alfred. Ah, may 
not the penitent Alfred look forward to 
4 a repe* 
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a repetition of lenity i Let me in 'pity to 
my feelings have a letter irom 3roii $ .it 
may reach me on Tueftiay at fartheft. 
Doubt every thing but my love^. my un- 
changeable love for my Elwina I I would 
have made the beft of my waytc^ H*— - 
after you $ but that I came from L.. r ■ t, 
without apprizing my mother of my-in*. 
tention ; and (he would have had a thou* 
(and unquiet minutes, as I could not get 
i>ack till late at night. 

Do not think your arrows pierced kfs 
deep for being ornamented with flowers ; 
I may truly adopt the lines of Prior to 
them : 

Th' adorning them with fo much art 

Was but a barbarous fkill ; 
Twas like the pois'ning of a dart, 

Too apt before to kill. 

Oh, my fweeteft girl, that we cpuW 
realize the fcenes your elegant fancy has 
drawn in fuch bewitching colours ! Thy 

Alfred 
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Alfred has not been behifld^haad- It was 

his humility that dared not think hedc« 

ferved> ib' great a faciifice. I will Abdicate 

my throne to live the life of love^ of rea<> 

fonand jphiloii^y . wi^fa ElwifUL In ihort, 

any life (he choofe^^ for without herithere is 

no happinels^ no/comfortj no peace for her 

ever faithful anddevotied 

ALFRED. 
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^LWINA TO AlFABP. 

NO, Alfred, / am not .a man $k^t I 
Jhould repent \ but a wonua who Aids 
no difficulty in keeping the refblution ihe 
once has had the ftrength to form. A 
t4me may come when I may acknipwiedge 
you »rc right 5 at prdcnt, I can only &y, 
you are fuperior to me in the article of 
prudence. I think I beat you a bar's 
length in love ftilli but of that hereafter* 
I (hall not blu(h at finding myfelf outdone 
there tbo«*-The man fhould always give 

chelead. . . 

You 
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• You may come on Wcdnefday; Mmz 
y^ill be your advocate. I would not oblige 
her to condemn you unheard^ £o I brought 
your letter, not to plead your caufe, but 
to juftify my condemnation. She is a 
good creature ; befides, to tell you : the 
truth, it is rather 'in her own ftyle of co- 
louring J for I can Ihew you a letter ftom 
her that was near breaking my heart, be- 
caufe it awakened me too fuddcnly ftoni 
one of thofe pretty day dreams yoO found 
me fo deeply engaged in : that was, how- 
ever, a long time fince ; and I ftill went 
dreaming on. 

Your are *' proud of heart," like poor 
mad Tom, or you would not have di(^: 
dained to have been driven to town, in- 
ilead of taking the whip. I think you 
were very fortunate if you had not a fhower, 

for it rained when I fet off for H •— . 

I ftiould be forry your health flipuld fuf-. 
fer fpr the* errors of your mind, and hope. 
you have not got a cold. I never wifll 
you- to feel thofe kind of fympathics with- 

me. 
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mt. . I have be^ quiccdirorddrcd^ by that 
almoft univ^rial complaint^ Jbiit am ootr 
getcing bcttei^* 

I aittt .^Ud itbcrc b^tiiTic enough tt» 
iettle jQiir -jdifferenccs before wc \frcet* 
Heaven knows that clrcuinftanee hapq>cns 
To feldoni) that we had not need fpend our 
time in quarrelling. So I forgive you, 
Alfred, though I own you mud be Very 
civil and oJbfcrvant, before I forget it; 
not that my wrath ismuchki^Kllcd againft 
you neither J you own your fault, and arc 
iikcly enough to be punillied for it: it 
was an error ii? judgment \ and we are not 
wife at all times^ Yoti fee how fententious 
you have madome. 

But let us change th!s fubjeft for a bet*, 
ter, though not a more che^'erful one — my 
dear Maria. I found her full of affliftion, 
and I united the tears of friendfhip with 
thofe of duty. Mrs. N-— 's death is much 
to be lamented; while (he lived, our 
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Maria could, now and then, have varied 
^lier life by little abfences from home ; but 

now, I dare fay, flic will never be prevailed 

on to leave her father. How happy then 
aim r(fince, moft hkely, I ftiall have 

many years to refide at H ) that 

rthey havfc fixed their refidence there : it is 

truly a moft fortunate circumftance in my 
.favour. 

Maria requefts me to give her love to 
you, and to aflTure you your company will be 
very acceptable to her. Her father unites 
in the fame compliment. And now what 
fliall I fay ? Nothing ! " Nothing can 
^* come of nothing," as old Lear fays. In 
fhort, I can fay no more than I have faid 
a thoufand times, that 

I am yours, 

ELWINA^ 



LET 
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LETTER LX. 
Alfred to Elwina. 

I HARDLY think my peace is yet 
made. Indeed, my Elwina, I fee 
plainly you are inexorable. ** But Maria 
*« is my advocate/' Kind Maria ! And 
yet, I fear, though unintentionally, (he has 
irritated my charming judge againft me> 
for if fhe has laboured to prove me guilt- 
lefs, (he deprives you of that triumph of 
'tenderncfs, extending mercy to a criminal 
She fhould rather, as I have done myfclf, 
throw me on the clemency of the court, 
and tell you I fubmit to any punifliment 
you can inflitft ; any thing, but fucli 
fevere reproofs as you couch in words, 
that take ^pon them die properties of 
D % daggers. 
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daggers. Oh ! my dear, may the con- 
teft never be decided, which of us loves 
the other the beft ! And never will I dif- 
turb a dream of my Elwina's again, till I 
can awaken her to real rapture and happi-^ 
ncfs ! 

To be fare I could not feel your cruel 
meaning, when you congratulate yourfelf 

on Maria's living at H . — , ** where in 

*' all likelihood you are deftined to re- 
^^ main many years.'* You did not mean 
to wound me to the foul in that fentence. 
But I have offended, and mufl: fubmit to 
my lovely tyrant, and «^ kifs the rod." I 
hope you will allow me to kifs the hand 
which dealt the blowj that dear hand, 
that you once faid was/acred to Alfreds 

You will get this to night, and may 
my friendly genius vifit you in " airy 
•* dreams," and plead the caufe of love 
and Alfred ! No, indeed ^ fo feldom as we 
meet, wi? ought not to wafte the precious 

hours 
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hours in wrangling. Heaven forbid we 
Ihould ever find that niethod neceflary to 
fill up the time 1 And yet this kind of 
papcr-v;ork may not foiricrimes be amifs; 
at lead to thofe cold-hearted lovers who 
want a degree of fanning to keep the flame 
alive, as reconciliation allows tender fa- 
miliarities that are fo dear, and whicli a 
woman of fuch delicacy as my Elwina 
knows fb' well to grant or deny, that the 
firft will never make me prefuoie on her 
indulgence, or tht laft defpair from her 
nrfufals. Thus it is to, aft with pro^u-iety ; 
\ty which none is better verled than El- 
wina; 'aQ4 notwithftanding ' a little faucy. 
fi»i£ture qn ^gooit^ prudence^ wbo po&fies. a 
grcaiep^ ffaare than Elwina h May L no6 
ijibfcnhp your naoe thus to every foci;^]| 
and moral, poGtive and relative virtue? 
Yes, furely I mi^t, and do you but bare, 
juftice. I would fay too, 'Jiat no one c^ 
be better acquainted with the paflion 6tf 
love, and that no heart in the wojrld ix 
more afhiated by thac noble fentinnentiw 
D 3 ^ ^>\\- 
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But here, I fhould fptak truths though 
not all the truths for my heart tells me^ in 
its fond and tumultuous beatings, that un- 
der the article of love I muft place the 
name of 

ALFRED. 



LETTER LXI. 

EtwiNA TO Alfred. 

-^I^HE wedding is over. Yefterdajr 
X my filler commenced the title of 
matron. Oh ! may ihc be happy ! It is 
truly an awful iacred ceremony. For 
the univerfe I would not give my hand 
to any other man than Alfred 1 How can 
any one approach the altar from princi-*. 
pics of avarice, pride, or any other mo- 
tive than love i How can they be infenfi- 
ble of that charge, jis ye JhalL anjwer at 
she laft day J ^c f Oh, Alfred, even when 
lupported by you I think my heart will 
' fink 
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fink when thofc foul-fearching words arc 
put to mc with the energy I heard them 
pronounced yefterday ! I looked at Ifa- 

bclla : I looked ^ Mr. G . A 

^ calm infipidity fat on her features; an ab- 
folute indifference on his*. Underftand me, 
I do not mean an indifference towards his 
wife> but a total inattention to the cere- 
mony, as if it had been fpoken in an un* 
known tongue, inftead of the langxiage of 
God and human laws* 

As it was firft propofed, the married 
folks returned to our houfe ; took their 
chocolate, and fet off for Mr. A > ■ 's 
feat in Buckinghamfi)ire» You kiiow 
Mrs. A is fiftcr to the bride- 

groom. I believe I told you my brothers 
Clodio and Qeorge were of the party, and 
will flay there during the remainder of 
the recefs. It would be rather charitable 
if you would come and congrat\ilate us oa 
the occafion. In truth the houfe looks a 
little duU. 

D 4 \Vw^ 
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I hav« fcnt you a piece of bride-cake f 
which, if your faith is ftron^ you may 
fuppofc has paflTed dine timesi through the 
bride's wedding-ring j though if I could 
affure you the hSt had happened under 
my eye, you would not think the camel, 
or rather the cal^le I believe you learned 
commentators call it, paffing through the 
cyrcof a needle quite fuch an impoffibiJity. 
But yxm wiU not be. fecluded from yotir 
inheritance in the kingdom o£ heaven by.^ 
your pofleflions on earth. Yet we are to 
be judged b)r our a£lions, notour pcAkC- 
fions^ as wcakb is enti^ly comparative ; 
wrA- ^ Ikde. we& fpeoc. may he riches^, 
vrihdfe a great deai thramr avt^y may make 
the pofleffiir lEOorer than the^ pooreft. 



Ik 



WiH yojU-eome tb-nic>rrow\? My father 
dSfiretfmr t6*afts yaii> and I dare bdicv<r 
yotrwiHrtot^refofe me; parficularly finec 
you vowed and fwore at H ■■■, that 
for the future you- would be guided fole- 
ly by your Elwina : aye, and Ihe will k<?ep* 

you 
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you Up to your agreement you may affurc 
yourfelf. 

And pray do mc the favour of going 
to your neighbour Mrs. M— — , with 
all our loves and compliments, and in- 
form her, the remains of our disjointed 
family wilh to have the pleafure of dining 
wth her on Saturday. You muft charge 
yourfelf with her anfwen I hope, and 
do think fhe will engage your dear mo- 
ther to meet us, and her quondam chaplain 
to fay grace J and grace the bottom of 
her table. You will come to-morrow to 
dinner, that is fettled. And why fhould 
you not ftay till Saturday morning ? We 
Ihall be but four in the coach with you. 
Now do be good-natured for once and 
comply. You may have a bed at the 
coffee-houfe. I know my father will be 
pleafed with your company; and the 
longer he fees you, the more he will love 
you. You, who are fond of extrafting hints 
from cxpreflions, cannot you cUbot^t^ 
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fomething from that in your favour-^ 
Adieu, my ever amiable Alfred j I am 



your own 



ELWINA. 



LETTER LXIL 

Alfred to Elwin-a. 

THE laft coachman promifed to de- 
IWqt this at your houfe. Will I 
come ? Oh I can my dear Elwina doubt 
it for a moment ? Yes, I will come ; and 
will ftay (unlefs your father turns me out 
of doors) till I have the happinefs of ac- 
companying you to Mrs. M ■ , who 
will be quite happy to fee people who 
have fo lately been at a wedding. Mf 
fweet Elwina — But I muft fupprefi my 
feelings till we meet.. 
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Mrs. M — has given me a commif- 

fion to fend her a difh of fifli, for I told 
her I fhould not return till Saturday : hut 
this you are to know nothing of^ but fup- 
pofc the turbot grew upon the farm. 1 
fhould not mention this, if you did not 
know her foible of wilhing to Have it 
thought her table is fupplied from her 
poukry-yard, ponds, and garden; whea 
we, who have fometimes peeped behind the 
curtain, have (ttn the pigeons, ducks, &c^ 
and the afparagus and cucumbers unpack-- 
ed from the London markcta,. 

My deareft mother truly regoices in the 
pleafing t?xpc6tation of feeing the objcdi 
in the world moft beloved,: except her fon*, 
Oh, when will the time arrive when (he 
^111 love us both in one ! 

Adieu, my bcft, nriy only love ! 

AUFRED;. 
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Elwina to Alfred. 

AM I not a Machiavcl in polttrcs? 
and did you not feel the truth of 
this affcrtion during your dwelUng 'with 
Tis ? How much are my father and mother 
charmed with you! I knew they would- 
Oh, my amiable, my heartVchofen Alfred, 
how do my eyes fill with tears of tender- 
nefs, when I re«trace the afFedtion I diA. 
covered in them to?wards you. Why will 
not my father complete our happincis i 
or rather, why did he tic up his own hands^ 
He faid to me this morning, <* My dear El- 
" wina, if I could give you twenty thou- 
«^ fand pounds this moment, I know no 
«* man on earth who fhould have you and 
** your fortune fo freely as Alfred. He is 
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'^ every thing the fondefl: parent can wifh 
" for the naoft amiable child." I could 
not cxprefs my love and gratitude other- 
wife, than throwing my arms round his 
neck, and bathing his checks with my 
tears accompanied with kifles. He prefled 
me affeftionately to his bofom. My mo- 
ther, dear kind mother ! dropped tears too ; 
and wiping them away, faid, *^ My dear 

*< Mr. — * , why cannot fomething 

** be done ; fome means found out to 
" make our dear children happy ? They 
*• are not ambitious or alpiringj I am furcr 
** a little would content them. You have 
" always fitid you meant to make an addi- 
" tion to your children's fortunes at your 
*' death ; wh/ not make that addition 
<* now ? abridge the very ample allowance 
** you make me ; or I will agree to give 
** up the half to them. Why Ihould not 
^ the fwecteft and moft dutiful of all out 
^* children be made happy, when the mafi 
^* of her choice would do honour to thc^ 
•<-firft&mily inthc'kingdoavV' ^^ ^s^^^ 
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fred, I expeft your fympathizing hcact 
will melt as mine did. Oh 1 every thing 
might be done, if it was not for my ambi- 
tious brother. My father has indeed tied 
up his hands from difpenfing happinefs ta 
his children. His other children — my. 
brother has enough to purchafe happi* 
nefs, if there was a market where that com^ 
modity was fold.. 

My mother has told me fince mornings 
that my father has made fuch additions ta 
his fon's fortune^ that he could do no 
more for us than he has done, but that 
0ie had brought him to confrnt to allow, 
me two hundred a year, over and above 
my three thoufand pounds, till you could 
get a place under government amounting 
to that income, or more. However, flic 
was forry to add, my brother had faid he 
would oppofc your advancement!, to punilh. 
me for refufing his friend Sir Thomas. 
K ■ . My mother too, moft kindly 
did, &e would ftrivc to keep up this> 

&oodi 



c 
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good refolution in my father ; and when 
the houfe broke up, my brother talked of 
going to Spa with Mr. and Mrs, G , 

and then fhe hoped to prevail on my fa* 
ther to give my hand to you : " Your 
** brother," (he added, " will be very 
*^ angry at firft ; but you need not mind 
^' it i your father will find fome way to ap- 
** peafe him, and the annuity will not be 
*^ felt, as we ihall make fome impercepti- 
' ble diminution in our houfekceping, 
** which will make that quite eafy/' 



I fliould be quite cafy I am fure, but 
from the tormenting idea that we are to 
ftand in awe of this proud fenaton I 
could almoft wifh. you had been within, 
call at the time ; perhaps, then, the mat^ 
ter could have beea fettled beyond any 
machinations of my brother j for I ftiH 
fear my father^ij want of refolution. I: 
know his parental aSeftion, and that.it would 
induce him to do every thing to make me 
happy : but then the influence he has ao- 
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quired over him, more by forcible tfiart 
pleafant methods, can undo all in a nio- 
txient. 

1 know very well my father would ra- 
ther allow me four hundred a year, if he 
could do it without danger of my brother's 
knowing it, than fifty with his acquaint- 
ance of the meafure. This founds odd, 
but it is too true notwithftanding, , 

If my dear mother (hould keep my fa- 
ther to his promife, let me fee, how much.^ 
fhould we then mufter together to keep the 
wolf from the door? The intereft of our 
refpcftive fortunes, when joined, is three 
hundred ayear,and the added two will make . 
five. And then, furely, between us wc 
may, by making it happier, lengthen out 
the life of your— let me fay our dear mo- 
ther, for many years to come : ^nd a$ 
(he muft and fhall live with us (I will 
i^avc you on no other condition), that wi^ 
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be two hundred more. In all feven hun«* 
dred a year! 

Come (lrik« hands and take the oSkti 
Farther on you may fare worfe. 

My heart feels, as light as the goffioiex's 
feathers., Will not this intelligence con- 
vey an infinity o£ happincfs to niy Alfred ? 
Oh, I aoi furc: it wiU* 

. I was exceedingly happy on Saturday; 

to fee Mrs. M had quite forgiven us 

both : and pray aflbre her how nnuch fha 
has. obliged me, by kindly intreating my 
father to let tiie pafe a few days with herr 
f fhall molt certainly avail myfcif very 
fbon of their ihdblgence: bot Tarn vcty 
felfifh^ and while my brother is abftntj I 
know you will feel more pleafurc in yow 
vifits to town ; and when he remrns, I will 
go down to L——^— i. I fhair not be in 
the way to put him out of humour, and 
my ^mother will labour to bring every 
thing about for us. My Alfredi* ydu Ihv 
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de thought what a thread was fabricating 
for you ! Oh ! may no advcrfe event 
happen to overthrow this dear fchcnne of 
happincfsi— this life of reafon^ improved 
by tender affcftion ! 

My mother has been looking over her 
hoards^ and finds many things which fhe 
puts afide, faying, " Well, Elwina, I 
" think you (hall have this, and this." 
I aflure you 1 (hall not come away empty 
handed -, and you know I have been em- 
ploying myfelf lately in making ufeful and 
ornamental furniture. I have finilhed a 
pair of fcreens, and painted a beautiful 
fringe for the ornament of a glafs. Pray 
make yourfelf thoroughly acquainted with 
agriculture and gardening. You ihall 
not *' eat the bread of idlenefs." We will, 
like the firft pair, have our feparate em* 
ployment : with her example before my 
eyes, I (hall not be led aftray as Eve was. 
Though by the by I feem as confident in 
my own ftrength as (he was. .But I have 

more 
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more rcafon. She had never heard the voice 
of flattery, but from one man. I,you know, 
have heard a thoufand pretty fellows talk 
foft nonfcnfe. I am too old a bird to be 
taken with the chafF, when I am in pof- 
feflion of the grain itfclf. Oh ! what a 
paradifaical dwelling will ours be I Wc 
will not be a great way from London 1 
and (if you pleafe, I might fay) on the 

H— fide. We may look out for fomc 

little place in Hertfordfiiire : fomc dear 
Ipot. Par dm me for heing jocular^ chea|> 
will fuit us better : but endeared to us it 
will be, as it will unite in the mod facred 
bonds, two hearts formed for each other* 
My Alfred, I now look forward with hope 
that the day is not far diftant when I fhall 
indeed be your •- 

ELWINA. 



Vu^^- 
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LETTER LXIV* 



Alfred to Elwina. 

MAY the choiceft blcfllngs Heaven 
has in (lore be fhowcrcd down on 
the reverend heads of the authors of my 
Elwina's being, and Alfred's happinefs ! 

Now, indeed, does my heart look for- 
ward to delight. To what a deliritim of 
delight has Elwina opened the view ! To 
live for ever with you — to call you mine,— 
to fee you each hour of the blifsful day ! 
I think no one ever knew happinels be- 
fore — it fecms given to Alfred alone to be 
Bleft. 

Your whole letter my delighted mo* 
ther read, and wept over. Did not the 

heart 
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heart of your Alfred melt ? Yes ; tears of 
love, wneration and gratittide, bedewed 
his cheeks. Not to have felt moft 4SxquH 
fitely ^lild have proved me unworthy the 
heavenly blefling I now anticipate, with 
^U the -trecnbllng of expecting aod.^* 
proaching felicity. 

I will be with you, my angel, to-mor- 
row by dinner time; but I could not ftop 
the cffufion of my love and gratitude 
burfting forth. It was highly neceflary to 
/give this vent to my feelings. How (ball 
I addrefs your excellent father and mo- 
ther ? Oh ! . Elwina, they are — they will 
be mine too ! Are ^ou, the Jwetteft and moji 
dutiful of their children ? 

Alfred (hall copy, fhall emulate 'you. — 
We will drive, as you fweetly -fey, *' to 
"lengthen their lives by nriaking them 
*' happier.'* Each day which is added to 
their being, {hall they have caufe to bleis 

the 
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fays» ^^ (he (hall not give up her pointy but 
« that we muft wait a little longer.*' 
Wait! I could wait feven years^ if, at 
the end of that period, I Ihould be certain 
no envious dsmon, or proud brother, 
would have the power of ftepping in be- 
tween, and blading all my hopes. I am 
in no hurry to be married, even to my 
Alfred -, no improper hurry I mean : but 
to have my happinefs bandied about by 
the caprice and injuftice of one, to whom, 
in my parents life, I owe no obedience, 
and from whom I have never been repaid 
the tenth of the love I had for him, is 
furely caufe enough for my complaint: 
yet, in compliance with my dear mother's 
earned requcft, I will be patient, as Patient 
Grizzle herfelf, but not fo meanly fcrvile 
as ihe was neither. 

He, my brother I mean, thinks he 
mortifies me by repeating the fplendour of 
liabella's eftablilhment, for they have now 
got to their country houfe* Well, let 

them 
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them be fplerrdid; I want only to Jbe 
happy ; and they have fiirely no right to 
take-from noc the better piart: which 1 have 
chofen. Ah ! how little dees he-know n^ 
•heart, if he fgppofes it ever chenfkcd-a 
■wifh for grandeur of equipage or drdfi ! If 
his doesj he has the large means of -iup- 
plying it with the fpecics of happin^is kc 
has a foul to enjoy. But let him not 
break in upon nay peace; let me io nqr 
bleft retirement tafte uninterruptedly the 
real charms of life — of happinefs— Kif 
love ! of which I am furc he has no more 
idea, than of a fixth fenfe. He is to 
me an objeft of pity, not envy. For he 
is deprived (by his want of feeling) of 
the trucft delight that humanity can ex- 
perience. Peace to him ! I fay, if he 
will not fcek to diflurb mine ! 

There are great preparations making for 
the ertfre of Mrs. G— — . She is to be pre- 
fented next week ; and a new and elegant 
drefs is planning for the birth-day, which 

7 yo« 
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you know is to be kept next Monday. 
Thank Heaven^ I am out of the lift of 
thofcj who are t^ firut and fret ibeir little 

hour on that day. Sir Thomas K *s 

fiftcr, the Countefs of — — — , is to intro- 
duce the bride^ and takes her likewife on 
Monday* Calm and quiet as Ifabella 
feemed, yet I affure you her heart would 
always dance as faft as it could, on any 
occafion of exhibiting her perfon in public. 
How Wifely and providentially arranged 
are the allotments of the univerfe ! I 
•fliould be lefs happy even with Alfred, if , 
he was in fuch a ftyle of living as would 
fubjed me to all this garade. As little 
would Ifabella have a relifli for thofe 
namelcfs fatisfaftions I anticij^ate in our - 
dear retirement* May I not fay, the great 
Artificer of the world has fitted each for 
the ftation they ^ are deftined to fill ? pet 
tined ! Oh ! yes, let me think that Hca-. 
yen deftirfed me for Alfred ! For once the 
congenial fouls, which the adveffe winds 
too frequcnriy dinever~/ir once thefe 
Vol. III.* E k\w^\^^ 
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kindred minds have met, and their hea« 
ven*deligned union will be perfedted on 
earth! 

As I have nothing to do in the great 
world, I Ihall accompany my father and 

mother to H , for the fummer fea- 

fon. We leave town to-morrow. Adieu, 
my amiable, my beloved Alfred. 

I am ever yours, 

ELWINA. 



LETTER LXVI. 
Elwina to Alfred. 

Saturday^ ^d JunCy 1780, 

I LIKE not thefe doings, Alfred. Sure- 
ly this ungovernable mob will do an 
infinity of mifchief. What can that mad 
wretch mean ? By his enthufiafm he will 
fet fire to a train he may labour in vain to 

extinguifht 
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extinguifh. My brother, among many 
fcore members, yefterday, had very near 
been torn to pieces. He has written an 
account to my father of the danger they 
were in, and fays, had it not been from 
the fear the vile incendiary had left his 
cdufin fhouid put his threats againft him in 
execution, he doubts not, the mob would 
have broken into the houfes of parliament. 
Oh I Heaven fhield us from thefe threat- 
ening calamities ! But it is not poffible 
fo many thoufand perfons aflembled, can 
di/per(e (even if their petition was 
granted, which I hope never will, when 
fo infolently enforced), without doing a 
number of outrageous aftions. Deluded 
wretches ! they know not at prefent what 
they do, or what may be the fatal confe * 
quence, 

I am heartily glad I am out of London ; 

the very fight of fo many pofting from 

hence, and the environs, to aflemble in St. 

George's Fields, turned my heart quite 

E 2 fick 
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fick with apprehenfion. I prcdiftcd all 
the mifchief they have already done, and 
pray to Heaven it may end here ! 

I rejoice too that my Alfred is not in 
town 5 though, believe me, I grieve at 
the occafion that keeps you confined at 
home ; but I hope your dear mother's in- 
difpofition is but a cafual one, and that in 
a few days it will leave her intirely. My 
mod refpeilful love to her. I wifh to my 
heart I could ihare your tafk of nurfing 
her. Why may 1 not fly to teftify my 
love and duty to the beft of women ? How 
filly are the cuftoms of the world 1 If you, 
who are to be my proteftor, my guardian, 
my hufband, was not there, I might then 
attend on your dear mother. Or if, with 
all your amiable virtues, I could be infen* 
fible of your worth, or you faw nothing in 
me to love, I might even then fliew my 
attention to her. But I muft not come 
near your dwelling now ; becaufe, by and 
*by, you will be nearer to me (as you 

have 
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have long been dearer) than all the world 
befide. Oh, 'tis abfurd doftrine. As 
Sterne fays, ^hy order theje things better in 
France. 

i 

I muft conclude with my moft cordial 
wiflies for your dear mother, and yoivr dear 
Xelf, for the fake of your own 

EL WIN A. 



LETTER LXVII. 



To the fame. 

Tuefday^ June 6. 

WI AT a dreadful day was yefterday ! 
And how was the annivcrfary of 
the befl of kings celebrated! By. riot, 
confuIion> and anarchy. I think. I never 
E 3 l€vx. 
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felt fuch a fenfation of ficldy horror, if \ 
may be allowed the expreflion, as to hear 
the bells ringing in our village, and at the 
fame time to behokf the conflagration in 
London ! To us, every part of the town 
appeared in flames ; and the confternation 
with which all orders of people were feized, 
cannot be defcribed. Yet for myfelf, I 
felt not fo much fear as indignation -, and 
I loft all patience on feeing feveral of our 
neighbours coming from town, with their 
fervants and horfcs ornamcTitcd, or rathrr 
ftigmatized with the enfigns of diforder and 
tumult. Some of our fervants were put- 
ting blue cockades in their hats i but I 
could not help tearing them out, and 
throwing them into the kitchen fire. My 
father faid, we muft comply with the 
times. But I reafoncd on the matter 
thus : " By this tame compliance, the de- 
** luded mob believe they have the wifties 
" of the people. In thefe cafes you muft 
*^ take . a decided part, and ftiew what 
"principles you are of. The wearing a ^ 

*' blue 
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*' blue ribband evidently encourages thefe 
<« infatuated wretches^ and will contribute 
^' to the increafe of them." How my fpi- 
rit rifes ! I know if I j^as a man, I Ihould 
either kill or be killed ; I could not ftand 
by like a coward, and fee my deareft rights 
taken from me, without ftriving to fecure 
them. Poor Maria and I have been to- 
gether all this day : I do not like to fee 
any body, we hear fuch dreadful accounts ; 
rnany I hope are exaggerated. The com- 
mon people love to make the worft of 
every thing; and it is really alarming to 
fee the infolence of many of them : they 
are fo ftupid as to fuppofe, by levelling all 
the rich, their fituatioh will be more ele- 
vated; and the gardener told Jenny, 
^* that in a day or two, perhaps, I might 
*' be glad to put on the ribbands I had 
'^ burnt, in order to fave myfelf from 
^* outrage." 

All this while my heart is with Alfred. 

Where is my amiable friend, and how will 

E 4 V't 
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he be able to keep himfelf out of the way 
of affording fuccour, or receiving injury ? 

Pray let mc hear from you foon, or I 
ihall give way to a thoufand (hocking 
ideas. Any governaient but a mob^ I beg 
of Heaven to give us ! Thefc madmen 
may drive government to arbitrary mea* 
fures, and an abfolute monarchy $ for who 
could lofe a moment in deciding which is 
beft ? Here arc fome few catholics among 
us i good, peaceable, quiet and r^fpcc- 
table people ; they are almoft tjerrified OMt 
of their lives and fenfes. They fly about, 
afraid to ftay in their houfes, yet iioc 
knowing where to go for fecurity. Very 
much in this way, my fiftcr ufed to fay, 
the riots of Bofton began. How can any 
be wicked, or even weak enough, to give 
encouragement or tacit countenance to 
fuch outrages ? ^ 

I cannot write — I know not how to re- 
frain-— I dread any one approaching the 
houfe, left I ftiould hear accounts ftill 
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worfe Aan thofe of ycftcrday : and this 
morning, I think every body fcemi panic- 
ftruck ; they fecm to have made no op- 
pofition to the infurgents. 

Heaven ptefctrcyou^ my dcareft Alfred, 
and fend ua all peace at the laft ! 

Yours moft truly, 

ELWIN A. 



LETTER LXVIII. 

Alfred to Elwina. 

June 7. 

THESE are dreadful times indeed, 
my Elwina, when, every man's 
hand fcen^s lifted up againil his. neigh- 
bour, and even families are- divided. Not 
to have taken a?n a6tive part, would have 
ftamped. yoi^r Alfred with Ae n^m? of 
E 5 cw^^x^ 
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coward for ever. He would have been 
unworthy of the high title he one day 
hopes to obtain> of being Elwina's pro-^ 
teftor. Proteftion (he could never receive 
from the hand of a coward. No, my El- 
wina, I felt a martial fpark kindle up in 
my veins, and I hafted up to town, in 
hopes that my feeble arm might do fome 
fervice to my diftrefled brethren. I had 
the happinefs of preventing fome mif- 
chief 5 and, I do think, a little well-ftiewn 
courage would have done very much. I 
am of opinion had the keepers of our pri- 
fons had refolution enough to put their 
fenfe pf perfonal danger out of the quef- 
tion, and (hot the tirft leader who de- 
manded the keys, Newgate and the 
King's-bench would never have been in- 
j\ired, and the numbers of wretches let 
loofe on mankind would now have been 
in confinement. I had the good luck to 
fecure three or four principal ones out of a 
party, who were going to demolifli the 
Jioufc of our good neighbour Sir Robert 

B . 
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B , only becaufe he is a catholic. His 
family, particularly his wife and children, 
were in the greatcft horror. The mob had got 
into the houfe, levying contributions, and a 
great deal of the furniture was brought out 
to be burnt. I feized one fellow, who 
was going to fet fire to the pile, and fwore 
I would (hoot him through the head. I 
had a piftol cocked in my hand. My refo- 
lution faved both houfe and goods, and I 
dragged away three of the mifcreants to a 
juftice, nor left them till they were fafely 
lodged in a prifon. You know me too. 
well, my deareft Elwina, to believe I re- 
late this out of oftentation, or any affec- 
tation of bravery more than men have in 
common ; but you may infer from this 
what a few refolute minds might have 
done to ftem the torrent of a mob. I 
made the fervants, whom I was obliged 
like wife to threaten, take in all the goods' 
to the worthy Baronet's houfe, and wc ■ 
watched before the door under arms the 
whole night. . ; 

E 6 LadY 
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Lady B ■ » with the children^ went 
do^^n to L under the moft dreadful 

apprehenfions left thefe infurgents ihould 
attack that houfe alfo : all this, you will 
obferve, was before the military had power 
to aft. 

Your letter, my Elwina, I have juft re- 
ceived, dated Tuefday. How much more 
dreadful were the conflagrations of that 
night I No eye, but that which faw them^ 
will hereafter credit the reports of this day's 
events. Surely it was one of the moft 
horrid fpeftacles this country ever wit- 
nefled. Let thofc who were not fpeftators 
judge what the inhabitants felt, when they 
beheld at the fame inftant, the flames al- 
cending, and rolling in clouds from the 
KingVbcnch and Fleet prifons; frojn 
Newgate, Bridewell; from the toll-gates 
on Blackfriar's bridge^ and from numerous 
houfes in every^uarter of the town ^ andL. 
particularly from your neighbour's town* 
houfc and warehoufes^ where the confla*.- 

gration 
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gration was dreadful beyond all defcrip- 
tion. They fay, there were fix and thirty 
houfes blazing at one time, and which 
might be feen at once from many parts of 
the town. When the foldiers were allowed 
to aft, the explofion of their arms, joined 
to the tremendous noife of the authors of 
thefe difturbances, ferved to imprefs the 
.mind with the moft horrid ideas of univerfal 
anarchy and approaching defolation. How 
happy is it the rioters did not firft attempt 
the bank ! The confequence of that 
being the firft objeft of their fury, fills one 
with a difmay, which the knowledge of 
its fccurity even now can hardly reprefs. 
What numbers have fallen viftims to the 
intemperate zeal of a madman! But mad 
let him be : I hope from my foul he will 
be brought to condign punifbmcnt. Yet 
what punifhment, that out laws can infti(£tj 
will be adequate to his crime? He muft 
have been wopfe than an ideot to have 
believed he could once fet fire to a train, 
and then ftop the progrefi of it with his 
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breath. But his breath ferved to inflame 
them the more. I really felt fuch rage 
kindle in my veins, that I forgot every 
thing, but the defire of flopping the ef- 
fedt^ as much as my fingle arm and voice 
could do. 

I admire your fpirit, my Elwina, in not 
fufFering your fervants to wear blue cock- 
ades, although it was ever my favourite 
colour, and you, my only favourite, looked 
fo uncommonly lovely in thofe ribbands^ 
It will be a long time before I fliall be 
reconciled to them, or believe they can 
be cleanfed from the impurity of treafon- 
able rioting. No, I would have loft the 
laft drop of my blood before I would have 
injured the real caufe of religion and li« 
bcrty, by placing one of thofe deteftable 
iignals of rebellion in my hat» 

A man, and he had the appearance of a 

gentleman too, obferved to me 1 had not a 

ribband in my hat. « That man fhould 

_ ^' not 
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<* not live an hour," I replied, '^ who 
*« Ihould dare to accufe me of the princi- 
*^ pics of thofe who difgrace their country 
'* by wearing them." There is nothing 
like talking and looking fierce, Elwina, 
on thofe occafions. ^' What can one do ?** 
he afked ; " one muft be governed by 
" the majority." 

" Periih the majority !" I exclaimed. 
*^ If you are not an abettor of rebellion 
^* in its worft date, throw that indignant 
" badge away, and join with a true friend to 
« his religion and country," He faw I was 
both able and willing to defend him, and 
he a&ually trampled the commifilon 
of a fcoundrel under his feet. This proves 
how many, from a pufiUanimous compli- 
ance with the mob, wore an appearance 
contrary to their real principles. The 
man who fears to lofe his life in fuch 
a caufe, defervcs not to hold it on any 
terms* 

Thank 
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Thank Heaven, this day the citizens 
begin to recover from their panic^ which 
will fix an everlafting ftigma on them, ae 
leaft as long as this ftrange event is re-« 
membered in the annals of hiftory. Nay, 
indeed^ fome at the weft end of the town 
are as much to blame. They well knew 
the meeting was called, and they fhould 
have made it unlawful for fuch numbers to 
afTemble. But ftates, like individualSj grow 
wife only by experience. 

It is impoffible to afcertain the number 
of wretches who loft their lives already on 
this dreadful occafion. Many have fallen 
viftims to powder and ball ; but ftill more 
by inebriations as at the diftilleries in 
Holborn, I fuppofc hundreds were killed 
by fpirituous liquors, and the houfes falling 
in. Nay, I am told, for I was not pre- 
fent, that when the warehoufes were fet on 
fire by the monfters on the outfide, there 
were fcores plundering and drinking with- 
in, who, when the flames drove them to 
6 tixc 
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the entrance, were reftrained by the fol* 
diers bayonets, and thus became the vic- 
tims of their crimes. The mangled bo- 
dies were without number, which, half 
confumcd, tumbled into the ruins. 

They have not yet taken the prime 
author of this mifchicf into cuftody j but 
I fappofe they foon mean to do it. If be 
had ten thoufand lives, he could not repay 
his country the diftrcffes he has brought 
upon it. If fuch be the tenets of proteft- 
antifm, the pagan is a better friend to fo- 
ckty. ^ No fnan can be a Chriftian,'' 
the excellent Lx>rd Littleton faid, *« who 
" wo«ld perfecute his fellow creature for 
»* being a Jew." What Chriftian muft he 
be who would perfecute with fire and 
fivord another Chriftian, becaufe he differs 
in his mode of worlhip ? 

It is wonderful, Elwina, that through the 
whole of this fatal bufinefs, fo little (hould 
have been done effcftually to ftop the pro- 
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grefs^ or above all prevent the mifchicf. 
For fix days fucceflively, from FridaJy thc2d 
till this day, Thurfday the 7th, the <:ities of 
London and Weftminfter have been given 
up into the hands of an unarmed namelefs 
mob, to be plundered at their difcretion, Ic 
really will read very odd fome years hence, 
and we (hall hardly be able to make our 
children conceive it poflible, that a parcel 
of boys and women (for the incendiaries 
were little more) could be permitted to 
grow to fuch an alarming height. 

My poor mother fuffered, as you may 
fuppofe, all the terrors that a fond mother 
could feel. I begged Lady B to 

have the goodnefs to fend to her, that her 
anxiety on my account might be relieved* 
She kindly went herfelf, and pafled two 
nights in her houfe. 

Sir Robert is full of acknowledgments to 
me for the fuccour I was fo happy to afford, 
him. He has been moft profufe in h\$ 

offers 
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offers of fricndfliip, and ftiaking me hear- 
tily by the hand, wifhed from his foul 
that I had a regiment of as brave fellows as 
myfelf. He talked this evening ferioudy 
on a fubjedt that I own has ever been near 
my heart. The life of arms 1 (hould have 
chofen in preference to any other. The 
church, you know, was the wifh of thofe 
who had a right to form my fortunes, and I 
fubmitted. But it is plain I was not de- 
figned for it. And, my Elwina, what a 
flianoe for a man at my time of life to be 
living like a drone at home, when fo many 
of my compeers in age are planting lau- 
rels to adorn their brows, and lay at their 
miftrcfles feet. Elwina, I have yet done 
nothing to merit your love. My country 
calls me, and no voice ought to lure me 
from its . fervice. I believe you have fo 
much true patriotifm, that you would not 
objedt to my drawing a fword againft our 
foes : but I fear my mother has not a grain 
of martial valour J fhe has Ihewn courage 
and fprtiiude in Supporting numerous dif- 

trcffesj 
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treffes, and at a very early age : But the 
exertions neceflary for the claims made on 
herfenfibility, have certainly brought on 
a premature old age, and rendered her left 
able to bear difappointment than moft 
young people. Equally fanguinc with 
youth, Ihe finks under any fcheme that is 
fruftratcd, and fo many of ours have fallen 
to the ground^ that they bear her down 
with them— *(be has no longer ftrength of 
mind or body to combat with them. Tbis» 
my dearcft Elwina, you will believe, af- 
feds me extremely -» and left I fhould be 
the caufe of accelerating her deadi, I wave 
the flattering profpeA Sir Robert B ^ 
holds up to my view* 

I have been perfeftly ingenuous with 
him, informing hini of my hope, the 
only hope that endears life to me, of one 
day calling you mine. He knows and ad-- 
mires you. Indeed I think him a friend 
whofe acquaintance is worth cultivating ; 
but at prefent he is fo much taken up with 

his 
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his own affairs (it not yet being fettled 
how the catholics are to proceed), that he 
cannot enter on any fcheme for my advan-* 
tage. But if profeffions may be depended 
upon, I have Ibme foundation for hope 
from that quarter. Thus, 

Hope leads us on, nor quits us till we die. 

I find I (hall be fubpoena'd to attend at 
the trials of thofe mifcreants whom I fe- 
cured. I (hall join my voice towards their 
condemnation with lefs remorfe than I 
would kill a rat, as I think I am doing the 
pubiit a ferv4ce in bringing thofe to punifti- 
ment who have violated its laws, and com- 
mitted depredations of the moft atrocious 
kind on their fellow fubjefts. 

I wifli I could give you any good ac- 
count of my poor mother. My heart 
bled to fee the yifible alteration two or 
three days had made in her whole frame. 
Her fever is returned more violently than 
* ' evcr^ 
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ever, and though there is a regular inter- 
miffion, the bark does not prevent its rc- 
tura. I have prevailed on her to fend for 
a phyfician, and he writes for her to-nior- 
row. Heaven fend his affiftance nnay re- 
llore her to health. I keep up my fpirits 
before her 5 but now that I am alone, and 
converfing freely with my Elwina, I give 
way to a thoufand alarming prefages, that 
cling about my heart, and deprefs me to 
the utmoft weaknefs. Indeed I muft take 
my own fatigue into the account too, for 
I have not been in bed thefe four nights^ 
and nothing but writing to the beloved of my 
foul could have prevailed on me to take 
my pen in hand. I know not how to quit 
it i it is like leaving you — but your dear 
image remains ftill with me wherever I go. 
That loved Idea can never one moment be 
abfent from me. My concern for my 
dear mother's illnefs tears me not from 
you ; ye are both too dear to me ; ye mix 
for ever in the heart and thoughts of your 
faithful ■ ' * 

ALFRED. 
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LETTER LXIX, 

Elwina to Alfred. 

I GRUDGED every line my Alfred had 
written, when he told mc he bad not 
been in hd for four nights. Oh, my amiable 
friend, I fear you too will be ill, and then 
who can attend your dear mother ? I echo 
your duteous prayer to Heaven to reftore 
her to health, and to fee the happinefs of 
her beloved fon and his faithful Elwina, 
As to my patriotifm, I will not fay a great 
deal in its favour. I have yet had no trial' 
of its ftrength, and I (hould blufti to be 
proved a vain boafter. But 1 love your heroic 
Ipirit from my foul : you have all the prin- 
ciples of a hero, and only want the lance 
and (hield to be the god of war himfclf. 
My Alfred, my deftiny is interwoven with 
yours J and when the word of command 
is given, 1 will obey it the bcft I can. You 
4 have 
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have vowed only to receive my hand from 
my father — I have ratified it— I hope if 
arms fliould in future be your profeffion, he 
will give me leave to march with you^ 
When once I am really yoursi no fituation 
or danger fhall part us. 

Thank Heaven> that vile monfter Lord 

G, G ■■ is at laft fafc in the Tower. 1 

almofk: think I could fee his head taken ofl^i 
and exulting cry, " Behold, let all traitors 
*« be thus punilhed !" I fhould have look- 
ed on it as doing my duty to my country, 
were I a man, to have plunged a dagger 
in his heart, if that would have flopped the 
clfufion of more blood. How can that 
wrecch know any future peace of mind, 
wlien he reflcds on the numbers of mifer- 
able beings he has made, and the numbers 
whofe lives he has been the caufe of end* 
ing'with infamy and wretchednefs ! What 
gaps in fociety has he occafioned, and how 
many thoufand hearts has he torn with 
grief ! All the villages adjacent to Lon* 

don^^ 
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;idon, I find arc in the fame terror of the 
banditti, that have been let loofe upon us, 
as we are. Here is a nightly patrol of 
gentlemen to proteft us. What a date of 
anarchy and defolation ! I think the king 
will fee his true friends, and every fenfible 
man muft feel the blefTing of his mild 
government with double fatisfaftion. The 
public being a little more at peace, I 
nr^uft now return to thefubjed^ fo near and 
dear to my heart. Your mother is ftill 
uppermoft in my mind — I wifh much to 
fee her. Do, my dear Alfred, affure her 
I do, and let me know if fhe has any ob- 
jeftion. I can contrive to come — I will 
take a chaife from hence, and our 
Maria (halL accompany me. I feci quite 
anxious to pay my duty to her. Is fhe not 
my mother, as well as yours ? And (hall 
we be deprived of me mutual fatisfaftion 
we promifed ourfelves of jointly contri- 
buting to her happinefs ? Will Heaven rob 
us of fo true a delight as affording her 
every comfort ? 

Vol. III. F M 
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As loon as you give me notice^ moSt af- 
furedly I will come to you, I have men- 
tioned it CO my mother^ and (he kindly ac- 
quiefces in my wiflies. Maria too will 
gladly be my companion. I can pafs fome 
hours with you> and dine with Mrs, M-— • 

I doubt not but you procure every 
thing you can for thebeft of mothers, and I 
know your good Betty is an excellent 
nurfe ; yet I hope (he has another, that (he 
may not be left a moment. Oh, how 
thankfully would I accept the ofiice^ to 
foothe the dear patient, and help to re- 
lieve the anxieties, and (hare the fatigue^ 
of my Alfred ! Adieu. 

Ever your own 

ELWI N A. 



LETTER LXX. 



A 



Alfred to Elwina. 

LAS! my deareft Elwina, thy affec- 
tion, and my duteous love, will no 

longer. 
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ionger be of fervice to the bed of mo- 
thers. I am doomed to fee that dear 
parent fink into her grave at an agp when 
we might have hoped tp be long bli^ffcd 
with her fociety. 

1 hardly know how to v^ritc ; and yet to 
*rrite to you is all the confolation niy poor 
heart can tafte. Oh, my beft, my only 
)ove, this letter is but preparatory to thcf 
Taft cruel intelligence^ The dodor has 
given up all hopes for his patient. Good 
God ! what a found for a fon, who never 
had another parent to fliare his filial re- 
gard ! No man ever owed more to a mo- 
ther than I do to her. And fhall I be de- 
prived of her ? Oh, my Elwina, that you 
were here, that we might mingle our tears 
together, and tliat I might in your tender- 
nefs feel fomething to hold my heart to- 
gether, and whifper in the midft of my 
affliftions, that I am not deprived of every 
comfort. How much, how very much do 
I ftand in need of confolation 1 I have not 
F 2 fat 
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;*> . . ; ._ 

fat , down fo long thefe three days, as I 
have now fince I have taken my pen. I 
cannot reft a moment in a place — I walk 
about . like a troubled ghoft, Jeektng refty 
lut finding none. No, my deareft love, it 
would be to no purpofe your coming hi- 
ther. In the midft of my diftrefs I feel 
the force of propriety, and feel too that 
the fccne of death, fo new to us both, would 
tut wound your exquifite fenfibility, and 
add frelh ftings to mine. It is the lot of 
mortals, and I muft fubmit. Heaven give 
me ftrength to a6t the part allotted me, with 
a proper fenfe of its difpenfations. That 
I have your prayers, thou bcft beloved of 
my foul, I well know. Oh, that they 
might be efficacious for my excellent mo- 
ther ! Yet why ? to continue her longer 
in a fcene of woe ? for what elfe has 
her whole life been ? fave but the com- 
fort it has been my good fortune to beftow 
upon her ; and yet I fear her tender anx- 
iety, her unequalled affeftion for me has 
rather haftened her approaching death. 

Alas ! 
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Alas ! I much fear it has ; fhe has ftrug- 
•gled with a delicate conftitution to live for 
my fake ; all other inducement, as (he pa- 
^thetically faid laft night, was buried in the 
grave of her beloved hufband. ^No fon 
ever loved a mother more than I have 
done. Why are my-filial duties (& {oon 
torn from me ? Heaven wills, and man 
muft obey. Adieu, my ever dear Elwina i 
you will foon be all that riemains on cartK 
to blcfs ' '* , 

ALFRE©. ^ 
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From the fame to the fame. ' " * 

'i ' : If i^Mne\ 15.. 

YES, Elwina is novf -all that remains 
to Alfred: the h'diir- of death -id 
paft. This fatal morning the beft of mo- 
thers and of women — Oh, my Elwina, 

what a fcntencc to finifh ! She is gone 

for ever ! 

F3 Sv^ 
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Sir Robert B has infiftcd on taking 

me from the dreadful fcene. I oppofed it 
for fome time, but at laft I confented. Yet . 
what do I fly from ? Will not the awful 
fcene ftill follow me ? Is it not the author of 
my being I leave ? Ah ! dear, refpeftable, 
even though but clay. Why ihould I tura 
jny weeping eyes from thy breathlcfs corfc } 
I allow their arguments have too much 
weight — I feel too forcibly that I can ao 
longer be of ftrvicc to thee ; that my 
tes^fSs, rny ^oint^ cannot reftore a life fo 
cxquifitely dear to me. No, thou art gone 
for ever. We fhait goto her, my Elwlffa 2 
no more will (he blefs our eyes ; no more 
fliall we hear her affeftionate prayers for 
our mutual h^ppinefs. She blefied you, 
ray . Elwi/ia, with her lateft breath ; fhc 
united in one petition to Heaven the names 
of her beloved Elwina and 

> ALFRED. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXII. 

Elwina to Alfred. 

TO foothc the forrows of my beloved 
Alfred, what would not his Elwina 
do ? Oh, my Alfred, and have we really 
loft bur dear mother ? What a chafm is 
now liiide in the gay profpeft we had flat- 
tered ourfelves with enjoying ! Dear, moft 
afFeftionate parent, thou art how reaping 
the fulncfs of joy, and bertdcft thy benign 
eyes on thy children, who arc not allowed 
the fweet cohfolation of mingling their 
tears for thy irreparable lofs. Oh, be thou 
our guardian angel — inftruft us — guide us 
through the devious path of life, that wc 
may reach in one day that manfion of 
blifs, where thou art now rejoicing with 

rigbuous men madep$rfe£l. Amen. 

« 

Am I now all the world to my Alfred ? 

Oh, that I had one litde fpot of that 

F 4 gjlobc 
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globe I could ftriftly call my own to lead 
you to, where, by my faithful love and 
tender afliduities, I might repay you all 
your griefs, and hufh them into peace, 

I congratulate Sir Robert B— — - on th^t 
delight he muft feel in having it in his 
power to be of fervice to Alfred. It was. 
kind and confiderate to take you from the*^** 
fcene of death. I am not however of opi- 
nion, that perfons do right in general in 
flying from their dwellings on thefe melan- 
choly occafions ; but that houfe will not 
be an abiding place for you j and the 
change of place and objcfls will fooner re- 
ftore your tranq^jiUity, than to fit brooding 
over your forrows. If, indeed, your £l-" 
wina could be with you, we would iit and 
indulge in all the luxury of grief, and vi- 
fit the dear body, that was once informed by 
the gentleft, the beft of fouls. Oh, may 
I but be endued with refolution to follow 
her bright, example ! Patient, meek, and 
unoffending I charitable in the moft en- 
larged 
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larged fcnfe; -religiou?^. niotal,..';.aifd;lot- 
ftruftive — Ihc vras a f#eet coDntpanion,*tttd 
I had pro'mifed myfelf yeara of delijgbt5i^ 
her fociety ;. but we are deprived of hers 
Ihe is blefled for ever. 

My Alfred, we muft mourn ; but do not 
let us grieve like thofe without hope. She 
is now rewarded for all her fufferings, and 
they were many. My Alfred \yas the only 
cordial drop thai: Heaven ordkined to be 
mixed with her bifJfer potion,\ »£[«• ioyc 
! for you furpaffed moft mothers love ^/']^^ur 
^duteous affcf<ftior> for her was eqi^aHy;^- 
empl^ry,- .*ndi fnuft .convej^^lie.£^ijf;ef^ 
.confoUtiQa^tQ you? ^xc^ki)t h<;^^'jQ\y^jte 
• to me cpnftantlyt . I.aanL;fure,itjwill;5Q\)[j-- 
imunicate eafe to your mindj«ap4 \L^})f^yfi 
no other comfort tbin the hope of-^^^ipg 
the peagepf my Alfred re-eAabl,y[hfld.JbJ^.4- 
ven, that permitted the ftroke, will4u?^-»p|je 
wound. My fympathizing heart re-echoes 
your fighs, and my eyje^ arCrhalffcUnded 
■with thcjiears of duty, love, and tendqr 
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•itdfeftion* All now centre in yott. Be 
icatrefifl of your healthy which is fo unut- 
'tjiefably dear to your 
• -•■ 'EJL'WINA. 



LET T E R LXXIII. 

Alfred to El win a. 

WHAT a balm tb my Wounded 
mind was my Elwina's dear letter t 
Yti I might havt anticipated dU fhe faidj 
ItnoiiBhg her affeftion as I havt the happi<- 
'ntft of dbing.— Yesi my beloved, I will 
lookup to the blifsful ftate of my almoft- 
-iaifored mother, and in com<empIatioii of 
ji^ir i?ndltfs felicity forget my own fufl^-^ 
ings-*^fisfferings which my Elwina iharcs 
'-*itfc mel 

Sir kobert is the kindeft of friends s he 
lias taken every care off my hands, and 

leaves 
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leaves^me as much aloM as I wilh to be. 
All the trouble io neceflary on chefe n^ioum- 
fyl oc-cafK^s^ and which thofe (9 imme- 
diately <^OQcemed are unfit fqr^ he haa 
exeeuted with the utznoft generofity and 
goodnefs. He telk n>c he pwcs me mane 
than thcfe trifling fervices can repay. 

N09 my beloved^ this is fio abiding 
place for me. Even bleft with my Elwina^ 
the melancholy walls would repeatedly tell 
me what I have loft ; and it would be too 
expenfive^ and too far from you^ to fUit me 
in any x<fpt£t. 

I fimt A o^riificaitje of my dt»r mother's 
death to Mr. Nellon, who paid the aonutty» 
He has behaved with great tiberality 
a^ polaeoeifi^ having inclpii&d an huisdred 
pound bank note in a iet^er of c9ndokiAc«» 
T-he half year wouki have been dMe> JmkI 
ihe furvivied till Midliunmer-day i 4«4 k 
was v£ry 'Confiderate> KnoA^iag the xiarrow^ 
^cfs wof 'my &aacK>e6»- itod ihup fiODfe^ocac 
F 6 ex5eac<:^ 
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cxpences I fhould incur. I am furroundcd 

with kind friends ; for Sir Robert will not 
allow mc to fee a bill that has not a receipt 
to it; and yet he does it in a manner that 
adds not to the weight of forrow, which, 
my Elwinaj I muft long fceK 

Mrs. M— — 's fervant told me he faw 
you in mourning. My deareft love, how 
much I am ^indebted to you for this evi- 
dent mark of your afFeftion ! 

1 Will you do methe favour of accepting 
my (why do I not adopt your fweet ex- 
preflion our?) dear mother's gold watch? 
It is of value, and was given her by her ever- 
lamented hilfbajid as foon as they married. 
Oh, would to Heaven I had the fannte 
right to beftow. it on you ! Will not yotrr 
good parents f6on confent to an event that 
is now more than ever neceflary to my hap- 
-pi»efe ? IX)es your brother ftill hold his 
purpofeof going to Spa ? and may we not 
iiopc, .'.during that pcriodj that. cvQry ad- 
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vcrfc obftatcle will be removed ? Alas ! my 
fwcetgirl, how has the calculation you made 
of our annual income been cfiftlly Abridged I 
Surely my diftreffes on that account will not 
be increafcd by any further objeftions and 
delays in your family. .MyElw:ina, I feel 
the diminution of happinefs Ip epctreme by 
the lofs of my dear mother, that I am 
doubly anxious to fecure what reniains with 
you. 1 will not give way to ?the glpomy 
melancholy, . which, in fpite of reafon, 
overwhelnis nrie. / wU not. ■ murn- lih on^ 
witbiiut hope. JBut till I^qan [q^^Vyqu rpin^, 
irrevocably mine, np:peac|e pr cgnnfprt will 
vifit my fad prefaging heart.-, 



I will fooji fee my belivedy anfd Ivcill 
bring my dear mother's legacy- with rrte. 
ilt was her own requeft that! you fhould liavte 
it. You remember^th:e^<SKii^^kTi'hiin^ 
to it ? I ^ad one of my mother, and fliall 
have them 'both! fettc^etfiefl'i haS a 
Ukencfs . taken foitie years 3gt>i- at tier <i4- 
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fire t wd chat I 4bta\l take the iH>f ity of 
iaftening to die diain. Oh, when ihaU I 
be bound in the chain of wedlock to mj 
beloved Elwina ?— -foft, blifsfBli aad per- 
manent chain ! 

I truft our dear arid tender Maria is as 
much with tny gentle love as poilible, and 
kindly driesyoor tears, or fyitipathizes with 
you. Tell her how much my grateful 
heart thanks her. Your own dear mother 
too, I doubt not, (peaks comfortable 
things to her fwciet daughter. Her endea- 
vours may help tohcri ourforrows, by al- 
lowing us the free participation of thet^ 
in each other's fociety. 

Shall 1 fay, my love, I rather expefted 
an ifiViaiion i But I ihill not Wait iot it^ 
Where can I hoipe for a relief. from tr^ dif- 
tfeflcsj but m the confolacion beAowed oil 
me by my beaix's xr^afure i 

Sir Robert B-r— hasj thts monienn. 
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ml n ■ regiment of foot ^ My Elwina, 
what do you lay to it i Till I know what 
effect it will hav« on you, I hardly can 
tell whether to rejoice or be lorry for this 
mark of his kind regard* On you de^ 
pends every thing. Yet,- as my name is 
iiow^nrolled in the king's fervice^ how (hall 
I be able to retraft ? I now (hall not dare 
to approach you^ till I have had a letter 
from my beloved. At leaft I have now 
/tme profelBoo, though it is late to begiA 
afre&fchool at the age of twenty* four. 
My brain feels all confulion. Till I hear 
from you it will not be fettled. In aH 
fituations I am faithfully yours, 

ALFRED. 



LETTER LXXIV. 
Elwii^a to Alpked. 



I 



FEAR, Alfred, my letter will not 
have the charm of compodng your 
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confufed brain. I muft'fay, the/iat- 
tcr part of yours has conipletely deranged 
mine. Alfred is a foldier, and how do I 
feel on die occaGon ? This' is a queftion 
your Elwina; has put to hcrfelf an hundred 
times, hardly knowing ' what '. anfwer * to 
make to it. I have evcrdetermined'ah the 
article ofprofeffion^to le^rfe you unbiafied^ 
and to be fatisfied with whatever yc^ 
fliould choofe. This of arms has, I 
know, ever been a favourite one with[ you; 
It is a life of enterprize ind adivity, and 
as fuch fuits.the vivacity of your fpirit, 
which I have long fecn languifliing for 
want of employment. It is an honourable 
profcflion, and at this time your country 
more particularly calls for the exertion of 
herfiww.- - - ; 

I flatter myfelf, my dear Alfred, I have 
now, in taking 'yovjr fi4e of the queftion, 
advanced as much in its favour as you could 
wi(h or cxpift. And what have I to op- 
pofe to all xhh ? Ahr! only- a weak v^o- 
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man^sfearSy that will fometimes, in defi- 
ance of her reafon, take the lead. . Oh ! 
think -not then of me ! While I fee you 
happy and fatisfied, I will not breathe the 
gcntleft wi(h> that you had chofcn a^ lefs 
hazardous, though more obfcure, life. I 
never could know a moment's cafe, unlefs 
I faw you happy j and,, in whatever fta- 
tion you are in, I am yours eternally. I 
never loved you with a felfifli love. Your 
honour, your advantage were ever dear to 
me. Nor ihould my voice condemn you 
to a life of inglorious eafe for the world. 
It would poifon all my delights. Oh ! 
may the laurel adorn thy brows, and the 
triumph of viftory cheer thy heart ! 

I wifli, however, my mother's acqui- 
efcence followed your choice as freely as 
mine does. I amjorry to fay, fhe is not 
pleafed at your b^croming a. foldier. Slie 
has a terrible notion of red- coats and 
cockades: but I hope (he will be able to 
difcfriminatci and then the refult muft be in 

favour 
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favour of Alfred. Surely he is not changed 
with the cotour of his clothes. ^ Yoo 
" might," flie fays, *• as wcD have ac« 
«« ceptcd of a curacy for the prelent j your 
'< income could not have been lefs than 
'^ an enfigncy : and in the clerical line 
*' they might have been able to do fiMne- 
^ thing for you ; but in the imliury wt 
** know nobody." 

This is talking ftrangely, by the by. 
For you know when we made your profef« 
(ion the fubjeft of converfation, both my 
father and mother exclaimed againft the 
church, as there was no likelihood of rilL 
ing in it without purcfaafing, which wocdd 
not produce common intcreft for your 
money. However, I hope (he will foon 
be reconciled to the idea of feeing her 
daughter the wife of an officer ; for none 
but Alfred, in whatever ftate he may b^ 
(hall ever be the hufband of Elwina. 

ThU 
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This ificerdting fubjeft has engrofled 
me fo oiuch^ that I was near clofing up my 
letter without taking notice of any other 
part of yours. My belored Alfred, I 
fliall accept and treafure up the legacy of 
our angel mother* Received from your 
dear hand, it will be (tamped with double 
value. I wi(h above all things to fee 
youi my tears will be lefs bitter, when 
united with youra« Adieu. 

E L W I N A. 



LETTER LXXV. 

ElWiHA TO AlFKBD. 

I Am happy to tell you, my mother does 
not think you quite fo formidable as 
ihe apprehended, and commends your 
modefty in not paying your firft vifit a la 
milUaire ; though, woman-like, you will 
fay, (he wonders how your foldier*s garb 
bccpmes you. 

I iball 
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I fhall find no other fault with the pro- 
feffion, than that I forefec I fhall have niuch 
lefs of Alfred's company. You arc no 
longer mafter of your own time. The du- 
ties and neceffary cnnployments of your 
new life will engage you too much to leave 
you leifure to trip frequently to H 
But to this I mud and will fubmit with all 
the grace in the world, and with the mag- 
nanimity of a woman who means to follow 
the drum. 

And whenever it beats Til be ready. 

I have a degree of martial fpirit about 
me, and had I been a man, would moft cer- 
tainly have chofcn the navy or army. I 
love aftivity. 

' When do you join the regiment? I hear 
it is encamped in Hyde Park. Oh, what 
a martial age is this ! Nothing but gun 
praftlce going forward. Every habcrdaflier 
muft now trail a pike, or at leaft learn the 
manual exercife. 

My 
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My mother took me this* evening to 
Finchley Common camp ; and I aflure you 
fhe laid, *^ It would have been very coh- 
*^ venient for Alfred, if his regiment had 
*^ been fixed there." I really could not 
fay I ftiould have difliked fuch an arrange- 
ment 5 and was not a little pleafed to find 
her become a convert to the caufe. But 
verfatility is not confined to my father 
alone. Yet I will not complain, fince it 
Ibmetimes operates in our favour. 

I Ihall be glad to hear the difagreeable 
bufinefs of fwearing againft thofc linhappy 
wretches the rioters, is well over ; and as 
you prevented the mifchief from being 
perpetrated, I hope they will efcape with 
lefs than the lofs of their lives. Enough 
have, and are likely to lofe theirs, in con- 
fcquence of their ralhnefs. 

How will the furvivors execrate their 
leader, if he fhould get ofFl I ftill feel 
the utmoft indignation againft him, as the 

prime 
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prime caufc of the dreadful mifchief and 
confufion. And yet, perhaps but for this 
you would never have been en train tb be- 
come a generaliffinno. 

Adieu^ my deareft friend and bell loved* 
Yours for ever, 

ELWINA* 



LETTER LXXVI. 

Alfred to Elwika* 

MY Elwina may indeed fee Icfs of bcf 
Alfred, for fome time— but, «^ thot) 
*^ art with nrie, wherever I go 5*' in the 
field, in the camp ; for ever you are in my 
heart, and it withes to beat no longer than 
while it is yours. 

I have given up the idea of going to 
Lochie's academy, to learn military tac- 
tics. I rtaUy think I fhould Jook too ri^ 
dicuious, to be in a Ichool with a parcel 

of 
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of boys, like Gulliver learning the Liili«* 
putian exercife* I have got fome very 
good books on the fubje£b, and an excel- 
lent old fergeant^ who wUI teach me to 
march, wheel, (houlder, and fire, with the 
beft of them. Indeed there is not muc.h 
for a man to learn who has had the edu« 
cation of a gentleman^ in order to make a 
foldier. Thank Heaven I have a conftitu- 
tional kind of courage^ and at the fame 
time am very cooK So I hope if I do not 
arrive at being generaliffimo^ I fball not 
di%race the corps as a fiibaltern. 

I feall not join, till after the trial of the 
delinquents^^and I own, now my wrath 
is a little abated, I (hall be better pltafcd 
to find they have not tranfgrefTed the laws 
ib much as to preclude them from mercy. 
I intend to propofe, as they are good ftout 
lads, that they fliould offer themfclvcs to 
ietvt in the army or navy, that their coun- 
try may be benefited by the ftrength ih^j 
were fo improperly ufing againft her. 

6 You 
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You have the adl^aritagc -of me— T have 
not yet fecn a camp, though they are now 
fo thickly fown in and about town. But 
my time is fully taken up, and fo it will 
for fome time, as I fhall hot like to ex- 
hibit till I am pretty tolerably verfed * in 
the bufinefs, for fear of getting fent back 
to the drill fergeant, having no ambitiori 
to figure in the awkward /quad. 

I faid I had got fome books on mi- 
litary fubjefts and as my library is too 

voluminous for a foldier, I have exchanged 
fome, which now will be of little ufe to 
me, for fuch as my profefllon makes ne- 
ceflary. Indeed I have fold a great many; 
as I had feveral double fets^ which I found 
when I got them all together ; and I have 
picked out a few, which I (hall beg of 
you to take care of for me. I have no pro- 
perty in which you have not at leafl: an equal 
(hare J fo you may as well take thefe books 
for better and for worfe. Oh I my loved 
angel, when fhall I be permitted to take 

you 
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ybti oft thblc' rtWns? Tfnt cVtnt would be* 
^'^crowningTtiy brow* with laurels indeed, 
*' and cheering my heart, my enraptured 
" heart, with the triuipph of vidtory." My 
Elwina, In all'fituatioM 1 am wholly aAd 
cttffndly yours, . ■ - •■ 

A L F R E !X * 

, L E T T E R LXXVII* 

^0 the fame. 

THE trials are orcrj mydear ElWina \ 
the^ fentehCe wa^ fivfc yehrs labour on * 
thd-Thflrties* . Btit'I beggcfd hard for them^^ 
and at laft \\w^ obtained my wi/h**-they 
are to he fcrtt to the Savoy, to be ihitidted 
in thedutie^ of a foldier^s life, and to be* 
entered' iii- the regiAierit I belong to. The 
pck)r fell6wS feemed fo fchfible of their * 
errbrs, and To penitent, that I feel doirbly 
happy at the lenity of the judge. An^J ■ 
n^w they may repair their mifchiefSj by ex- 
V6l. III. G erting;^ 
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<^rting their ftrcDgth againft the foes of 
their country^ inftead of committiag depr(« 
d^tionson it» 

I can never enough cxprefs niy gratitude ' 
to Sir Robert B ■ ; he has behaved with , 
thorkindnefs of a father to nie, and fijp- 
plies, as well as he can, the dear parent I 
have loft, and Ihall ever lament. He tcHs ' 
rnc, whenever I wilh to purchaft, only to 
give him an opportunity of fervlng me. So 
that there is really a chance of your being 
one day the captain's lady. I fhall live in 
as ikving a manner as I can, not to injure^ 
the reputation of the corps; but indeed 
tfiey are a fet of very well difpofed jfoung 
men ; and the regulations for the nnefs are 
fo well planned, we cannot go beyond a 
certain expence. I eat as well as my colo- 
nel, and only pay in proportion to my 
commifllon. Every guinea I can lay by 
will add to the general ftock, and at lead: 
ihorten the tediou&efs of our feparation a 
day or two. 

Ifliall 
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I fhall be able to pafs a couple of hovers 
with you ncKt Thurfday^ and Sir Robert 
has infifted on my fending to his ftable for 
a horfc -, which indulgence you may be 
affured I (hall avail myfelf of, as it will 
bring nnc fo much fooner to her, in whofe 
prcfence alone I am bleft. 

Your mother Qiall fee how my hat is 
improved by a piece ©f black ribbon in 
the 4oop ; but I oannot ride on horfeback 
with a regimental coat ; it looks toe much 
Wee filly parade. However, I truft flie will 
give her opinion on the camp in Hyde 
Park-;^ moft people like that in St^ James's 
beft^ but I think it looks too confined. 
The pePite camp in the Mufeum Gardens 
feems to bear the belL I hear it is much 
admired, becaufe it looks like a fcene in 
a play. 'A great recommendation to a 
camp truly ! Oh ! it is a fine time for the 
^ miatters and mifles ! You would be furprifed 
tofcethectowdsthat flock every day, and all 
the day, to fee thefc raree {hews, Vauxhall 
G 2 and 
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and Ranelagh arc almoflr dcfert^ ; or at 
kaft, no one thinks of going there till the' 
camp's entertainment is over. You muft 
come, — and I hope Maria will be of the 
party. Indeed not to make the tour of the 
camps, is really to be quite out of the 
world, and fufficient to make you be look-. 
cd on as an odd body, that nobody knoii^St 

Beiides, I have the hope of making your 
good mother quite a convert to the charms 
of aibldicr's life; which, by the by, we 
are able to form a very inadequate idea of, 
I fancy, from what we fee here. However, 
I am prepared for its hardlhips, and feel' 
myfelf equal to every thing, but the lofs 
of myElwinas while bleft with her, all 
ills would be trifling. Adieu, my ever' 
loved Elwina. 

I am faithfully yours, 

ALFRED. 



\ 
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FOR FATHERS. rij 

... • . ." • ■ ■. . ^ 

LETTER LXXVIir. 

El:97ina to Alfred. 

IT was really a political manceuvrcof 
yours to get my mother iq camp^ ftie 
declares flie was never fo well plcafcd in 
her life ; and protcfts if it had been the 
6r(t time of feeing* y-ou^ arid I had not 
furrendcred my .heart, fhc fliogld have, 
tboiight me tlie xnoft infenOble of beings. 
Never "ddid flie fee any one look fo bril- 
liantly handfome as you did. And I muit 
Qn my own part acknowledge, that I could 
i)pt l^tTeo^ark tp myfelf, that your head, 
all together looked infinitely better than it. 
would have done y^iith a tight round curl,) 
and a roie in ypur hat. Your elegant (hape, 
is feen to advantage now, which would 
have been lofi in a gown and caflbck. ' I 
am not u fed to flatter; and indeed fome- 
times I think I am too backward in giving 
praife where it i^ due. • But I muft fay, I 
G 3 never 
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never faw you look fo well as ycfter* 
day— —You did ia truth look cxqutfitely 
handfomc, particularly when you put oa 
your hat; it ihewed you in a djflTcrent 

charadler to what I had ever feen you. 

bh, how you rivalled your pifture ! Do 
you know, I think that portrait wants ani- 
matioh — and I have a great mind to defire 
you to fit again, A good way that of lay- 
ing up guineas to be fure. But I am no|t 
fatisfied wHh this^ and I will have it drawa 
when I anm prefent ; fo prepare yourftlf : 
you know the expence of mounting will b^ 
laved, as the fame will do. I have told my 
iix>ther this moment of my dcfign^ and fhe 
approves of it fa miich> that fhe tnfifts on 
being at the whole expence. So you have 
only to inquire which is t;hc beft painter^i^ 
and fet your fwcct features in order. 

'- My mother, Maria, and myfclf intend 
going to town on Monday;, if you can 
fpare an hour or two, we will call for you 
at Jeffery's in Pall Mall-^w he fhall re- 

fet 
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fct the refcmblancc of the moft amiable 
(4vhich is better than faying the hand- 
femeft) of men. You can certainly have 
leave of abfcnce for a few hours j and 
1 hope you will make the beft ufe of your 
time, to examine which of the painters 
you think moft likely to fucceed — and then 
when we meet, let us know where we arc 
to go. I mUft have the likenefs well done 
•— if poffible like that which is ftamped by 
the Kand of lovtj in the faithful bofom of 
your own 

ELWINA. 
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Alfred to Elwina. . 

^TEVER has the. heart of Alfred 
l^. known fo much true delight as .in 
this laft happy week. Oh, how rich is my 
memory ftorcd with the charming recollec* 
G 4 tion 
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But why do you turn away your lovely 
eyes from my impaffioned glances ? And 
why did my beloved, when I would have 
ftolen a tender kife the laft evening, why^ 
did (be difappoint me ? Truft me, I hardly 
dofed my eyes the whole night ; and the* 
qiorciBcation was the more fenfibly felt, a& 
X was obliged to fetoff at fo early an hour,^ 
that I had no chance of feeing you. I had 
Ideally planned that little manoeuvre to ob* 
tain a heavenly kifs from your lovely lips,, 
and it was too cruel to refufe me when on 
the point of fucceeding* I felt your balmy 
breath when you fnatched your dear face 
from me ; and the kifs was loft for ^fct^ 
I (hall never forget it, nor (halli I forgive 
you, if you do not make me lat^e amenda 
next time we meet.. I will not let you off 
without paying interest. You ttivA allow 
it was pra6ti(ing on my fenfibility too fe-^ 
verely, to admit me to the gate ef heaven^ 
only to clofe it upon me ac the inftantii 
and I darefay, if Maria had been prefcnr^ 
ixe would have ^Iven it againft you, as 

ufurping 
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tifurping a too tyrannic power over your 
flave. 

1 ihall cxpeft fomc conceflion in my 
f^ivour when next I have the happinefs of a 
letter from your dear hand; and,- my fweet 
girl,, do remember^ that I have never pre* 
fumed on any inftance of indulgence you 
have thought me worthy of receiving— — 
nor wiir 1 ever— —You may truff me at 
all- times ; I never hav« for one moment 
Toft Gght of my refpe6t^and veneration, as 
well as love, which I believe is more firmly 
fixed than ever man's wason a lovely woman. 
I know you pretend to fay your afFcftion 
is fuperigr to mines but I believe you not. 
I know my inferiority to you-— and there- 
fore the objeft being^lefs deferving, can- 
not infpire fo much tendcmcfs as I feci 
ibr you, who are fuperior to every other 
being in the world,, in the eyes and heart 
#f 

ALFRED. 

i 

G. 6 L E T« 
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LETTER LXXX. - 
Elwina t^ Alfred. .* 

I HAVE rather an idea that I am 5^, 
little favourite too with yow colbnel — ' 
no impediment to your advancement yoti 
know— on the' contrary, it is in your fa- 
vour, as . a handfome wife or filler often- 
times fecures promotion. I aflurc you he 
faid fomc very gallant things to me wheai 
we walked together to the coach* I think 
him a very pleafant agreeable man j and 
if you continue at all rcfradory in my fer- 
vice, I fhall lodge my ccrnplaint with him,[ 

As to the affair of the iifs rejeSied^ \ 
hardly know what to fay to iti it was die 
cfied of a moment, and rather foolifla oa 
both fides—I know not which wa^ in faulty 
and we will fettle it when we meet, I hop.^ 
to our mutual -fatisfaftiohj we will not fall 
cut about fuch a trifle neither. As you 
'-T • .* 4!?i fay. 
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iay, if Maria had been by, (he would have 
given it againi): me; and I will juft whif^ 
per very foftly in your car> that perhaps I 
fliould not have been fo fcrupulous in her 
pr^fence. A third perfon is a fandion to^ 
a delicate minded woman -, and I have felt 
the force of it a thoufand times — for I can 
^alk and a6t with fifty times^ the freedom. 
to you before her, or indeed any third 
perfon, than when we ar« alone, i know 
aot \fhether you have made the obfer* 
Yation* It will tiot be always fo 1 fuppoiie 
•7^^—-} cannot telh 

I agree with 'you> that few weeks ever 
pa0ed more happily finc^ that diflinAion 
of tinie was invented, than the laft. Whyi 
fhould not each fuccceding year of our; 
IJvca be fpent in the fame way, giving and* 
receiving proofs of the moft faithful af- 
fj^toft^ In fuch a manner-—^. 

As angels might behold, or virgins tclh 

:... ■■ /■■. ,.... ...... .Yes^i 
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Yes, Alfred, whfle memory holds its fear 
m my brain, I (hall retrace with delight 
riiofe blifsful hours I wore away with yoir,. 
Tou left me, and , as you thought, too early 
rn the morning to expeft to fee me. Why 
did you take that idea into your head ?* I 
hoped you would have juft tapped at my 
door, and 1 fhould hare followed you inta 
the drawing room iir a moment, for I was- 
vp and dreflcd, perhaps before you h»i^ 
opened your eyes. Did you think I loft^ 
m dulifleep the laft night that Alfred was 
to be our gueft ? Thank Heaven I anr, 
not quite fa ihipid. I waited, not without 
the flutter of cxpeftation that you would 
fteal away without faying ** good morning* 
to you."' At laflr the clock ftruck fix, and- 
I ventured forth, becoming then appre* 
hcnfivc you would be too late for muftcrt 
1^ faw^^ one of the houfemaidS) and- on my 
aiking her if you had been calledi fhe fenr 
me back to my room, with fomething very 
like a figh, by telling me, you had^ been; 
gone almoft an hour« Sure pri good geniusf^ 
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Jkpty though 1 was waking. Adieu, my 
dear AKredt I ain moft truly yours, 

ELWINA. 



LETTER LXXXL 

3V thejame^ 

I WISH I had better news for you> 
my dear Alfred — my brother is return- 
ed from his> excurfion, and the firft words 
he faij to rac wcrc> " You are quite de- 
^ lighted^ no doubt,, with the idea of a 
^ fcartet coat and cockade — to carry the 
^^knapfack will fuit your delicate notions^ 
«* and to follow the camp, will not fatigue 
** jour fine limbs. Your prudent chpicc 
*• is now decidedly a proper one. Your 
" lover has the privilege of ftarving ac- 
«• cording to a£t of parliament, and the 
••^ laws of his country," 

. ) looked on all this as much too low to 
- . be 
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be anfwercd, and therefore I fat like the , 
ftatue of ** patience on a wionumentf*' bu^ 
I helieye my finile was rather a contemp- 
tuous one, which was not quite in cha- 
Vafter. He then began on my father and^ 
mother^ for their (bameful indulgence to a 
pafllon which ought to have been ftiflcd in 
its birth — an attachment produftive of no- 
thing but poverty and beggar>^ When, 
my mother fpoke (which> Heaven ble& 
her, Ihe did naoft nobly) of your worth and 
characSler, " Let him carry his virtues into 
" any other family/' faid he, " and I will" 
'•^ allow therri as much weight as you do — 
" but you all know I had other views for 
"* the girl -, fhe' knew it herfelf—— views 
" which would have raifed us to grandeur, 
*' not deprefled us to poverty, and dif- 
«* united the family/' 

" Yes/* I replied, « I do plainly fee 
*' what were your vieWs i but they corre- 
«* fponded not with my inclination, and 
*^ therefore I 'rejefted thdmrr 'I had tny 

«* father's 
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/* father^s fan^ion ipr what I have done> 
.5', and to him I will ful^mic in all things-^ 
«f to him I owe Qbcdience^ and to him 
/^alone/"^ 

This fpecch, to be fure, was no{ likely 
tjv.faften mattefs much j and he muttered 
to himfclf, he ftiould find a way to make 
-IM obedient to others, or he was mueh 
,miftaken« But I care not j he cannot al« 
ter my mind with regard to its fentiments 
for you— -nor do \ think be wiH be able to 
prevail on my father to forego his late re- 
4(Ax&on. I am certain he never need know 
of liiy father's-kiiid intention of making Mi 
ndriitton tt). my fqirfeiine; aod my views in 
life rave rpallf'fc^ free from an^bidon, that 
siiiuEtr would roncent you^ would be af^ 
^ueiice to mcir * 

...;.■■■- , -. . t . 1 

* I^hope to FTeslven this turbulent brothef 
Will not ftay iorig'with us; But I intreat 
you, for my fake, not to come hither till i 
Apprize you of his departure. I fee he 1$ 
\ ' ^ difpofed 
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dlfpofed CO quarrel with you> atrd nothing 
-would fo nearly difturb my peace for ever 
as fuch an event. Therefore, my dear and 
faithfully beloved Alfred, keep your tern* 
per if you ever fliould meet, for the fake 
t( your 

£ L W I N A. 



LETTER LXXXir, 
Alfred to Elwina»" 

HAVE I not caufe, mydeareftEI^ 
windj to complain of the hardaeft 
of my fate? And to wliat farther ills may 
I not be expofed, by. being dotlbljr wounded 
through your fide ? I begin to fear I have 
paid a too implicit obedience to your fa- 
ther, whom I refpedlied as if he had been 
pfiy own. Will then the honour and faidi 
I repofed in his, be fo cruelly abufed i You 
fay, my love, you hope your brother will 
not be able to effe£t his purpofc» Tcto 

furcl| 
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furely he has, or your father would have 
taken pains to quiet your mind, by frefh 
aOurances ; and you would have eafed my 
aching heart by communicating them to 
me. Yes, this proud fenator has gained 
hiscaufe — I fee it plainly. How (hall I 
then repent my ralh vow, never to receive 
the hand of Elwina, biit as the gift of 
-her father! He is your father, Elwina^ 
and Heaven and you can witnefs, I never 
breathed a wifli that you fliould ad others 
wife than became the moft duteous of 
daughters* But let the fcomful heir of the 
family . beware how he roufesa fpirit ux»- 
ufed to give or receive injuries* Tamely 
I wiU never receive them. I have fre* 
quently remarked his averted eye, and fu? 
gercilious air ; but which I never hinted 
before, left I (hould give my Elwina pain« 

He ia unworthy the name of brother 

pnworthy the kind confideration with which 
you fo induftrioufly fought to make me 
believe he treated me with more civility 
than any one elfe, who had not a ticle> or 

fome 
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•fome fuch trifling, empty advantage over a 
man of honour. For your fake, my Elwina^ 
I have been deaf as well as blind; but he 
Ihall never find me infenfibleof injuries, 
or contemptuous treatment. 1 have borne 
a great deal, which I hoped you did not 
fee, and which my afFedion for you kept 
me lilent under. I will flill bear as much 
as a man ought to bear> becaufe he is the 
Ton of my Elwina's parents. But you would 
xleipifexne^ as I ought to be defpifedj if. I 
'ihould put up with infuit; which I plainly 
ice hetneaos toufe towards me» from the 
fentiments he dared to utter to you. 
^ . ^ ^ . ■ ■ ■ . 

" The indignity oflffcred npe' by^thls unt 
worthy brother of the fwcetefl: of womcni 
has had its \ife, fiiice it has awakened a 
Ipirit, which perhaps from, its lyiitg dor- 
mant, he little "thought I ppfleffed 5 but 
let him again, I fay it, let "hi'm be^ar* 
kindling it to a flame ! 

Be aflured, my bcft, my only love, t 

feel 
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feel the utmofl: tranfport in believing you 
will never be another's. I am as confident 
in your truth, as I am of my own exiftence. 
All my apprehenfions refult from the dread 
of what you may fuffer in perfecutions from 
thofe of your fartiily whom I have been 
fo unfortunate as to offend, without 
knowing how. But will your dear mother 
give up the intereft fbe promifed us ? Will* 
your father falfify his word, given as fa- 
credly as mine to him? Oh, my Elwina, 
is it not dangerous fophiftry to fay, his 
breach will abfolve me ? Alas ! I fear it 
is; and what would be the confequence of 
fuch doftrine ? Perhaps evcrlafting repro- 
bation from your .family. - Good God ! ^ 
what a fate is ours ! I hope I am antici- 
pating an evil, that Heaven, in pity to our 
conftant affedion, will avert. But your 
letter ha^ added iharp points to the arrow 
that has already wounded my heart. You 
haare fuffered more, my Elwina, I am con- 
vinced you have, than you have allowed 
yourfelf to expreis. What ha^ the infolenf 

Clodio 
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Clodio dared to do ? My foul is all up in . 
arnis^ when I rcfie£t on his invidious fneers 
and taunts to the lovclicft, bell of women. 
Am I not your protedor ; and (hall I Hand 
coldly by and fee fuch excellence ilKufed ? . 
Oh, no Elwina — I muft be deprived -of 
ftrength^ of fenfe, of every fentiment of 
honour and feelings ere I could betray fo. 
nauch ftupidity« 

Yet I win be caiirt— I hope there will 
be no occafion to fliew my refentment. 
Though he is not a man to my tafte» I 
would for your fake court his acquaintance* 
But then let him treat me as I am entitled 
by birth, like a gentleman — not like a bafe 
beggar, who would meanly Heal the trea* 
fure that had been r^ftifed to my imreaty. 
Why did our wayward fortune fend Clodio 
in the way fo foon ? And why is ^our fa^ 
ther a pfiere machine,. to be ^ound up, or 
(lopped, juft as that brother pleafes I Why- 
wiU he. not have an opinion of his own, 
and give way to the tranfp^rt his heart. 

would 
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iKTOuld fed in making my charming Elwina 
happyj with the man chat adores her ? 

Excufe mc, mf Elwina^ if I difobey you 
—I will come to fee you. It would look 
rtry ftrange in me, after the reception and 
invitations I have fo lately received, not 
to vifit at your houfe. They then might 
have fomc plea againft me. — I alk not 
when your brother will be from home— I 
^H neither feek or avoid him j nor will 
I quarrel with him if I c;^^lp it. Thefe 
conceflions, my Elwina, nMf make to you 
—but expe6k no more ^ 1 would fooner die 
—or, what is infiaitely worfe than death, 
loie all chance of being umted to you, 
who ape dearer to me than any thing but 
lionour, rather than be guilty of meannefs ^ 
to himj or any man in the worlds 

I am, with all tnxh and (lAcerity, forever 
yours • 

ALFRED. 

LFT^ 
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LET T ER LXXXIII. 
Elwina to Alfasd. 

HOW fhall I apologize to my ever,- 
amiable Alfred^ bow palliate the 
ftrange behaviour he met with ycftcrdayf- 
Alas 1 what is come to each branch of my. 
family, and why will they urge me to wifhv 
we had not been fo fcrupuloufly atteatiyc- 
to our part of^j^ agreement, whcft tbcy . 
fe&m to have iWally fcy:gotten theirs i ^ « 

. T il -»' • '.-.; — - 
^ My nf)Other is now qutf^ chaiigi^iby- 
my brof^er's arguments ;: and.^dcclar^s, (he •' 
fliall be miferable .from the idea of my 
marrying an officer. My father fays,, he- 
was not intitled to give.hia.confenccwithout* 
the concurrence of his fon — and he fees 
occafion for.withdi*avying;if.: .His'fon.!— 
Is tlien my happinefs and well-doing to 
depend on the^ capricious and unjuft will 
of a haughty, imperious brother? Ah, my 

dear 
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.rlear Alfred, the reafon of his pique is, 

• becaufeT refufcd the addrcHesof his friend 
•^-his favourite, Sir Thomas K— — . Had 
I been prevailed on to facrifice myfclf to 

"fcnti, a match languifhed for by my brother 
'tmuld then perhaps have been accom- 
-pliftied, between him and Lady AnnCs 

T , whofe brother married Sir Tho* 

mas's fifter — and I find he had promifed to 

life all his intereft to engage her toxon- 

•'fent:.-^the fmallnefs of her fortune might 

■ iiave been an inducement on her fide to 

■ rrtix her patrician blood with our plebeian 
' race. However, the baronet is not enough 

his'friehdtodohim a kindnefs for nothing 
—and r was to be the purchafe of his fa- 

• trouf. It is from this difappointment my 
brother has become fo much your enemy. 
*But ril be revenged y and love you better for 

it; and nothing fliall ever (hake my fixed 
refolve. The coldnefs of my father's be- 
haviour (hocked me very much — and I 
had the courage, after you left us, to re- 
monftrate againft his cruelty, and even 
Vol. III. H dared 
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dared to fay he was unjuft. He was ex- 
tremely angry at my boldnefs — but, as I 
always do for a little time, I brought him 
to hear reafon i however, I am forry to 
fay there is fo much verfatility in his comr 
pofition, that he is turned by a ftraw — and 
in five minutes my brother's haughty threats ^ 
will do more, than an hour of my in- 
treaty. 

I repeat to you what I told you, I would 
die a thoufand deaths rather than you 
fhould aft meanly, or make any undue 
fubmiffion. 1 feel how much I am indebted 
to you for the forbearance you praftifed to 
my father. That to him was a mark of 
refpeft, which to my brother would have 
been an unmanly degradation. No, for 
my fake you fhall never be fubjedt to in- 
fult — I cannot bear the idea — nothing is fo 
repugnant to my fentiments. Your offer 
of keeping or refigning your commiffion, 
was furely conceflion enough ; and ought 
to have been more gracioufly attended to. 

Surely 
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Surely 'tis I alone who am to experience 
the inconvenience of fuch a fituation, and 
hot them. My brother has often declared 
he would fee me fink under the poverty I 
have chofen, rather than extend an arm 
' to fav? me. Is it thus they feek to weaken 
my attachment to the moft amiable, moft 
lovcdof men ? Ah, how weak would be 
their ftrongeft efforts to effeft fuch a pur- 
pofc! 

1 told my father his word and honour 
once paired, could never be recalled -, and 
I was bound to aft as if it was ftill his will 
as much as it had been. I would not in- 
deed marry you without his confent-«-but I 
rould never forget that he had given it. 
He foys that it was conditionally. I allpyv 
it — and have moft religioufly adhered 
to the conditions. He cannot make the 
leaft objeftion either to your charafter 
or morals — and this acceptance of a com- 
miflion is now held up, as the only thing 
which operates againft you j when but a 
H 2 few 
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few months: fincc thcjr fc^med almoft dif- 
fatisfied becaufeyou could not find Some- 
thing to do. 

My dear Alfred, wc muft have, ^ecourfc 
to our old fupport, hope. Time may lef- 
fcn the difficulties, and may brmg us to- 
gether. I fwear, on all my expedations 
of future happinefs, no time or circum- 
ftances Ihall ever change my fcntiments 
for you; I rely on the ftrength of your 
affeftion, as the greateft comfort this world 
can afford me — EitheY I (hall be yours 
or none other's ; as I have livedo fo will I 

: die,. yours only . . • .,, .^. 

^^/,^^/ J/' /■', - .E.IVS^ 

' L E J T E R ' LXXXiy* 

11 rT'Y Moved friend, mufti wer, be 
JLtJL dpomed to lament the ficklenefs 
of my father's . difpofition ? Sometiirics 

he 
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he {jpcm^L inclined tp favpur the/affe<5lion 
of my amiable Alfred, and the next day he 
is more averfe to him than ever. This un- 
fortunate, acceptance of a commiflion is 
the only pica they can any of them hang 
a Ihadow of reafon upon ; and yet, how 
have'^hey' corxdcmned him for not feeking 
fomc prqfeffion ! They, really almoft wear 
ojyt my patience. They are all againft 
rpc; ev4:n niy once kind mother Is al- 
tered, I c^ai^ ;io longer fee my Alfred 
with pleafure 5 I dread his having forinc 
grofs a^ront put uppji hipti, which I am 
lure his.fpirit wpuj^d not ful?mitto; and 
ih^Il hafdl^ be furprifcd if . his vifits arQ^ 
forbidden. Was it not for our ftridk 
adherence to rigid honour, we Ihould noc 
HOW be iaprienting each other's abfepcc. 
Bu^ why do I talk this /wildly ? I \^ould 
r^ather die t^an fuhjedt him to pecuoiary, 
difficulties. Oh J wQuId tp Heaven Sir 
Robert B*— — had never given him the 
fatal commiflion! My nioiher declares, 
IJ15 never would hayp reftcd till Ihe had 
H 3 obtained 
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obtained her point; but now, fhe fays, 
fhe will oppofe, with all her influence, a 
marriage that can be produftive of no- 
thing but mifery and diftrefs. Why will 
flie perfift in arguing thus ? Is he not the 
fame tender, afFedlionatc, amiable Alfred, 
he was ? Can the colour of his coat change 
his fentiments ? Has he not tried various 
means, and made various attempts, all 
, fruitlefs ones, to advance his fortune f 
And why mifery and diftrefs ? I mufl: run 
the chance of thoufands who marry men 
in the army. Oh, Maria, I would run' 
any chance with my Alfred ; yet I am Jiot* 
fo filly as to think we can live without* the' 
ineans of fubfiftence j or would I "brave niy 
father's reprobation. My Alfred calls 
himfelf fhe^ viSHm of a curfeT^ Heaven 
Ihield me from fuch an inheritance ! No,' 
I win ftill- perfift jji afting right. I will 
adhere to my duty thus .far ; that I' will 
not marry Alfred, without iriy" father's con- 
fent, or a profpeft of our living with fome 
degree of credit. But I will never, no 
^ ■' never^ 
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lever, refign Kim. Nothing fhall ever pre- 
vail on me to promife that I will not ' 
Tiarry him at all, or that I will marry ano- 
ther. 

My unworthy brother fpeaks of him in 
the moft contemptible terms. I own I 
dread to hear his name mentioned ; and 
this morning I begged my mother would 
call another fubjeft. ** We are all obfti- 
" nate alike," I faid — *' or, if that is too 
'^ free a declaration, all too Heady. I de- 
** fpair of bringing my brother over to my - 
" opinion, and I will die before he makes 
" me a convert to his. My father can 
*' no more depart from his word, with ho- 
** nour, than I can. He once allowed of 
*^ my engagement to the moft amiable 
" man in the world, and he cannot retradk 
"from it. I am deftined to Alfred with 
" his voice ; and whatever influence my 
" brother may. now aflume, he cannot re- 
" call the fentence." 

H 4 All 
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All my hope is> that they may not meet 
any where by chance ; if they (hould, I 
dread the cojifequcncc. I can rely on Alfred 
for never feeking ; but I am likewife as 
certain he will never avoid him. Nei- 
ther will he give or receive an inlufit. 
Oh ! Heaven defend him from either I 
My mind is never one moment at cafe ; I 
tremble left Alfred flxHild come when ray 
turbulent brother is from, home ;. and I 
a(n ftill more terrifkd when thai: hrother 
is in tDwn> left they IhoiiW encounter each 
other^ when 1 am not by to foften matters. 
I am fure I could prevail oo ooy Alfned to 
bear any thing that was<notdecQgatDry to 
a man of honour ; his tender aSeiftion for 
me would oblige him to bear nciore from. 
Clodio than any other man. Bxit infult 
and contemptuous language !—-Qh 1 I 
could aot myfelf fupport the ide^v of the 
man I loved bejng thus grofsly treated^ 

Indeed, my dear Maria> my fituation is 
moft truly a pitiable one 5 and I know not 

when 
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when there is any probable chance of my 
cafe being better. I have nb'ofie to be- 
frien4 me i only you, my Maria, and my 
amiable Alfred. How dreadful to have 
all my own family unite jagainff me ! and 
for what offence in me ?' For being fehfi- 
ble of the many perfeftions of one of the 
beft of men, and th€ 0ne> who but a few 
weeks before, both my father and mother 
declared they would give me <oy iii' pre- 
ferencfr to all others. "Am I the onlyone 
oF nty risicc who is poflcffcd of conftancydf 
opinion ? 

I mjuft now leave off. I did intend 
conning to you this day, jiotwithftanding 
tl^e heat of the weather i out I am pre- 
vented. My mother told nne we were to 
have comps^ny to dinner : and what do 
you jthink fhe added ? "I wifti, ]f Iwipa, you 
«« would lay afide that drefs. I do not 

1 -.jT-,- ' vr ^ • ■ :'T ^ >■• ; try- 

V Jilf e to fe^ you in n>ourning." I beg- 
ged to be ^xcufed: \ .could not i;i de- 
cency put it off. Nojr. could I help fay- 

H 5 ing> 
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ing, with a tear ftarting into my eye, 
•* You, madam, have given me fufficicnt 
•* caufc to have a mourning heart j 
•* why then may not my outward habit 
•< corrcfpond witli the colour of my 
",mind?*' 



I now can tell you why my mother 
wilhcd me to appear in colours to-d?yf 
the difagreeable Sir Thomas K dined 

here ; our odious cabinet dinners have be- 
gun again. 

I fcarcely^ opened my lips during the 
dinner. He fat next me, and took abun- 
dance of pains to render himfelf agreeable. 
In the dcffcrt there were melons; and he 
fancies no one cuts up a melon equal to 
himfelf. He offered rne a piece I' and, on 
my refufing him' (you know it is a fruit I 
never eat), he faid, he reeoUefted I refufcd 
him laft year. I looked at" him, and" as 
I wiftied to repay him fome fcorn for the 
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ill-timed gallantry he had perfecuted me 
with the whole dinner time, I anfwered ; 
*< I am very fteady in my taftc as well as 
" fentiments ; what I have once refufed, 
^* I never accept/' He plainly underftood 
me, and fo did my brother, who fe<?med 
all attention to each word I uttered. I 
fancy but little that I faid pleafed him. 
Thank Heaven, as there were no ladies, my 
mother made the motion for quitting the 
room very early. The bold Baronet at- 
tempted to take my hand, but I prevented 
him, and even longed to repel his free- 
dom lefs gently than I did. However, 
he whifpered, " I ftiall beg a di(h of cof- 
** fee in the drawing-room before I go." I 
bowed (lightly. My mother called to me, 
for I was really tripping up to my own room. 
She 'had likewife noticed my reply to Sir 
'Thomas, and chid me very unkindly I 
thought, -and I coiild not reftrain my tears 
nor remonftrances. My eyes ftill fliewed 
I had been weeping when Sir Thomas 
camel v^: ■ I difcovered a fcheme in this 
'-■ - H 6 direaiy. 
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dircdtly. He approached me with an air^ 
he meant to be tender, and with a foftened 
voice inquired to what caufe my deje6lion 
was owing, I felt a ftrong inclination to 
fay, " Thou art the nian !" My mother 
laid fomething which too plainly proved 
we had had an altercation. He begged 
he might be mediator. — I refufcd his in- 
terference — afluring him he had nothing 
to do between my mother and me. I 
rang for coffee, and kept the fervant in the 
room till fome gentlemen came i-n : and 
I prevented his coming near me, by plac- 
ing myfcif quite in the Corner of the room, 
and the table being a pretty large one kept 
him off admirably. Nor would I fuffer 
the fervants to remove it when the tea and 
coffee were done with, as I called for my 
netting-box. My induftry, and the work 
I was about, called forth many choice witti- 
cifms from the men : which, however, I 
am not going to treat you with r they were 
too much in the common-place ftylej fuch 
as neU tjo en/nan b^ariSy tbief-n^fs^ and a 
7 thoufand 
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thoufand of thefe kind of nothings, that 
ferve no other purpofe, than to fatigue the 
hearers, and fliew the white teeth of the 
fpeakers. 

Oh, .hov happy was I when they were 
gone ! And then I told my mother, I 
really could bear no more chiding this 
evening ; and I hafted up to my pen, to 
relieve my anxious mind, by venting its 
forrows to my beloved Maria. 

D.o come to-n>orrow, if you can,, or 
fend to me to pafs the day with you.. 
Jenny will carry this to you, and 1 (hall 
bid her wait till you have perufed it. 

It is full late to fend her j but (he will 
get one of the gardeners to accompany 
her. She is now waiting. Adieu, my 
ever dear friend; I know your gentle 
heart feels moft keenly the griefs of your 

ELWINA^ 
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LETTER LXXXV. 

31? the Jame. 

OH ! my dear, dear friend, the evil 
I dreaded has in part fallen upon 
me ! I told you yefterday all my fears, left 
Alfred, my dear Alfred, and my headftrong 
brother fhould meet, and a quarrel be the 
confequence. Oh, Maria! I amjuft told 
that there has been a rencontre between 
my Alfred and Sir Thomas K You 

may be certain, from the quarter I heard 
it, all the fault was Alfred's. I will not, 
cannot believe it : I am (ure the affront 
was firft given to him. Thank Heaven 
(oh, on my knees have I offered my acr 
knpwledgments to Heaven), there is.no 
mifchief on either fide. Evep his adver- 
faries could not avoid doing him juftice in 
his condud during the duel. But this fa-. 
tal bufinefs has made all matters worfc. 
My brother told my father in my prcfence, 

"If 
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*^ If he did not now cfpbufe the caufe of 
^^ his friend, he muft no longer confider 
<^ him as his fon : he Ihould (cparate him- 
" felf totally- from ^ the family, and never 
*/ be an inmate of the houfe again/* 

" Good God !" cried iny father, *< Ibe- 

" lieve you will kill me between you. 

^* What a world it is ! Nothing but dif- 

«^ fenfion in every part df it : and now my 

^ owrt fkfmly are all" at variance. One 

"'jiulHng one way,' one another. You 

^* fay, ybu will rendunce your family, un- 

*? lefs 1 efpoufe the caufe of your friertd ; 

*^ and your fifter will be ready to renounce 

'^he'r fefriily,'- if: I do : for Hi^aven's fake 

** find fome middle way by which I may con- 

«' duft rhyfelf; I am more than halfdif- 

« trafted !" - - -ci ' 

.-:• I- . . . oil > 

' *^ She libay aft as (he pleafes j but by" — 
and moft irreverently he fwore, " I (hall 
'* ftill retain my refolution of giving you 

3 D'^^ 
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Did you ever, Maria^ hear fuch infor 
lence to a fatheri fq much top good ^ 
his has bcca? 

*' Heaven forbid," I cried, with fopi^ 
emotion I could not fupprefs, *^ that I 
«5 fliould rfnounce> or be renounced I All 
" J prefume to requeft is^ that I. may P9t 
*f,be perfecuted" >Mith th^ s^r^fS^, f^( a 
."pan whom Ifhould h^ye^^efufpd^/ cyeo 
.*' if my Jie^ij had becpjdiifengagcd:S Ji h^ye 
*' repeatedly faid, I will never, ms^^ry rwifhr 
«* out my father's confent, or wjljcfs I ^m 
«* driven tp i t ^^& my laf):, f eiburcc.^* _ 

«* All this is prctJtyjijargOT^ to bfi foyp/' 
faid the unnatural creature, " abput beards, 
^^ perfecutions^ addreffes, and A?/ refourcesi 
" great perfecution, to be preventcii 
*' from marrying a beggarly fellow in a 
.^' l-ed coftt, who jthAnksi hifp^^tf; jniitlcd, 
^* on the prefumption ofw.earing:^ cock^ 
f « ade, to be impertwpnt to gcntlcjnen.'* . 

♦^'Wh^iw 
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*' Whcaevcr, Sir/* faid I, addrefling 
myfclf to my father, " you authorize that 
** illiberal man, whom I. blufh to call 
*' brother, to ufc fuch language before me ; 
<< you will excufe my remaining in the 
•^ fame room." On which I went up to. 
nly^ own channiber, nor (hall I. go down 
when. I can poIEbly avoid it« 

T^u6, my dear Maria, is your popr 
faopd iituated. I beg of Heaven that 
tUefe djlffenfions in our family may ceafe ; 
and wUb, as my poor deluded father fays^ 
/(28f« wiiddlfij ^^' may* he. fmnd ouh <>r I 
I^npw npt to whajt exttemicies they may 
dnv;C me. When I h^ve ^ letter from my. 
Alfred, I will either fend or carry it to 
you. I long to have a little converfation 
that is more congenial to my foul than 
what haspafled lately. 

My mother has juft been in, and told 
me it has been propofed from my fitter 
G«-i.~ — , that I fhould fpend a few weeks 

with 
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with her. But I anfv/ered, «^ I could 
** forefee no good intended me in that vifit, 
** as it is in the neighbourhood of Lord 

" T ; and in all likelihood Sir 

** Thomas was to be their frequent gueft, 
** which would infallibly oblige me to 
•* purfue meafures that were at prefent fo- 
^* reign to my intentions, and which I hoped 
** I fhould never be forced to fly to, as a 
" remedy againft ufurped authority." How 
rhy refufal will be taken, I know not, but 
I will not go, I am refolved, let what 
will be the confcquence. My dear Ma- 
ria, I now languilh for your fweet confol- 
ing company snore than ever. William 
^ill take this to you ; do fay you will 
come to your faithful and afflifted 

ELWINA. 



LET- 
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LETTER LXXXVI. 

Alfred to Elwina. 

MY bcft, my only love, I f^^cl im- 
patient to vindicate myfclf in 
your eyes^ for appearing fo carelelV of a 
Hfe you honour with taking fuch a tender 
ihtereft: in* But I know you love me too 
wdl to wife me t6 hold it on any other 
terms than that of a man of honour. And 
I muchrather would have had the tears 
of my Elwina flow over the cold body of 
ficV farthfiil Alfred, than call a blufh on her 
cKi^k for havihg*'1oved a nfian who proved 
Ruiilclf a fcoundrel. 

• I -knownot hoi<r the tranfaftion has been 
related to you j 'I hdpc in no manner that 
refleds on my condaft ; I hacve witnefles 
of it, and of the moft refpedlable kind. 

Sir Robert B ;- did me the honoirr of 

attending me to the field;- and his wordmuft 

be 
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be believed, if I could be thought capa* 
ble of giving a partial account. 

I paid, my deareft Elwina, the utmoft at- 
tention to your charge, to avoid each circum- 
ftancc of qu^rrfil, i£^ pQfl^Jp. . Ijtojd^ yo^ 
how much I would bear ior yopr &k^a^^ 
peace fake ; but that I comHI g9;. nq &^ 
farther. On Tuefd^y tWPiIWftg; I ^^ 9ft 
guard in Hyde-park; .aiid:iftx^hc,qvj5i^oftr 
while ftiU m 4utj5, 1 ^a#. w^Mffpg yff^ 

Gaptairx L Qf t^? ^c. cqrgji^^ Ifji^, 

ijDg at tKe y^ietjr, of coijnpapj^, i!rfi)^ 
novelty of s^ c^mpi iw ^^.m&^^^^^ 
Qf London briqg^. cj^fggr 9^^ tfli^!^; jjqJJ:, 

qaJU and t» hcaf tlj^ ,«a^^ff-. . Ji:!^^:^?^ 
fee your brother and Sir.T^J^p;^jiJ-TT^ 
till they were clofe upon me. I bowed 
tx) both, aod fpok^ «> .y©Hrj br^i^r. I 
declare, upon myhoappf, | 4*4 ^^h ^ 
he might not flippofe; I f^krA^iT^!?^> 
ment againft hiixu His i;<|:urx) ^^^ as dif- 
cant as poflible. The Barooei took qS 
his hat; and looking in my fnce; witk % 

fuper- 
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fupiercilibus air, ^fvSng a'lihe from Shake- 
ijpeafe^s Jubilee. 

He wouM be a foldier, the Tweet Willy O. 

.Happily 'the remembrance of fi[ k. 

Who challenged a man for looking at his 
'red ftpck, Juft Iftruck in my mind; and 
as I .certainly ihouid not have quarrelled 
with a ftranger for finging any thing he 
picafed, I was determined not to take no- 
*tice of thisbehayioiar in hFml I therefore 
continued walking. Afterwards, my 

friend^ Sir Robert B joined me; and 

we were in converfation at the entrance of 

my marquee, when the gentlerfien pafled 

again : they both flopped, when they had 

got a few paces from us, and fixing their 

tyes full upon me, burft forth into a fit of 

laughter. Though piqued, becailfe I knew 

' 'they wfthed to oblige me to begin a quarrel, 

rftiU commanded myfelf; ftill your dCar 

^image, my^Elwiha, and the dread of cohfe- 

'qiiehces*to you,' kept rtiy indignation frdm 

"breaking but. They ftood ftill fome mo^ 

ihcnts; Sir Robert B-- — -.'^aflcedmc "If 

** I knew 
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** I knew who thofe very merry gentle- 
*' men were ?" I replied in the affirma- 
tive. He obferved it was very fingular be* 
haviour. " I wonder,*' faid he, *' what they 
'.*' mean by it/' " I am, more than half 
" inclined," I anfwered, " to afk them; 
** and if I forbear, it is in confideratiqh of 
** one dearer to me than life." I then in- 
formed him who they were, and the. reafon 
1 had to believe they meant to affront me, 
and the caution I was deterniined to ufcj 
but at the fame time', faid I would not put 
up with much more provocation. How- 
ever, they foon after walked off to another 
part pf the camp, and I did not follow 
them. 

The next day I had promifed to ineet 
Sir Robert at the fword-blade coffee-houfe, 
and he was to take me home to dine with 
him, I got there before him, and taking 
up a newfpaper, I faw forne lines which 
attraded my notice ; I took out my 
pocket book, and was writing, them with 

my 
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my pencil, thinking you would like to fee 
them. While I was thus employed, the 
infeparables came in, and walked up im-* 
mediately to the box where I was fittinjg. 
Though it was extremely evident what 
was my employment. Sir Thomas very 
rudely fnatched up the paper j or rather 
while he was in the aft, I laid my hand 
gently on it, and told him, in a nrfinute or 
two it fliould be at his fervice 5 at prefent 
it was in mine. He fwore, " by G — I 
' " had always the advantage of being be- 
** forehand with him." I finifhed the 
lines, and then prefented the paper to him, 
which he toffed away with an air of difdain, 
and' ordered the waiter to bring him an- 
other. Finding my offer refufed fo un- 
gracioufly, I refumed it again, looking 
over the paragraphs. He began a con- 
vcrfation with your brother and another 
gentleman who came in, about the late 
riot i and the eclat the officers aflfumed on 
the occafion of being called in. On the 
•ftranger's obferving the crowds which the 

camps 
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camps brought up to town, and the va- 
riety of affociations J — ** Oh, yes," faid Sir 
Thomas, " every little jackanapes is 
<^ now ambitious of mounting a cockade to 
<^ look fmart in the eyes of their charmers, 
*' and are foolifh enough to fancy a red- 
^^ coat and fword will make thetn gende- 
*« nien. It is difecult even to get a feat 
♦* in a coffee-houfe, or a newfpaper from 
<^ fomeofthcfe military heroes/* I laid 
down fhe paper, and gave him a look, for 
which I would djfown my eyes for ever-,, if 
they conveyed not all the contempt and 
indignation I felt. At that inftant of time 

Sir Roberts -came into the roora: 

your brother's Baronet faw hinc> not. He 
demanded what I meant by that damned 
impertinent glance at him. ^* To flicw," 
faid I, coolly, « that I both undetftand 
« and defpife your behaviour of laft night 
" and this morning. It is not from the 
<* eclat o( my cockade and red coat, that I 

*< tell Sir Thomas K , by birth aiid 

^/ fentiments I am much his fuperior; and 

^Mf 



FOR FATHERS. ^69 

** if he again prefumes on his newly-ac« 
^^ quired dignity to treat me in a manner 
^< unbecoming my charader^ I (hall chaf- 
*' tifc his^ infolcnce," 



•' ** Very pretty !" he fwore, ^« ^ery pretty, 
<^ that men of his confcquence fhould be 
** bullied by fuch infignificant fellows !" 
♦* If you have any thing further to fay to 
" me^" I replied,. «* you knfhv where to 
*' find me." On wjiich I todc the arm of 
my friend B. and left the coffee-houfe im« 
mediately. I propofcd going back to 
camp early, in the evening. Sir Robert 
accompanied me^ together with his Lady 
and lifter^ My fervant gave me a letter 
which, he faid, required an immediate aa- 
fmtx. I opened V, and found a formal 
challenge from K. for the next morning 
early, in Kenfington gravel-pits. The let- 
ter informed me where he ibould be found 
to fettle preliminaries. I took Sir Robert 
afide and (hewed him the, contents. As 
we had difcufled the matter together, we 
Vol. in. 1 w re 
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-were neither of us furprifcd at the m vh^- 
cion } which I own I was glad to accept of. 
-I propofed our going direftly to the Mount 
CofFee-houfe, from whence the billet was 
dated. We excufcd ourfclves to the La- 
.dies^ putting then) under the proteftion of 
'fonic officers of their acquaintance, and 
proceeded to the Mount. Th«rc every 
thing was prefendy adj.ufted> and piftols 
were to be the weapons. I told your bro- 
ther I was happy in his net being a prin- 
cipal in the affair, as I (houlid have been 
forry to lift my arm againfk one fo nearly 
allied to the moft amiable of w6men« . ^' I 
"iun as much your erieniy, noti^^thftand- 
f* ing, as Sir Thomas is/' was his aiilwer. 

As we returned. Sir Robert B. told tne, 
he thought I had better fetdc any aceaunc^ 
I might have left unfimflxed. I replied, <* I 
'< never left any thing of that kind to be 
^« done in a hurry— that all my worldly 
*< affairs had been long fettled-^and he 
^^ faw I had not fought this rencontre, 
t%, ' ♦'-though 
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<' though u was impoijlble to ayoiii ft." 

When I was left, to myfelf, I own to yov, 

my beloved Elwina^ your idea ruihed fo 

ilrongly on my mind^ that I walked about 

.my tent in an agony I can fcarcely expf eis« 

I told Sir Robert all my worldly affairs 

were fettled j and fo'they were, as to mafc- 

•uig my will^ which I did within the week 

of my dear mother*s death. When I loft 

her, there was but one in the world &» 

whom I had a wifli to leave any thiqgj 

but that that vne might fuffer from the event 

.of the next morning, I could neither mitigate 

fit prevent. I implored Heaven to foitify 

your mind a^d render it happy, and thcfi 

^difpofe of me as it thought fir. I went 

to bed; but the agitation and confiift of 

my mind between affection for you ai^d re- 

.fcatment agaiaft my adverfary, prevcnte4 

J8PC from clofing my eyes. When the 

^Hprie-guard clothe ftrgck four I rofe^ and 

^dreffed myfelf for the appointment. I.fent 

jsny fervant to the place where Sir Robert 

jpromifed to meet me, and then I proceed- 

I z ed 



172 THE SCHOOL 

^ to hitn J we met, and walked together to 
the ground. I had requeftcd the furgeon 
of our regitncnt to follow at fomc diftance. 
Jt was a fatisfaftion to me to be the firfl: 
-at the appointed fpot. Wc waited ten mi- 
nutes ; the time feemed very long ; for I 
i)clicve i took out my watch above a 
•dozen tinrres. I was going to intruft Sn* 
Robert with a tender adieu for my Elwinrf, 
^in cafe I was deftined to behold her no 
'*more ; but the found of your loved name 
died on my lips. At laft the opponents 
tifrivcd. Very little time was neceflaryj 
'the ground was marked, the piftols exa- 
mined, and a guinea tofled tip to decide 
wTib fhould (land the firft fire. As it proved, 
it was my chance to give it. I fired, and 
the ball took off a fmall part of his hat. 
He returned it immediately, and my left 
fboulder was juft marked with his ball 
-grazing along the point of it. I then dc- 
fircd Sir Robert to aflc him if he was fatis- 
fied ? ** No, fire away, and be damned,*' 
'cried he. On which I difchargcd my^ fo* 
}L, 2 cond 
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cond piftol in the air. He faid he was con- 
tviicdy and did not obferve ipy proceeding ;, 
but let that be as it may, he diredlly fired oa 
a kvcl widi me, though his agitation and paf- 
fiion caufed him to mi& me, fo that I rcceiv- 
cd no injury. The fcconds now thought we 
had done -enough i and Sir Thpmas ao • 
knowledged I had a6ted very honourably,, 
and like a gentleman. I declared myfelf 
very well fatlsficd with this Gonceflion; and 
fb we parted very civilly on all fides. This,. 
my beloved Elwina, is the ftrift truth 
of the commencement and conclufion of 
our rencontre. I know not what mif- 
reprefentation may have been made. I ant 
happy to fee by the papers, that the duel 
is faid to be in confequence of fome poli* 
tical altercation » I (hould have been dif- 
trcffcd' beyond every thing had a lady been 
alleged as the caufe, as then the nn,nv^ 
of my adored Elwina might have- been 
brought forward, which could not have 
wounded your delicacy more than my feel- 
ings. 

I 3 Will 
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Will you permit me to wait upon you, 
my beloved Elwina ? I muft fee you. If 
you think it would be improper to come to 
your houfe, I will take the liberty of ex* 
pedh'ng that happinefs at our Maria's. 
She, I doubt not, will allow me to pafs an 
hdur or two with my foul's trcafure. Let 
me have the comfort of a line or two under 
your dear hand. 1 cannot know one mo- 
n*nt's peace, till I am affured from you 
that you are not difpleafed with me. 

'This tetter Was wfitttii torfomintpc&lbvi 
aTorte ; yet if you think if wilt rertiovc any 
p/ejudicbs^gai^ff the partiality you fokind* 
ly feel fbr jtne, tnA which no>w fccMs im- 
pleafing to your father and niothcr, you have 
my free permiflioh to 0)ew it to thettu 

Adieu, niy deareft Elwina ! 
I Ml for ever moft zffc&xotmcly 
and faithfully yours^ 

ALFRED, 

LET- 
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Elwina to Alfred* 

THAT Heaven has protefted my Al- 
fred, is an unccafing call upon Elwi- 
M for praifes and thankfgivings. I feel 
.nfiy obligation to you too for your great 
forbearance j fo provoked, you could not 
aft otli^i'wife. I took your advice — niy, 
jcs a ptOotditht coihcidertce of our opini- 
clris, i hdd detefmirierJ to fte'w your letter 
before I dffc'dVerifdyour permiflion to do fo* 

Alfred, I muft fay your adverfaries had 
3dnC yba jufticcfj that «, I plainly pcr- 
chsivdd the fwlc V^M theirs, and yet they 
ftetti altogether i$ much diflatisfied as be- - 
fote, perhaps becaufc they find your cou- 
rage equal to your otfier good qualities. 
I think your letter, however, has done no 
diflblrice to our caufe. I enforced ydur 
requeft of being permitted to wait oa me 
1 4 at 
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at home; and I have the happinefs to tell 
you, if you can call to-morro>ror next day 
we (hall be glad to fee you. That is the 
meflage from my* father. But what does 
Elwina fay ? Oh ! how (ball I be able^ my 
Alfred, to behold youj^ without the utmoft 
emotions of mixed delight and a thoufand 
liamelels fenfations, known only to thofe 
who feel the excefs of tendernefs that Ella 
my faithful bofom ! Oh I come then^ my 
friend, my lover, my much loved Alfred I 
come ! and if pofCble, infpirc my father 
with the kind of regard he ought jto feel 
for one fo amiable [ 

Their allowing yoa to vific mc after 
(bme fharp doings oo all fides^^ is to be a 
happy prefage that we (hall gain fome 
points over theni between us. Hope ftill 
cheers me; and i encourage it, thotigh ic 
may be dclulivc. " 1 .. .. 

<* Delufiye hope^ flill j>oijits to fiitttre gocxi.'? : 

But It ferve's to'fwceten the prcfent, by 
' ' auticipatijngj 
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anticipating ftill more delight. " My bo- 
fom's lord fits highly on my brcaft." Oh ! . 
msBf it be a blefled prognoilic of perma-^ 
ncnt felicity to my Alfred and his faithful 

E L W I N A. 



' LETTER LXXXVIIL 

El WIN A TO Maiiia. 

OH ! my Maria, where is that pleafing 
delufive hope, which I. flattered my- 
fdf when I faw you this morning! My 
overbearing brother has* undone every 
Aing* How tranfpoFtcd was L with the 
more than civil reception my Alfred met 
with, yefterday from my father -, and how 
. pleafing muft have been the ideas which 
accompanied him on his return to town! 
I find Ciodio met him^> happily my bro.^ 
ther was in his= chariot^ fo could. have no 
opportunity of fpeaking to him. But h9 
came in quite in a l^at of paffion^.and 
I 5 flew 
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flew out mtJft indecently before the fervanw; " 
oil my father's fliameful weakhefs and ne- 
glcft of hi» children's happincfs and ad- 
vantagCr 

He infifted on his being forbidden the 
houfe J and if I did not promife never to' 
have any future intercourfe with him, he 
imprecated the bittercft wiihes on my head. 
He was in fo great a fury, that I really was 
fearful of irritating him, as I knew not 
whether he would not haVc beaten me, 
and theftvl know my father would have in- 
terfered, which might have been produc- 
tive of fatal confequenjccs. But nature 
ftiuft have vent fome way,, and fupprcffing 
my fpccch threw me into a ftatc of fufibca-- 
tion, and brought on a violent hyftefip-fit^ 
which the cru^l author of my afiiSiott 
4hcered at as a woman'^s artiftcc* How^ 
tver, it anfwered this good purpofc, I was 
taken out of the room. But why do I fay 
'podfurftfc ? As it gave him more oppor- 
tunity of ftrcngthening my father's prcju**. 

dices; 
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dices:; cur tither^ I itiay fky, he ayailcd 
himfel^of that point of time to M^ork on 
my iather's irrefolutioo. . My mother (bid 
in the room by way df mediatrix: by 
which meam I learnt what had been doing* 
My, fSuher^ tod dondefcen^iogly to his im- 
perious foh^ fought to juftify hijs coiiduft 
by the modei^ation Alfred had fbewn^ and 
the ready acquiefcence with which be pro- 
niuied to wai;^ till fome favourable opportu^ 
nity or turn of fortune fliould enable him 
to ibpport. me without being burthenfome; 
jtt> my fiuxiiJy. «This was ringing the; 
ciiaDges orei' agam/' he faid ; <' here no- 
i*. thing was to be. obuined. . Why did not . 
^^ my father at once do a$ be ougbtj and. 
^' tell the undutiful difobedicnt creature, 
*• that he would turn her out of doors if 
** flife did not give hi{n up." 

..^^.She is not difobedienCj" my mqther : 
ventured to fay, ** they have both renewed, 
^ their promife of-ncver carrying without 
♦* Mi: conftnt/' 

16 ^^ TheA 
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« Then he would be curft,'* J>c f«d^' 
<< if ever thty had it ; fo. we might as well 
»^ give up the idea of ever coining togc- 
^* ther.** He then itiveighedagainftme, my* 
mother faid, in a moft i»ngentlemaii^likc 
iMnner, knd fwoi^e he hated thefi^tbf mfi,:' 
for i had Matted all Ms hopes* This^ mf 
mother fajri,- feemed rather to have efcaped. 
hiHi unawaref; for he teokcd even fpitr«: 
fully cbigrined at *h*vittg th^is difccfvercd?: 
the fecret 'fj^ring of his; rancour. My fa^; 
ther eould not appeaie him by any ixKsmv 
but by giving the flrongeft afiurances that: 
Alfred fliduld no longer vifit here i but he^ 
could not^ he faid, pi^vent my feeing or 
cortcfponding urith^him^ 

Good Heaven J what will Alfred thinly 
of this variablenei^ i How defpicable fballr 
we appear in his eyes ! All civility to hinc^ 
ofie minute; the next all rudenefs, and 
jHsver doing juftice to his rtierift 



My father has been up ftairs tome. He' 
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fand ^ Wc had made him, from the happi- 
•< eftj.ths moft miferable of mcai. that all 
^ the dig^Mty of oup family depended on hia 
^ keeping terms . with my brothen, and 
•^therefore he had bpund himfclf by a, 
«* mQft.folemn.6ath, never to give or leave. 
«t me -a (hilling if I married Alfred j, noc 
" would he ever fee me fyotn that moment*. 
^^ I could; havfs no love or refgedt for him* 
'^tif i could not conquer my inclination^, 
«5.Jt bad been long fince he had bc^n al- 
" lowed to havie any himfclf. He fead Jiveil' 
^f but for his, childrp%. and they between. 
**thcm were ftrivirlgta break his heart." 
His teats; touched^ me,; though JL felt very 
keqi^y the -crueky -of fpsfkingjane; every 
way. the i^ccifice to my brother^s iil-na-^ 
ture and bafeneifs of heart*, I was too much< 
agitated to fpeaky and my father. leCtr the 
Mom quite li^bbir^.. . , - : 

' Oh Maria ! how (haH I rdite this tor 
Alfred ? My heart is burfting with gtief^- 
I now fhall be a beggar indeed! No, I 
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never can unitei him to fueh d?fti*e{s-^I • 
^ill never be \ih, tinlefs, by fbtrife tneans 
iJnforefecn by me at prefent, We fhould be 
enabled to live above Want. Mediocrity 
would content me; but poverty has fo 
many ills attending iti that I flioruld be' 
lefs wretched in giving hirti lip^ than t6 
cxpofc him to (hare it with me. Gaii t 
fupprefs the agony of my mind fc* talk* 
calmly of giving np Alfftd ? 6ii ne^ Wk- 
ria! I cahnot^ t know his generdlty^ liis 
tfender affe£libn; and I feel as mtich for 
his diftr^fs as my oiK^n. How can my Ei- 
ther think he is intftled by love and reipeft 
to filch a Ikcrifice aft he d^afids fiwn tm ? 
But it is Aot to hi*,^but to my trtel bro-. 
ther the laei^atefe ii-ib be fnide. -The dig- 
nity of our family] Oh I my good <Sod !: 
«N(Hikl to Hefaveii Hht i^«ge t^ mslkiAg a $s^^ 
mily had never entered tfty ^^r W»Ic fa^i 
ther's brain ! Then this gentleman would 
not hiwe been a mam of fo kmch cdnfe- 
qticncc.. 

i Jenny 
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Jcnoffxysi he is fo enraged becaufe I 
will not go to Mrs. G--f.s, He Avore if he 
had me there, if I could not live, I fhould 
die the wife of Sir Thomas K. I fancy 
he would be foiled at hil own weapon in 
that particular. However he (hall noc 
have an opportunity of perfecuting me out 
ofthishoufe; for if I do leave it, it will 
not be to go thither. Yet what do I rave 
about ? Indigent as I now am, what could 
I do if I was forced from my father's houfe 
by their united ill treatment ? And what 
fioom for cenfure &ould I give the world ? 

. I muft write to Alfred ; and yet I know, 
not in what words to convey this lafi: &tal 
intelligence. It is refining on torture; for 
^.t am convinced his dear affectionate hear( 
is this moment planning a tho^fand little 
icheches of elegant delight in future for his 
Elwina. 

Oh ! niy Maria, kt me intreat you to go 
to him. It will be much better than my 
- writing 
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writing at prcfent. Say all your gentre 
heart can fuggeft to foften the afpcrity of 
our fortune j tell him how incxprcffibly dear 
he is to me^and will over remain j but that^ 
circumftanced as I am^ I fhould do him 
tht greateft injury to become his wifei- 
How my heart bleeds for the anguilh I 
(hall plant in his* I would die to prove-' 
rirjr love and conffancy to^him; and I do^ 
prove it, m thus ftriving to tear myfelS 
from the long indulged hope of being kis^ 
Tell him with what z^al I fwear never tx> 
ceafe loving him. And if ever either of M^ 
fhould be in poffeflion of an income to fe- 
cure tis from wretched want, that my^hand 
iteill be his on his^ firfl demand; But thafi 
at prefent it would^ be madndfs. and the 
height of folly. N05 no, we muft not think 
of it. Time may yet have fomc happyi 
hours for my beloii^ed Alfred and^his^faith* 
ful Elwina. 

Deareft Maria, yours ever 
' EL WIN; A. 

LET- 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 

Alfred to £i,wii{a. < 

MARIA, the generous excellent Maria 
has juft left mc I Oh t Elwina, can 
you cxpcft any thing Ihort of diftraftioa 
from your Alfred, after he has been inform^ 
^ of the tranfaAions in your family ? 

Indeed I ftand m need of all the refotu-» 
tion I can mufter to enable me to bear our 
misfortunes like a reafonabte creature* 
That they arc called our misfortunes^ 
makes them ftill more difficult to be fup« 
ported i that you, my beloved, Ihould fuffer, 
and your Alfred not be permitted to footh 
your diftrefs, adds tortures to* my foul. 
Alas ! how can we be cenfured for placing 
our hapipineft in wealth, finccthc privation' 
of that fhrningdrofs is the caufe of our 
mifcry t But can I ever fbrget tHe goodnefs 
if bur amiable Maria i^—*^ The addition,*' 
fixe faida •* which the death of my aunt has^ 
*...: "made 
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" made to my fortune, I have devoted to 
" Elwina on my dcmife ; why Ihould I wait 
** till a time^ when I Ihould not enjoy thd de- 
" light of feeing it contribute to her happi- 
"nefs? Itftiall be yours from this mo- 
•Vmcnt. It will add more than a hundred 
" a year to your income s and let me have 
*' the felicity of uniting your hands. Froni 
*' our confined way of life we lay up mo- 
•* ney every year ; and when death has^ 
" taken my father from me, I will rcfidc 
'.'.with you and our dear Elwina, and ow 
" joint incomes will fupport us with coh- 
*' tent, if not affluence/' Oh! my bclovei 
l^lwina, what a friend is this ! But ought. 
we to avail ourfelves of fuch unexampled 
gcncrofity ? t doubt, nay am fiirc we ought' 
not. i feci as if it would be taking ad-. 
vantage of her love in a manner that would 
reflect upon ourfelves diflionour and re« 
prpach. Oh my foul's treafurej I muft no^ 
I dare not accept your hand on terms that 
would difgrace my feelings as a man ! Our 
joys muft not be poifoned with remorfe or 

fclf- 
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felf- condemnation. Thefe fencimentSj I 
hope> for the honour of human nature, are 
not lingular I I am convinced they are 
yours. Yet / may feel more fcruples on 
the occafion than moft other men. ly whofe 
poverty is in confequence of parenul difo- . 
bediencc. Oh ! Elwina, when I reflcft 
that my own father was a facrifice to the 
dying curfes of his^ by the inftigation of 
an unnatural brother^ may I not dread 
the vindidtivenefs of yours will work on, 
jQur parents to load you with the fame; , 
What wrath from Heaven fhould I then 
draw on my guilty head! I Ihudder ac 
the idea, and fhrink like a coward from 
the danger I fhould involve her in, who is 
dearer to me dian life ! 
; A calm acquiefcence for fome time 
t0 thefe hard meafures, may harmo«; 
nize the hearts which feem to have loft 
their natural affection. By a little fubmif* 
fion to their harfh decrees, we may avert 
the evil, in which a too ralh refolutipn 
might otherwife involve us» Let us then, 

for 
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for fome months at kaft, continue to chc*- 
rifti in our bofoms the hope of better times. 
But never never ceafe to love, ta remem- 
ber each other. Believe me, my Elwina^ 
it is the excefs and fincerity of my love 
that enables me thus to reCgn you for « 
little time ; that when it Ihall pleafc Hea- 
ven to allot us the fupremeft hapginefs it 
can bellow, no bitter rcfteftions may arifc 
to wound our hearts, and lefTen that rational 
eftccm and love, \diich cannot fubfift where 
eithcif' has forfeited their claim to probity 
and honour* How would the peace which: 
I look forward to enjoy with my Etwina, 
when age has filvcted o'er our brows^ be 
interrupted, if we could charge ourfelvei 
with Ihortening the days of thofc to whont 
my beloved is indebted for her being ! Oh J 
no ! that iaward reftitude, thzt peace wbicfk 
goodnefs hojbms every would flee froth us. • 
Aiid how could we expeft lave and reve- 
rence in our offspring I Thy exquifite de- 
Itcacy, my love, would ftart into madneis at 
the bare idea^ If we are not happy, my love* 

Elwioa^ 
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£lwina^ wc will yet dcfcfve to be fo^ My 
truthj my conftancy^ you can never doubt. 
I reft with the fame confidence in yours } 
and when fortune puts it in my power^ i 
wUl then accept its greateft blefllng with 
mil the holy rapture that a dying faint meets 
the joys of Heaven ! Adieu, thou beft 
loved of women ! while life remains I will 
he moft faithfully yours^ 

ALFRED. 



LETTER XC, 

To thejame. 

SINCE I faw my beloved, I have had 
an offer of going abroad ; and as, in our 
late converfation, you faid you thought you 
fliould be eafier in your mind if fuch a 
circumftance was to happenj I am le(s 
fchipulous tn accepting it. 

There are fome companies going out to 

relieve 
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relieve the differcut garrifons; and I .fiad 
.there is a young nnun in one of the regi- 
.ments dellined for Minorca^ who had ra- 
ther (by at home. He is a lieutenant, 
and for a trifle of money I can get ex- 
changed into his corps. I mentio»n) k 
to my frieQd Sir Robert^ and he higbljr 
commends my reiblution. I truft your 
unnatural brother will not continue to uft 
you fo unworthily, when the hated Alfred 
is removed from the poflibility of feeing 
his beloved Elwina. I (hall^ by this means 
too, gain rank, and mayfppner get a com- 
pany, the height now of my aaibition, fincc 
the pay of a captain would enable me to re- 
move you from a family that no longer 
laffbrds you the peaceful afylfum if oggbe. 

I The canaps.wtll break up icon ; .^nfl.tbf 
.relief is ordered for the 1 j^er CQfi (pf. ^ 
iy?ar. 

As I am forbid to fee you at your fa- 
4jierJs toufc, 1 think it X>li>ic(fltin|g your 

charafltr 
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charaAer to Ib'much indignity, by foliciting 
you to clandeftine meetings, that my fpirit 
recoils ae it. I agree then with you, that 
an honourable abfence is lefs affliding 
thaa the difficulties we at prefent labour 
under. But then, to be deprived of the 
means of frequent correfpondence 1 that, I 
own, fills -me with the greateft grief; I 
'ffaall £> feldom have the happinefb of hear- 
ing from my beloved: yet Ihall I not 
Icnow that I am ever in her thoughts ? 
'That fht lives for me ? and that we may 
yet indulge the dear hope of one day be- 
ing united ? Oh ! may fuch aflurances 
cheer our hearts, and enable us to look 
forward to that time, when remembrance 
of paft troubles will endear prefcnt delight! 
When we Ihall even think them over-paid ! 
Ytsi my Elwna ! my foul feen:is pro* 
pUtfic S-— we ihall yet be happy ! 
Yours eternally, 

ALFRED, 

■■ ' * 

LET- 
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LETTER XCI^ 
Elwika to Alfred^ 

MY Alfred, I fee your good fenfc 
and propriety in every aftion of 
your life* I revere you as much, if pof- 
fible, as I love you ; and I will emulate 
your example* Your Elwina (hall prove 
Ihe has a foul fit for a foldier's wife. Go 
then, Alfred, where thy. honour calls thee, 
and may the God of battles proteA theel 
Oh, nuy his iheltering arm' fuflain you ia 
the day of conflifl:, and may his righteous 
fpirit enable thy Elwina to fupport thy 
abfence! Did I then counfel it? AUsi 
I looked on it at a diltance — what am I 
faying, and where is the fortitude I ought 
to affumc ? Oh^ my Alfred, for one mo- 
ment then fuffer the weaknefs of a 
w)3man who loves like me. But I have 
iaid 1 would not be weak, No> I will 

con- 
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conquer it.— Go then, my hero. Yet ftill 
think of Elwina ; ftill let her image ac«^ 
company you— I know it will, and in this 
neceffary abfencc,! (hall have no other grief 
to c om b a t, but the lofs of you, or other 
fear than your dangen Oh, on your fafc 
return hangs all the comfort of poor El- 
wina. 



My generousj kind Maria has been with 
me; we have been jointly weeping over 
your letter, and (he has moil affedionately 
ftrivcn to ftrengthen my mind ; my al- 
moft wavering mind. Yet think better of 
me, my lorcd Alfred, than that I could be 
ib weak as to he(kate about the propriety 
of your going abroad. No, I fee it— 
I acknowledge it— I counfeiled it«->I am 
convinced it is for the beft, and I will, in- 
deed I will, reconcile myfclf to it. I do 
not for fame days wi(h to fee you. . I (hall 
foon be better able to bear the thoughts of 
•parting from the objeft of all my hopes, 
wi(hes, fears, and afFedtions. Adieu, 

Vol. III. K adieu. 
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adieu. Ob, how foon fhall I fay adieu, 
perhaps, for ever ! 

E L W I N A. 



LETTER XCIL 

Alfred to Elwina. 

IW ILL not comment on my loved 
Elwina's letter, as I doubt 1 (hould 
not ftrengthcn your mind much, by telling 
you the effeft it had on me. I made a 
very unfoldier-like appearance for fomc 
-4ime ;--but courage, my deareft girl, all 
will be well yet. The profpeft of war to 
a female mind, though fuperior to moft 
of her fex's weaknefs, is certain to infpire 
terrors that are allowable. But let me 
intreat you to look fon^d to the hour of 
our meeting, and remember that hour 
will approach, and the felicity of it will 
repay our feparation. I then iiall have 
done fometbing to deferve Elwina. You 

ufed 
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uled to fay you had a martial J^irit i ex- 
ert it then, my Elwina, for my fake^ as 
well as for your own. I fhall be but half 
valiant if you are a coward* You fee how 
much of my glory depends on you— let 
not my laurels be tarnifhed. I will fee 
'you to-morrow, and do not let the hour of 
parting embitter the few I can fpcnd 
with you. And now I am on the fubjedt, 
tell me, do you wifli I fhould take leave 
of you ? Can you fupport with firmnels 
the laft lo'bk ? I will be guided by you 
entirely. To-morrow will not be the lafl: 
time, nor probably fonie time yet. / 
Xhall moft certainly know when I fee you 
for the laft time, and I will not deceive 
you into the belief of my coming again, un- 
Icfs you particularly defire it ; but I think 
you will not wifli to deceive yourfelf ; it is a 
proof of a weak mind, to avoid one evil by 
running into a greater. Let us mutually for- 
get the time and diftance, with every other 
unplcafant circumftance, and fix our eyes 
' and thoughts on that period when we (hall 
K 2 meet 
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meet to part no more. But to-morrow I 
Ihall have the happinefs of feeing you — I 
will fpend the day at Maria's. The chafte 
moon will light me to town. 

Adieu. Ever your own 

ALFRED. 



LETTER XCIIL 

Elwina to Alfred. 

Bedford Square. 

OH, how frightfully do the hours hurry 
on^ and how foon will the day ar<* 
rive of my taking the la/i look of my Al- 
fred — my Alfred, the- delight of my 
eyes, the fole comfort of my heart, and 
the conftant companion of my waking and 
fleeping thoughts. 

It is a great indulgence that I am per- 
mitted to be in town, as I may, by that 
means, fee you to the lateft hour before 

your 
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your final departure. Yee^ my Alfred^ 
you fliall fee with what fortitude I will bid 
adieu to my vaUant foldier* My reafon 
has gained a victory over my fenQbility, 
which had nearly degenerated intowcaknefs^ 
and would have rendered me unworthy of 
Alfred's efteem. But I am now armed for 
the evenCj and I will nobly fuftain it, I 
feci fomc triumph on the occafion of mak* 
ing this facrifice to my country in the time 
ot fuch threatening danger. I have given 
to its ftid, my beft, niy only trcafore; for 
take my Alfred from me, and I am poifr 
indeed. Adieu. I iieed not repeat " Let 
*^ ttie fee you as often as you can/* 
Tours for ever, 

elwina; 



LETTER XCIV. 
Alfred to Elwima; 



A 



S I eroded the fquare laft night, I 
turned to look once more at the 
K X houfe 

i 
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houfe that contained all my earthly good. 
Oh, my Elwina, a laft look, howintcrefting 
it is ! A light appeared in the fecond floor: 
I raifed my eyes—- my God ! it was my 
lovely Elwina's chamber. I faw you, my 
heavenly maid ; you approached the win- 
dow — I faw you draw your dear hand acroft 
your eyes, I could difcover the traces of 
grief on your loved couutcnance^ You ftood 
Hill as if looking out. Ah i was not ^« 
ifrcd, the wretched Alfred in your thoughts? 
Yes, I know he was — your bofosn heaved 
with Hghs — I would have given worlds to 
have fpoken to you — I was almoft tempted 
to have knocked at the door. Yet why * 
fubjeft my beloved, as well as myfcif, to a re* 
petition of the agony we had jull overcome? 
Hardly knowing what I did, I took up a 
fmall pebble, and was in the adt of throw- ' 
ing it up, that you might know there was 
fome one below, and perchance open your 
window. — « Stop, ralh Alfred,*! exclaimed, 
" whom are you going thus rudely to ex* 
*' pofe to the licentious comments of the 

«* paflTcrs 
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•« paflcrs by? Amid thy own fufFerings 
'« refpcdt the objeA of thy love, and never 
•* feek to draw on her the cenfure of her- 
** own hearty by forcing it to a<5l unworthy* 
** of the veneration fhe ought to infpire.- ' 

I Icanecf againfi: the rails, with nny eyes 
fixed on the adored Elwina, till (he re- 
tired, and then fought out my foHtary 
lodging in a frame of mind <* that beggars 
** all defcription." The chaife foon ar- 
rived, and I threw myfelf into it, to be 
carried away from all my foul holds dear. , 
.Thisivas a ftruggle indeed— but it is over«. 
Heaven reftore your comforts, my loved 
Elwba ! You will never be abfent from 
my thoughts ; they will for ever dwell on 
thy fweetnefs, love and truth. 

I will write to you by every opportunity, 
and (hall expedfc the fame fatisfadion from 
you : your letters will be my only joy and 
folace, and till I receive frcfh, thefe, which 
are my conftant companions, (hall impart 
K 4 con* 
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confolation to my heart, as they contain 
fuch proofs that I am dear to you. Adieu, 
my foul's fondeft hope ! I am now going 
on board. Adieu, adieu. 

Eternally your own, 

ALFRED. 



LETTER XCV. 

Elwina to Maria. 

MARIA, I have loft him! Laft 
night I parted from AlfVfdl 
Merciful Heaven 1 perhaps never again 
toblefs my eyes with viewing his loved 
face. If fo, what will become of Elwina? 
How fhall fhe find ftrength to fupport her- 
felf ? Oh, no, rather let me hope that I 
may not furvive him* . 

Now will my inexorable brother be at 
£afe« He has driven from his country . 

and 
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aiid friends^, the moft deferving^ the love^ 
lieCt of tnenj. and be will be aofiirerable fot 
the confequences*. ' 

Alfred came early in ^e afternoon. He 
faid he had pafied two hours with you. He 
bleiTed you, and called you our true, our 
generous friendy and told me how tenderly 
he had recommended his loved Elwina ta 
your care. We fettled the mode of our 
correlpondence 5 and I gave him the tooth* 
.pick-cafe in which my portrait is fet.. He 
leceived it with a tranfport that was too 

much for words Oh! his looks I c?ixvi 

aever forget ; I would not wilh to forget 
them. \ really behaved mod heroically— 1 
talked fometimes of things quite foreigrt 
^to the fad purpofe of our meeting j, but it 
wa,s impoflible to hold it*. The blow was^ 
to be ftruck, and there was no avoiding it. 
The hour at laft arrived that was to fepurate 
us. 1 .ftruggled for refokuion— ThanTt 
God I obtained it 1 L believe I was hardly iH: 
my fcnfcs* My head fclc confufcd to the- 
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titmoft degree. At laft he found he 
could ftay no longer, and ap{)roaching me, 
he would have fpoken, but the words died 
away before they reached his trembling 
lips. He threw his arms round me-^- 
and— -here was no time for filly referve— 
1 felt mine clafp him to my bofom ; my 
bofom, which, alas ! was the next moment 
to have all it loved torn from it! Our 
emotion was too great for expreflion. 
^* He gave but one kifs, and tore himfelf 
•* ^way." As foon as I h*ard the ftrect 
door fhut, I ran up into my room, left. 
the fervants ihould fee the diftrefs I could 
RO longer conceal. Yet it was fome time 
before J could give vent to my grief by 
tears. I ftood fome time at the window> 
hardly knowing what I did, or where I was. 
Oh, my God ! to tell myfelf he is gone — 
that I ihall fee him no more^— that he 'is 
going into the midft of danger ! Alas! 
]N|aria, how wretclied muft i be till I hear 
of his fafcty I and yet, at the time I am 
reading under his dear hand^ that he is weU 
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and happy— Oh, at that moment he may 
be dying. My prayers to Heaven will 
never ceafe for him. My Maria, I am 
certain yours will be united with thofc of 
the poor unhappy 

ELWIN A. 



LETT E R XCVI. 

Elwina to Alfred. 

IT would be too cruel, my dear Alfred, 
to revive in your mind the grief I fclr, 
and ftill muft feel, at parting with yon. 
We know each other's fufFerings on the 
melancholy occafion ; but I promifed to 
behave heroically, and I think I aftcd it 
bravely. I (hall drive, for your fake, to be 
in as good fpirits as pofllble. If I can not 
aflume a little gaiety when I am writing 
to you, when Ihall I fmile ? for never can 
Ibe fo pleafingly employed as in converfing 
with the beloved of my heart, ' 1 hope you 
K 6 Kavc 
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have had a pleafant fail to the Downs— I 
find you are ftill there— I (hall inquire 
about the winds every day, that I may 
know to a certainty how long you may re- 
main in that quarter. But> alas ! you are 
as effcftually abfent now as if at Minorca^ 
only that you are fafc* 

I (hall go to H— — to-morrow. I was 
determined to give a few days to all the 
luxury of grief, and it has been of won- 
derful fervice to me* And as this is Sun- 
day, and, confequcntly, nopoft goes from 
hence, I (hall take my letter to finifh,. 
after having feen our good friend Maria. 
God blefs you> my Alfred, and good 
night t 

H— ^ Monday xo'chctt^ 
My mod excellent Alfred, how does my 
regard rife on each inftance of your worth t 
— Maria and I have been (hedding the 
fweeteft tears together. She has informed 
me of the various charges you have given 
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her concerning your Elwina. Oh^ thou 
ever loved of my heart, may Heaven or- 
dain that vft meet again> and in its mercy 
fparc thy Elwina the bitter taik of receiv- 
ing the proofs of thy love> when thou art 
become infcnfible of hers, No> my AU , 
frcd> I am convinced you will never ceafe ta 
love mc^ I thank you for delivering thefe 
affe&ionate, and truly affeding meflages. 
to Maria* I think you would have found 
a voice impoflible for fo much tendernefs 
when you was with me — And what would 
have become of me f I fhould have died 
erf" excefsof grief, of love, and a thoufand 
conftifting paflions. Our loved Maria is 
now' fitting by mc^ for I brought her home 
to dinner^ 

My mother has behaved very kindly to 
me, and I endeavour, indeed I do, my 
Alfred, ftrivc as much as I can not to 
think hardly of her : but what avails all 
htr kindnefs now, when Ihe has forced 
away the only man in the world who could 
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make me happy ? Of what uk is civility 
to me, when they have deprived my heart 
of all It loves^ and every comfort is driven 
from my bofom ? 

However, I will pay more attention to 
your wifhes, and indeed it has ever been 
my rule to look upward, rather than pore 
upon the ground. I know I (hall recover 
my fpirits in a little time, and then I fliall 
hope to entertain you with my pen, as in 
happier times I have done. May every 
blefling from heaven attend my Alfred! 
Maria joins her voice with the prayer of 

E L W I N A. 



LETTER XCVIL 

Alfred to Elwina. 

yff Sea. 

HO W happy I think myfelf to have 
received a letter from my beloved ! 
Jtrcachcd mc juft a^v^c vcrc gping to weigh 
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anchor. Yes, my Iwcct girl, we are too 
fully acquainted with what each has 
fuffored^ and we will not fadden our hearts 
with repeating the anguifh that has, and 
fttll does poflefs them ; but turn our eyes 
to that blefied hour when we fhall again 
meety and be united for ever. 

I {hall make but half a foldier, if you 
do not infpire me with courage. I know 
you will — you have no weaknefs but what 
is amiable, and laudable too. 

I am but a frefh-water faiter, and, there- 
fore, was extremely indifpofed by f^a-fick* 
nefs* I am now more accuftomed to the 
element, and like it very much, only that 
it bears me far away from her I love. Yet 
I am thoroughly convinced it is better for 
the prefent that we (hould fufier a little^ 
that we may be made lar^e amends fome 
time hence. 

I f(;cl iippatient to get to our def- 
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unedport* Idili^the life of adion ^11 
fuic me very well ;. but I am aot fond of 
the idea of afting on the defend ve only., i 
hope the general is a man of fpirit, that 
we may eut out warm work fibr the Spaiw 
iards. However^ do notcxpeft ac€Ounu<^ 
the fiege from my pen» I ami too young 
in the fcrvice to pretend to give my opi- 
nion> and X believe my Elwina will be 
better fatis^ed to hear, of my healthy and 
how I pafs the d%ill hours, than of guns^ 
and all the long traiQ of ^* horrid war.'" 

The time goes off very pleafantly on 
boards as there are a great mwy ihips in 
the fleet, and we vifit from one to the: 
other. I am convinced of tht liberality of 
my Elwina's heact^ and that yeu will be 
plcafed on finding I can amufe myfeHl I 
am determined to adopt the advice you: 
gave me, of keeping up my fpirits, to. 
enable mc to enjoy good fortune when it 
falls to my fliare,. 
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^ -fli this when I arrive at Mi- 

^* 'U now very foon happen, 

^ '^^ ^ "ave of the grand fleet 

4e garrifon of Gibraltar. 

"'^^ J tall in with our combined 

• "■' -a give a good account of them 

ang them foundly, if not *« hand- 

,amcly,'* Adieu for the prcfcnt, my bcft^ 

my only love. 

Mimrea. 
We landed all our troops yeftcrday ia 
gpood order^ without any accident happen- 
ing. Tou wiU not expeft I can at prefent 
give you any information refpefting either 
the garrifon or country. I am told we fhall 
have grcalt plenty of every things except 
vegetables^ which have failed on the ifland^ 
and the refources are cut off* which ufed to 
fupply the market. This will be one of 
the hardihips to me who am fo fond of the 
produce of a garden— —but it will give 
me a keener relifh for the produftion of 
our dear garden, when we are happily 
fettled, far from the rumours of war. 

I have 
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unedport* Ithii^the life of adion tvill 
fuic me very well > but I am aot fond of 
the idea of afting on the defenfive only.. I 
hope the general is a man of fpirit, that 
we may em out warm work fibr the Spaiw 
iards. However^ do notcxpeft accounts of 
the liege from my pen» I ami too young* 
in the fcrvice to pretend to give my opi- 
nion> and X believe my Elwina will be 
lo^tter fatis^ed to hear- of my healthy and 
how I pafs the dull hours, than of guns» 
and all the long train of ** horrid war." 

The time goes off very pleafantly on 
boards as there are a great m^y fhips ia 
the fleet, and we vifit from one to the 
other. I am convinced of tht liberality o£ 
my Elwina's heact^ and that yeu will be 
pleafed on finding I can amufe myfelf* I 
am determined to adopt the advice you: 
gave me, of keeping up my fpirits, to. 
enable mc to enjoy good fortune when it 
falls to my fliare,. 
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1 fhall finifli this when I arrive at Mi« 
norca^ wluch will now very foon happen, 
as we are taking leave of the grand fleet 
dcftined to relieve the garrifon of Gibraltar. 
I wilh they may fall in with our combined 
enemies^ and give a good account of them 
by beating them foundly, if not '^ hand* 
" Ibmcly,'* Adieu for the prcfcnt, my beftj 
my only love. 

Minorca. 

We landed all our troops yefterday ia 
good order, without any accident happen- 
ing. Tou wilt not expeft I can at prefent 
give you any information refpefting either 
the garrifon or country. I am told we fhall 
have grca* plenty of every things except 
vegetables, which have failed on the iftand^ 
and the rcfources arc cut off which ufed to 
fupply the market. This will be one of 
the hardihips to me who am fo fond of the 
produce of a garden— —but it will give 
me a keener relifh for the produftion of 
our dear garden, when we are happily 
fettled, far from the rumours of war. 

I have 
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I have an opportunity of fending this, 
as a vcfTel is going off with difpatches. 

Reft affurcd, my dcareft Elwina^ you 
jihall hear from me as often as poflible ; 
and I know your good fenfe will keep your 
tender heart from finking into defpair^ by' 
fuggifting probable reafbns for my not 
being able to convey my fentiments cdTyou 
£o frequently as I could wifh. I like my 
brother officers extremely^ and am very 
much pleafed with the reception! hare 
tMt with. Things go on very well ; and 
your Alfred is as happy as he can bcj di< 
vided from all that is lovely in his eyes^ 
and dear to his heart — that heart in which 
my beloved Elwina's image is indelibly 
imprefled. I remain ever moft faithfully 
yoursj 

ALFRED- 



LET. 
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LETTER XCVIII. 

r 

Alfred to Elwina. 

I WELL know how happy my belov- 
ed Elwina muft be at any opportunity 
of hearing from her faithful Alfred ; happy 
too is he when any fuch oflFers — and how 
exquifitely happy will he be when he can 
blefs his eyes with a letter from her dear 
handl However^ I wait with patiences 
well knowing that the delay is in fome 
other quai'ter» and far from being her faults 

f I have now been fcveral months from youu 
rpy beloved Elwina; but what are months, 
or any period of time, to the heart that 
loves fo truly as mine ? It ftill beats — it 
(UU is anxious to hear of you— and fo it 
would, had not a day intervened fince the 
laft fight.ofmybeft beloved had taken place, 
3h, no time or place can change my af- 

feflions 
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feftions — they arc unalterably fixe3 on 
you for ever. 

I am fure you will receive plcafure from 
knowing I enjoy a good ftatc of health, 
which is rather a fiogular circumftance^-— 
for notwithftanding the natural healthbe& 
of the rituation« there are a great many 
ihvalidsj from the failure of the vegetables 
(which I mentioned to you before). The 
fcurvy^ and of a nMfr inveterate kkidj has 
got amongft a fet ofaa brave fellows as a 
man would ndlh to (hare a viaory M^th. 
The fortrefs has been fo clofety mvdted 
ever fince I have been here^ that all com- 
munication with the country is cut ofiF; 
and there are a great many of the troops 
who have been ten or eleven years in gar-- 
tifon^ whofe health declines very faft. We 
fliall enjoy the freedom of frefh air when 
we get from fo confined a place. I, how- 
ever, am determined never to be among 
the number of complainants— -and indeed 
at prefefit I have no occafion. 

The 
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' The forces agamft us arc very conlider- 
tble i but I fuppofe they have but an in«* 
liffercnt opinion of their prowefs^ fince the 
:ommanding officer, has departed fo much 
SxMtt the dignity of a fbldier and man- of 
honour^ as to conceive it neccflary to try 
the ftrength of our general's principles. It 
^as indeed by the exprefs defirc of the 
Spanifh kingi but certainly the Due de 
CriUon forgot his own rank, and paid an 
ill compliment to his own underftanding, 
when he condefcended to be an inftrument 
tn fuch a bufinefs. Every man of honour 
muft revere the condudt of our general^ 
br the fpirit with which he refufed the 
baie offer to betray his country— —the 
meflage was treated with that mixture of 
haughty, but dignified difdain, that fhewed 
how he felt and refented the infult. 

The enemy keeps up a very briik fire 
upon us, and which too often takes efFe£t; 
»s muft be expeded in the fituatioa we are 
in. However, our (hot does execution too ; 

and 
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and whatever is the event of the contcft, 
they will have reafon to remember the de- 
fenders of Minorca. 

You will naturally fiippofe, my Elwina, 
fome mifchief muft be done to pur troops, 
when I tell you^ a hundred and nine pieces 
of cannon, and thirty-fix heavy mOrt^fb 
a£t continually againft jus^ cooped up as 
we are. But want of health cartries mgrc 
to the grave than the fire of the enemy. 
What grieves me moft is, that really the 
works are not half maiined. They are 
tooextenfivc for the fmall number that arc 
in garrifon, even if all were in healtb> and 
capable of ading. However, we muft do 
the beft we can — the mother country can* 
not fupply each place that is attacked^ 
with fuch force as flball rnfure vidlory. I 
trull if we have the misfortune to lofe the 
place, it will not be given away j and for 
the reft, we muft place our confidence in 
that Power to whom alone victory is owing^ 
and who can turn a defeat into a triumph* 
6 My 
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My^deareft girl, I am really impatient ta 
bear from you. I know there muft be 
letters on the way ; and I feel gratitude 
by anticipation for your kindncfs. I hope 
you will tell me a thoufand particulars; 
and, remember I cannot trip away to 
you> to have any obfcure pafBtges explain- 
ed. A letter now from you would be the 
higheft of all treats. Adieu, my only love 
.^.q^while life lafts 

I am wholly yours, 

ALFRED. 



LETTER XCIX. 

Elwina to Alfred. 

TTT T H A T a tedious time muft elapfc 
▼ V before I can have any anfwer, or even 
intelligence from the beloved of my heart! 
I have had bm two letters fincc your de- 
parture, my Alfred and, alas ! how long 

a time is that ! and ftill how much longer 
may it be ! I will not tell you I repent my 

ac- 
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ftcquicfccncc to your quitting your native 
country, bccaufc I will not fill your dear 
bofom with uneafinefs. But, oh, that t 
could have accompanied you I that I will 
venture to fay j then what danger Ihould I 
have dreaded ? Oh ! none— none, while 
I had a chance of relieving, or fecuring 
the objeft of my love from any fatigue i 
or at lead (baring it with him. 

All other hardjQiips I can bear. 
But living from my love. 

Yet, my Alfred, I muft bear it. To hear 
you are well and happy, gives me the only 
comfort 1 can expcd to tafte, till you arc 
reftored to me again j and when that bleft 
hour arrives, Alfred, we will part no more. 
1 fee it will anfwer very little puipofe wait- 
ing and waiting i I have gained no point 
by the facrifice I have made to the will of 
my parents, or rather to the /// will of my 
haughty brother. But why make you un- 
happy aJbout it ? You cannot prevent, or 
at prefent remedy my diftrefs* However, 

any 
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any fiate with you would be preferable to 
living feparated from yoq. I ihould not 
perha^ fay thi$> if there was a chance of 
feeing you fooii ; but abftnce and diftancc 
nnialce me bolder than I ihould be if you 
was prefenr. Was prefent ! are you then 
ever abfent from me? No, you are with 
mc every where. Your loved image dwells 
in my heart ; and my ideas are filled with 
you alone. 

Laft week I went to fpcnd a few days 

with Mrs. M . I could hardly fum- 

nK>n up refolutioh enough to go thither : 

Alas ! where with ypu I have ftray'd, 
Could I wander with pleafure alone ? 

3&ut it was the firft time I had fecn her 
fincc the return of the captain ; and Maria 
thought a little change of air would be fcr- 
vkeaMcto mcj not tKatrl am illj do not 
think that; I wenty iftd jgreat' was the 
ftruggle. But y*i kii^w I ' do not wil- 
lingly give way to wcaknefles, although 
,Vbt. Hit L you 



2i8 THE SCHOOL. ^ 

you kindly call mine only anoialblc oqes»^^ 
Every one, however, has noc tl^eiame in* j 
dulgcnce for Elwina^ that her Ipved Alfred , 
has — and indeed I knew I (hould not be 
foftened by meeting fympathy j on the 
contrary, that very likely whenever your 
name fhould be mentioned, it would be in 
a kind pf way that would roufe nay refent- 
ment, rather than melt me with grief i at 
leaft for the moment. 

The view of each place brought you fo 
forcibly before my eyes, that I could not 
refift a gu(h of tears $ but they are the laft 
I will ftied before Mrs. M— — : (he is 
either too happy, or too infenfible to feel 
for others ; and flie ftrove to make me an 
objeft of ridicule to Captain M— — , whp, 
though a good fort of man, has no more 
delicacy than you would ^xpeft from a 
boatfwains fo the poor lovefick Elwina, 
as I was called, you will befieve, had not 
much comfort in her vini. 

The 
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The laft evenings I ftole away from them. 
It yrzs the full moon. It happened to be 
my birth day. I walked penfively up to 
that dear fpot from whence I took the 
view you fo well remember, and fo highly 
prized. Ohj Alfred, what a crowd of ideas 
filled my mind ! I fixed my eyes on the 
once dear dwelling of my heart's fole joy. 
There was an unfpcakable folemnity in 
the fcene before me, which I fhall never 
forget. I was loft in reverie. I called on 
the blefTed Ihade of our dear mother. I 
invoked her aid and protedion for her be- 
loved fon. A delirium fcemed to poflTefs 
nic. I wept, but they were delicious tears. 
I took out your pifture, and could hardly 
refrain fromchiding your dear rcfemblance 
for not joining its tears with mine. I 
know not how long I Ihould have remained 
in this frame of mind, had 1 not been 
awakened from my dream by the found of 

voices. Mrs. M- had fent after me, 

on finding I did not return at the ufual 

hour for fupper. I haftened home as faft 

La as 
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as I could, and Arove to compofe my agi- 
tated fpiritSt that I migftt not fubjedfc mf • 
felf to mortifying remarks. from thofe who 
know not bow to feel the woes, that preis 
on the heart of fenfibility, or have decency 
enough toTcfpeft them. I under^ot feme 
coarfe jokes from the captain, which ex* 
cited an infinity of mirth in his wife ; and 
I thought it better to avail myfelf of a 
pretence of fatigue, and leave thtfe happy 
people to thcmfelyes. 

As Mrs. M prcdificd, I got a very ' 

bad cold from my evening's amufemcnt j 
for I was not aware of the dews falling, 
and the tears I fticd contributed not a little 
to the caufc of my indifpoGtion. I wifli, 
fometimes, that Maria was at a greater 
diftance from me, as I ihould then per- 
haps, fpend more time with her. I really 
find no fatisfaftion at home ; I am forry 
to f^y ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ truth. My imperious 
brother look^ on me as a difgrace to the 
family : but I might ftill purchafe his fa- 
vour. 
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vour, by (hewing a partiality to bfs fricqd 
and our too conftant vifitor K— — ,. I 
think it a peculiar hardlhip that they have 
deprived me of the only fociety that can 
form my happinefs, and will force upon 
me the company of a wretch whom t de- 
tcft on a thoufand accounts. Can I for- 
:give him for having attempted the fife of 
my Alfred ? 1 cannot acquit him irt that 
affair fp eafilyas ymr have done s 6r bdi^ve 
headedlike a man^of hbnoun However, 
iK>thing ca^i prevail on nfie>to treat' him 
with an cgual civility wich^flut ireft of our 
Jrkitant8« notwithftinding nty brother^i 
wr^di and threiti. He has Umic me all 
ilK idefpite he can^ havitig bound my fa-« 
Cher- by fuch ftrong ties, never to look on 
me as related to him if I do not renounce 
my Alfred. What can he do more, but 
nrge him to turn me out of doors, beckufe 
hfe has not power over my will ? Arid if 
he wais to proceed to that harfh ufage of a 
child, who was once thought the mbft 
dutiful of all, I could not be more un^ 
L 3 happy 
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happy thati they have already made me. 
And perhaps to work for my daily bread 
would amufe my mind much better than 
any thing here can do. 

But why. do I tranfgrefs the rules I prc- 
fcribed to myfelf ! My Alfred, I will never 
write you fuch letters in future. Yet have 
I not ever written from my heart ? and I 
ktiow not how to conceal any of its cnio- 
tions from him who is the abfolute mafter 
of it. Indeed it is now more than com- 
monly idcprcflcd by a recent proof bow 
the.4flre.dioit9.of all my delations are turned 
fron) nri^. ^fl received a.letccr ycftcrday by 
t^f m,ail fr^i Ncw.,.y9rk> written by my 
fiftepr Pkydej ; in coi^fequence, (he fays, 
p(^j}p,infor.mation [h.c,J?as received from 
Ijw mother, bfothers, and fitter G ■ ■ ■ , 
^l\ cpmplairving of -my headftrong oppo^ 
fition»to itheir wills. They do not, in- 
deec|,.pretpd jto fay,, that the perfon whom 
I prefer ;is unwQfthy of me, but he is a 
beggar^ and it wqyld be ruin,, abfolute 
' ' ' ;. ruin 
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ruin into which I would plunge myfelf i 
and which they are endeavouring tx) pre- ' 
ferve nrie fronti. She then labours to prove 
hriWdifficult I fhould find it to keep my 
r6tiiia,'ntic paflibn alive in a (late, of penury, 
and which fhe is fo well qualified to en- 
large upon, having once been reduced fo 
low, as almoll to wifli (he had never becii_ 
indulged in her inclination for Mr, Pley- 
ddj, (inicd the conne£Uon had been pro- 
ductive of fuch diftrefles. I think her cha- 
racter litems quite altered tooj^ as well as 
(bme others in our family. But intere(i 
will do much, aad perhaps my brother 
has awakened hers, by telling her how 
advantageous it would be to have fuch an 

alliance as Sir Thomas K , for (he 

expatiates' much on the fplendid offer I 
have been fo weak as to rejeft ; and car- 
ric(!ly reqiiefts nfie not to throw away the 
^good thitigs that are held out to my accept- 
ance : adding, if the man I have fixed 
my affcftions on is guided by a princi- 
ple of honour, he would rather advife mi 
L 4 to 
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to liftcn to the perfuafions of my true 
friends^ than the fuggeftions of a dclufivc 
paffio0> ivhich muft make me mtferablcj 
and juftify my family in renouncing me. 
She concludes by faying, I muft giye her 
credit for being my lincere friend^ and well 
wiiher, and not look on her as my enemy, 
as I have done all my other 4idvifers. She 
glances tooj very feverely, on a; pretended 
friend, who can have no j;bod view in en- 
couraging difob^diciice to the.V^U of the 
beft of parents, and .the xxioft ai^c^oaate 
and prudent of brothers. 

This letter, you wHI 'be1icye,»niy d?ar 
Alfred, is not of a nature to calrp my jniod 
much, as I muft fee how inflexibly tbey 
are all Hxed to gain theif point s^infl 
me. I have certainly done a^ much as i 
can by way gf concef^on lo miy. &ther 
and mother — more I cannot tdp* lt';Would 
be abfolute weaknefs in me, and cruelty 
to you. My heart will ever re^nain fea* 
il^ble of wh^t it owes to yoy^ -nqr fhall 
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any circufnftaoces indpce it ta - aker iofi 
fentimencs. xheir perfecutioiu cmnot work 
any good to thennfelves^ though itin^^yvadd 
to the difagrccablc fituation of your ever 
faithful^ and xruly affedjyonatc 
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To the fame. 

I AM happy that my gloomy letter: 
will be accompanied with one of not- 
qvAtt fuch a fomfare ihade. I told you I ; 
wo^rid not write fuch anodier, and I will 
keep -my w<^d,^ ' It is an ill .^art in me to » 
a^dio the troubles you. muft neceffarily* 
endurej by telling you of little difagreeable . 
occurrences in the family way, . w4iich you 
cannot prevent. While I have fuch a 
faithful and affedlionate fricixd as \ Maria, 
at homej and I look forward to>aA uiiioa 
with fuch a man as Aifred, I will not.* 
glvcway to forrow, whi<:b, yo^ pJroperiy.; 

L 5 ^I'ttN^^, 
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obfcrve, unfits' xh- 'for the ftqpport of the 
prefcntJ'cvilj iAld i^cndefs 'ds unworthy of 
the fvrttli'c -good. • 

As to amtifcmcnt of any kind, you 
muft not exped accounts from me, but 
you fhall have them from the public 
prints. I have fent you a colle£tion of 
newfpaperft and magazines that you may 
know how we have been going on in this 
world. I have not been to one public 
place fince your departure. I never had' 
any great relilh for them, and now my 
g§ui is faving money« I expend nothings 
and fliall grow rich merely from that cir- 
cumftance. Maria^ has advifed me to 
become an adventurer in the wheel of for- 
tune : fhe is fo fanguine in my fuccefs^ 
that I have indulged her whim, and the 
few pounds that the ticket cofts will not 
diminiih much from our (lore, and there- 
is a chance you know of its largely con- 
tributing to k« Heaven (end us good 
luck I It is pmting ourfelves in the way^^ 
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of fortune"; and Khe iis very much in arrears 
vnth yoii.; If Ihc pays the debt to nie, I 
do hot think you will complain of her 
bvcrtpokihg' juftice in order to be ge- 
ncroui. 

I feci much'eafier in my mind than I 
did, becaufe my brother is abfent, and 
confequcntly his friend does not vilit here i 
but 1 (ball not avail myfelf of the former 
circumftance, to attempt gaining any 
points in my favour from my father and 
mother. I am forry to fay it, I have 
loft,. my confidence in them. No pro- 
fclflons of kindnefs> or indulgence, will now 
expand my too credulous heart with delight 
^nd gratitude ; I have proved how emptyi 
all promifes are, and I depend no longer 
on them. Only, rpattcr of fad (hall ob- 
tain any credit with me for the future j 
but if dicy will let me get through the 
day Quietly, it is all I aik, and I will never- 
provoke them by complaining. You muft 
flcay-your time now, as you are a fervant 
v.* 6 -^ 
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as well a^ fubjed of the Jcjng, and Ifyb- 
mic to Ills decree^ ho\irly recommeiK]* 
ing you to the proteiftibn of Heaven. 1 
have no friends on earth but Maria an4 
you i but furely ye are fuch, that few pp 
earth could equals and none can go be- 
yond my love and afFedion for bothy. - 

* How I wilh I could transport fomc of 
die produce of our garden for ypur'mefs ! 
But why talk of wiiliing ? If wflhes could 
avail, fhould I be at this moment deploring 
your abfence ? No, I Ihould be telling you, 
mftcad of writing it, how infinitely dear 
you are to me ; yet, what a comfort it is, 
that this relief to our hearts is not withheld 
from us, and nriofl thankfully do I acknow* 
ledge our particular obligation to the firft 
former of letters. The <* wretch's aid.'* 
You are the " banifhed lover,'*^ ami may 
\ not be ftyled '* the captive maid,*' as all 
my family wilh to rpake me the worft of 
flaves, fince they would tyrannize ovef my 
mind ? 

I fbaU 



, I JfljLjll he cafitrcmdy Uppjif I can^* 
tftiQ leave to ftay thh winter in ijbe c&im^ 
fiy wifth Maria ; (he iotendt xq esert ker« 
felf >toibe utmoft ta prey^^.-qp my father 
to allow me that in^ulgenoc; it U the 
only favour T^hall (Irive for; all the reft 
muft xemain as they are for the prelentt 
It would really a£ford me the higheft plea? 
fure I can tafle in your abfen<;e^ for I na* 
Uirally diflike LiOndon; and why &Quid 
I. be mortified by beiagthere^ Mrtbe lame 
^me that my company gives no delight (q 
any one now ? They will :be much hap- 
pier without me^ and I fhall be as happy 
as ppflible with nqy loved Maria^ -widi 
whom X can coi^vcrfe, freely Tof my dpar 
and amiable Alfred. Yes, I truft we fliall 
bring it about ^ and as they have Iqng 
ireafed to do things gracefully, I will not 
qdarrel with ^em if this favour is ac- 
corded with no more than has lately ac- 
companied their fcanty indulgences, 

I often wiih I was a fylph, that I could 

hov^f 



h&¥cr- titund ybu^ atid itifbrm you yrhcn 
dang^f wai nigh. ' Oh ! what a delightful 
talk t^fct^th yoti fitrni all ills ! Mj^ dearcft 
Alfred,. AaM'WC not be the happieft Off the 
hfc^py, i^hfch' 'yft do meet, from the ot- 
ftacles HvhicK have cruelly been thrown in 
the wlay of our union ? Yes, my beft loved , 
we-flialli as you fo (weetly faid, endear 
the j)refcnt moment of joy by repeating 
ovcrtlie difficulties that are palfed. ^ If I 
thought I (hodld not *have kff<*£iibn enough 
to make you hippy in tKe moft enlarged 
fenfe, I would rather now die, and leave 
you forever. Your happinefs is dearer to 
rtic than life, or any confideration that I 
can think of. That wefliall 'meet and be 
rewarded for our conftartcy is the hope,, 
aad all the comfort of your faithful 

ELWINA,', 
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Alfred TO" ElwinX. 

I CANNOT, my beloved EIwina,re^ 
"fift giving you an account of a very 
brilliant ftroke of' our general i and I had 
the^ood fortune to be one of the officers 
Appointed for the expedition. I have al- 
ready told you our works were too exten- 
five, and from circumftances not ta be 
avoided, too thinly manned. Indeed the 
upper works, from what caufe it becomefs 
not me to fay, arc in but an indifffcrent 
fituation for defence, evtn if the garrilbn^ 
was in full health. We have not troops 
enough for the fcrvice. The knowledge 
of this weaknefs, probably, led the Due de 
Crillon to lie rather more unguarded than ' 
he fhould have done in his head quarters 
at Cape Mola. The general faw the 
negligence of the enemy/ and was induced ' 
to make a vigorcAis, and (as it generally 
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proves when fet about properly) fuccelsful 
Tally. We ruihed forth in good order^ 
furprifed and routed the cfnemy ; chafing 
the duke from his. po(t> and fecured our- 
felves fo effe^ally in it^ that notwithftand« 
ing be brought up his whole arnfy w 
diflodge us^ after much hefitation^ he dey 
fitted from the attack. We could not 
continue there, fo the next night we re- 
turned fafe into garrifon. bringing with 
us about an hundred prifoners, among 
whom are feme officers of rank. This- 
brific aftion in our general will convince 
tjic duke of his Ipirit and bravery, and 
it will ferve by way of rebuke to him for 
only fighting at a diftance. 

. 1 think, myfelf particularly fortunate to 
have been in this fervice. Till then I -had 
only the tticoretic knowledge of a foldier^ 
now I have had a little pradice> and am 
happy it was followed with fo much e^t: 
It has put mc in excellent fpirits, and I 
now iball. have more confidence in my. 

courage 
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courage than before I could have lA- 
dulged without the imputation of vanity* 
I congratulate you likewifcj my dearcft 
love> on my fafety, and yet continuing 
well in healthy though almoft all here 
feel the crxiel efie£b of th^ fcurvyi which 
rages intenfely amongft the common 
men^ but -who will noc breathe a com- 
plaint left they (hould be fcnt to the hof« 
'pifalt ¥Hxch is theTuHcK of all our poKt. "^ 

' r T 

« . f >. .. V .. 

I have begged C^aptain ■ » ^ Vhc^ 
carries the news of our co$^ di j»am,(jf 
thit is^ not enlargihg too much on Jt9 
tliough it really dererv,es great credit) Co 
the fecretary of war^ to convey tbi^ letter 
to you I and as he does me the honour -of 
profcffing great friendfhip for me^ he has 
prpmifed to deliver it with his own hand. 
Oh I how much (hall. I. envy him ; he will 
behold the lovelieft of women I When will 
that blcffing be allowed to Alfred ? I flatter 
myfclf^ that: ^s the battalion I am in . has 
been a long time here, that when this 

bufinefs 
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K fmrTf li Brrnrrrpiiftied, nr z peace aks 
jii&cr, J IbEl br fcbir id rcnim, or st ksS, 
furrir I t3aj gr: icsvr uf abfcncc for ^ 
frvr rrjrar L s., bs x : r »AL i for Try frrrirfs. 

dred rbrrr fpi^rld be in ftare for thr dica 

ALFRED! 



LETTER ClI. 
Elwika to Al.FIXt>. 

THE trueft delight I could feel, I 
have this day experienced fitun 
feeing your good friend Captain — ^ ; 
with what plrafjre I looked on the face 
of a man whofe eyes have beheld my Al- 
fred ! I truft you told him on what trmns 
of tender afFcftion and engagement ve 
were, for elfe the man would think mc 
mad. I a(ked him ten thoufand queflions, 
which he good naturcdly and patiently an- 
fwcrcd. He fays, there is a vcffcl going 
out with inftruftions to the general, by 

which 
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'which he fhall write : he added^ " You may 
** be fure I had fome few commiflions 
** given mei which I muft anfwer on the 
« faith of a foldier/' 

He is a very agreeable man ; but I 
believe I thought him more fo, bccaufc 
you ftyle him your friend. He gives a mod: 
noble charafter of you^ and tells me^ you 
arc beloved by every one in tlic gaitifom 
Ah 1 who can doubt it ? AH utiprejudiced 
perfons muft love my Alfred. • My letter 
witt goby the fame co/hveyance -, and I' tan 
tell you our ticket is yet in the wheels and 
it is yet a very rich one ; however,- 4>ur 
fate, in that inftance muft foon be decided, 
as there is not much more than a fortnight 
longer tp draw. 

1 cannot gain my favourite wifli of 
ftaying with Maria. It was dehied in foch 
a manner as did not fofteh the refufal ; 
but I bore it with-all becoming, meeknefs; 
for had I refented the lion-cbmpliance with 

the 
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the requeftj perhaps they would have in^ 
terdidted my correfpondeoce with her, 
and then probably a quarrel would havt 
been the confequencej which^ if poflibki 
for a thoufand reafons^ I will carefully 
;avoid. 

I do congratulate myfelf indeedi my 
.dear Alfredi on your briUiant iuccdij 
and h$ppy exenoption (torn injury^ fmn 
*your brave csierdon^) Ohl .xxuiy. fveiy 
.a^ion of your Hfe be filled with liOMUii 
and may all your cnenuet bdiold fOfOi 
triumph 1 

^y pi'ayeri arc ferit up hourly fer jc^ 
VUid my grateful heart ceafes not to tfatok 
Tieaven for its fignal mercies to me^ In 
preferving your health and life anibng 
fuch dangers. 

It is the opinion of the politicians htrt^ 
that poor Minorca 'muft Ibon be given up. 
How is itpoflible to withftand fuch a force 
Its is brought againft itj with fo ^ men 

to 
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to defend it ? — Befides, though you arc 
too prudent to notice it, the extreme 
dMfeafiom between the general and his 
laeotetuuit is of great hurt to the fafety 
of the ganifon. 

You know I am mtich in the habit of 
hearing the fubjeffc of peptics difcufl^d at 
our boufe^. from the number of members 
of parliament, and the eouncil thatfrequent 
our. parties. I now liften with avidity, and 
mjr heart is elated, or caft down, as I feie 
their faces appear. 

I would not tell you, but that I diink it 

tnoft likely Captain • • will mention 

it to you, that he did not dine at our houfe. 
Maria was Jo kind as to invite him to her 
father's. Oh ! Alfred, that houfe is more 
like my home than the one I ufed to de- 
light in ; there I meet with fmiles and* 
congenial minds* 

He has promifed to call upon me in 
tQwn^ if he is not ordered to return, which 

he 
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he thinks it probable he (hall not. Andi 
indeed, it is now the received opinion^ that 
you will not be able to defend yqgrlc|yq 
much longer. Oh ! may the God of aU 
mercies take you under his proteftipni 
and foon allow us the felicity of meeting 
in fafety and cdnAfort! I am more aiid 
more anxious for that bleft moment ; and 
10 . fpite of my refolution, I fometimcs 
give myfelf up to the moft frightful defpair. 
Indeed, who can help trembling, when 
they feel as I do what a ftake they have 
to lofe ? 

1 am ever moft faithfully your own 
E L W I N A. 



LETTER CHI. 

Alfred to Elwika. 

I HAVE juft pcrufed your letter, my 
ever loved Elwina; and I have juft 
read a letter from my friend Captain , 

which has filled my heart with concern 

I and 
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and grief. 1 adjured him to tc|l me z 
tl^oufand particulars^ which I couldnOit fo 
well learn from your pen, though I know 
my love never meant to deceive her Al- 
fred, but to fpare his bofom from painful 
difquiet. 

My friend informs me, you are ex- 
tremely altered from the time your pic- 
ture was taken, and which I Ihcwed to him, 
and but one more befide has ever beheld 
its beauties. The dear portrait has been 
Jacrtd to Alfred. They, however, are my 
particular intimates, and men that may be 
trufted. But to return to my fubjeft. Oh ! 
my beloved, has then the abfence of thy 
Alfred robbed your lovely cheeks of their 
native hue ? And is it to grief that the 
brilliancy of the fineft eyes in the world 
has been facrificed ? Though your lovely 
and cilegant perfon was but a fecond charm 
in my eye, yet I can but lament the caufc 
by which your beauty is diminilhed. El- 
wina^ you mufl: not grieve and lament my 

abfence 
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tbfenee (b much ; I fhall write to Mkriz, 
and chide berfor not keeping up your fpirits 
as Ihe promifed (he would. 

I feel enraged againft all your famiiyi 
and (hall blefs the means which will af- 
ford me the happinefs of taking you from 
them. Oh» how, unworthy arothey of the 
goodneis you have ihewn, and the iacri- 
fice we have made to prudential motives ! 
But my deareft girl^ wo will be happy in 
ipite of them. I am not fb high- in mj 
notions as I was ^ not fo <' proud of hearty' • 
as you humoroufly ftyled me ; I can. now 
fee how much happier I could have been 
with my Elwina in a cottage, than to be 
forced to live far from her; not chat I am 
tired of a foldicr's life, or wifli to fliarc 
toils which you 

Were bora to ibothe, but not endure i 

Biit when peace arrives, with all her fmiHng 
train, I fliall not be forry to tafte dear do- 
meftic eafe with the loved objeft of my 
heart. But what enjoyment fhall I lofe^ if 
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rfou't myangelj are in ill health! Oh! I can- 
not fupport the idcia of your being ill ; for 
Heaven's fake have fome advice^ and do 
not attempt to deceive me ^ you will be 
laying a train for 'misfortune to overwhelm 
me indeed ; for where am I to look for 
comfort^ if I lofe you ? You promifed nme 

-^u would look forward to better days j 
meet them then, my beloved, withcxpc6ling 
fmiles, do not wait their approach with 

' anxious cares, robbing them of the dear 
delights they have undoubtedly in ftoi* 
for you; 

'" My.Elwina, you are not to learn how 
much the peace and happinefs of thy Al- 
fred is bound up in yours : you live fe- 
cluded "from fociety ; you fliould not be 
fo; Why did you generoufly tell me yoli 
fiiould rejoice at any pl^fure I fliould meet 
with', and to hear I could forget my cares, 
and fmile ^ Do you think me fo fclfifli 
then thax I (hpuld not wifti you to partici* 
pate in thofe amufements which your fex 
Vou III. m' and 



and 'age fo well intitk you fo engage in ? 
Do hot think the trifle you can fave will 
tre adequate to the loft of your Keakh and 
-ipirlts ? 'Let us be frogal, myiovc, when 
we are in poffdEon t)f the fwcctcft 6f 
treafiires in each other; then N»rc ftall npt 
waAt the idle pleiifures oC life to annufe 
.us, ^ho fee in each other whatever is de- 
lightful and defirable. 

But I would counfel you to vary your 
atnufement, or you will lofe that charm- 
ing vivacity, that at once rendered you 
fo pleafing and inftruftive to every one, 
by fctting them a leffon, how they might 
^0 and charm likewife. 

Mrs. M- is not improved by the 

converfation of her hufband. How cruel 
and unfeeling was her behaviour to my 
lovely girl ! How could (he join in laugh- 
2Ag at your amiable fenlibility ? 

My Elwina^ fuch people have not fouls. 

As 
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As I have obfcnrcd to you before, i 
.think I am too young a foldier to pro^nie 
to give my opinion ; as any littk know- 
J)edge arifes (blely from books^ ami 'what 
I can learn from the converfation of others^; 
yet 1 will go fo far as to tell you, if I fhould 
«ver rife to the honour of commandirijg a 
fortrefs, and it is my fortune taJifl^crit 
invefted, I ihoiild keep in mmi ;arrb*d 
line in poetry, which has aeverth clefs »go<M 
found fenfe in it : 

He conies too near, who Comes to bedemVa. ^ 

■ ■ . .1 
This -will (land good in tadlics as well a^s 

morals. You* fhould not fufFer your ene^ 

my to come fo near as to make a repulfe 

neceflary. I fee ;nany things which. I 

fhould avoid, and which there are many 

here fee as well as niyrelfi.,but it is Jiovy too 

late, and the unhappy difagreement between 

two, gallant and able officers, .has done great 

injury to the fcrvice; you will e^fily ber 

lieve each has his partizans, as it^is di^ 

ficult to avoid tald^g .an> opinion ; .and 19 

all probability, if the general is not crown- 

M 2 cd 
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«d with fqcccfs, more may be faid of it 
Acrcaftcr* . This is the private opinion of 
fome^ which makes every one cautious of 
fpeaking openly now, and their prudence is 
to be commended. ^ 

• It is impoflTible, perhaps, for two officers 
to think exactly the fame, when the eclat 
would be beftowcd only on one. Where 
the fault lies I cannot pretend to fay, but 
the effect is too vifible, and is by no 
means pleafant But thefe diffenlions have 
ever been between commanders ; Nor 
can we read of any engagement, whether 
fuccefsful or unfortunate, but what much 
more might have been done, had there 
been a coincidence of opinion, which, 
from the nature of men in general, is 
fcarcely to be cxpefted. For after all, 
they are but men, and cannot diveft them- 
fclves of their felf-love fufficiently to la- 
crifice their Ihare of the glory to another. 
In fhort, to ufe a vulgar expreffion, they 
cannot fubmit ^^ to beat the bufb, while 

" another 
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^ another runs away with the ganne/- • We- 
are ambitious of fame, but are not patriots 
enough to fufFer patiently another to build 
his merit on ours ; and if we cannot appear 
in the foreground, are too apt to envy 
thofe that do, and blacken the canvafs, 
that the figures may not look. brilliant at 
our cxpence. " I cannot have the honour 
*^ of this buGncfs afcribcd to me, neither 
<^ fhall I labour Under the imputation of 
'* having done wrong if we are unfuccefs* 
«<ful/* This reHeftion, I think, would 
ftrike me forcibly^ if I was fecond in com*' 
mand, like — to compare fmali things with 
great— my finging an underpart to my 
Elwina — Every one has commended the- 
air, and given the praife to your per- 
foi'mance, not confidering, though I was 
not a principal, I flill added to the har- 
mony. And how often have you and I 
heard a duet beautiful in its parts, and 
fqng by two good voices, yet quite fpoiled ' 
by the fecond forgetting his fubordinate 
ftation^ and ftriving to Ihine, indeed of 
M 3 following 
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foUilwitig and finging to the firft. This 
19 being ambitious in the wrong place. 



::It (hould feem as if poor Minorca was 
a devoted facrifice, for fhc is totally left to 
hcrfelf, and unprovided with, the means of 
Jong holding out againft the ftrength of fa 
potent an enemy. But I will- fay the de- 
fence has been a gallant one, and will not 
read bad in hiflory. • It is onfortunate for 
me, OD^ the o^tfet of nof career in the paths 
of g^wy, to have been fentonthe " forlorn 
*^ hope.;'* aai yet I amTornetimes induced 
t0 look on our firiiatipn in chat p^int of 
view. We have fervedto amufe the enenpif , 
and divert them from attacking- fome 
plafic of more importance to the ftate of 
Great Britarix i and if it IhouW prove fo, 
our fufferings are not in .vain. In aay ca&: 
ir is our duty to obey orders, and com- 
ply with the exigencies of the times, which, 
Qod knows, arc bad enough. England 
againft all the world, is rather an unequal 
niatch, and if we Ihould lofe the game a^ 

Jaft, 
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laft, there, wiil be fomc tr^v'xt 4\|e.t9, us, 
however^ for baying (^ood our ground^ and 
neitheij declining the challenge or daftardly . 
runnkvg froni the r^conlre, Thcfe re-, 
fledipr^s, my Elv{ina, mufl: conibU me if, 
if is njy fate to he onjp.of thofe dciCtined to 
fiycll the triumph of the. cnenay ; but you 
•know one comfort is, I am but a fly on the 
i^hieelj and nQt a prefumptupus one neither. 
If out gciKxal is oo\^^red with laurels, I 
(ksiW not l^y^ xpof? thaa one. leaf to my 

fk^qi ajqi4 i^^o^Pi^pl^y^ ^^P^ % ^^PP^^T 
tik\, my^ Q^Q^ is too ot^ure tp be., 
tyniftieji 

. Let the. cnjcfxiy^ tai^e the garrifon when 
they will» they cannot have much to boafl: 
of. It is a naere holpital. There are not 
a()fQl\iit;ely: naen enough to relieve properly, 
fo that ma^y- pf the ppfts arc i.ntirely Y^ith- 
out defence ; but w^ put the. beft face we 
can upon it, and this policy has ferved to 
intimidate the enemy^ as they kept a mofl: 
cau^iovis dfft^ce in the cpnftru^ion and 
M 4 progrcfs 
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progrcfs of their works. Our gallant fel- 
lows^ though fick and almoft dyings (till 
will have their jokes, and laughing, fay, 
•* The Spanifti troops ffaould be fent to 
** fchool to learn to ftand fire." How- 
ever, they want no inftru6Hon in the art of 
giving Tt i for their vaft and numerous 
artillery are fo weighty, and the fhowers of 
Ihot and fhells fo inceflant, that they have 
nearly demolifhed all the upper works, 
and I am forry to add, have rendered many 
of our pieces of ordnance ufelefs. The 
veteran officers fay, they never- faw in -any 
fervice equal deftruftion. We may carry- 
this bufinefs off, npy dear Elwina, with all 
the compofure in the world; but it is a 
mortifying circumftance to be cooped up 
here, to be (hyed at like a poor cock -on -a 
Shrove Tuefday, and not have it in our 
power to ftir by way of annoying the 
enemy — Mais forturn la guerre, et je/uis 
content. It was no choice of mine, only I - 
hope we fhall not be cenfured by and by 
at home, for not having done iiH in our 
- - ** • power. 
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power. Wc- haye had much more to 
combat than the enemy alone, and it would 
wring your gentle heart to fee the fqualid,. 
emaciated foldiers ^' grin horridly a ghaftly 
*' fmile" at any appearance of fuccefs, 
and ftand cheerfully to their arms, till they 
drop with fatigue, never to rife again. 
It is very common to find them dying 
with difeafe, when the relief is going to 
mount the batteries; and yet you never 
hear the voice of, complaint. But it can- 
not laft long thus^j either our miniflers 
mull fend additional forces, or in pity tp 
the few who remain, tlie general, I doubr^ 
will be forced to capitulate. — I wifli it 
could be avoided, and I am fure it will if 
|X)ffible/ 

: Biit what fignifies fhe hardships of war, 
or ^ny other *« ills that Sefti is heir to,*' 
if you my beloved Elwinia will cheer your 
Ibldier with your endearing fmiles, and 
foothc all his griefs? Yet my deareft ^f{> 
JinXtifs he ; caa* hear you are well and in 
M 5 good 
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good fpirits, where is he to look for com* 
fort and confolation ? For thy Alfred's 
fekc then> my Elwina, keep up a good heart, 
and never lofc fight of the hope (bleffcd 
above all other) that wc Ihall foon meet, 
and foon be united in the delightful bands 
of holy wedded love. And when *« fwect 
peace'' will give us leave, we will imitate 
the Dennifons. We fhall have a better in- 
Come than they have, with not four chil- 
dren to fet out with. ** Ohl we fhall 
*^ grow rich by faving,** as my angel fays, 
fiut then you muft be in perfeft health, or 
6ur fcheme will be entirely fruftrated. — 
i will never forgive Maria for not exerting 
lierfelf to amufe you i tell her how exceed- 
ingly angry I am, and that 1 fhall foon come 
.over and fcold her heartily; then tell your- 
felf, my beloved, that no being On «irth 
is dear to me but yow own xJear felf^ 
ihat my heart and foul are devoted to you, 
^whikthey can be called in the fcrvicc of 
yOOT « 

ALF*ED.\ 



J t , . - ..... 

, I^ E XT JE R , Ciy* 

IF the rcqiitftof my beloved Alfred did 
not endear life to me, I fhould be the 
moft liftworthy of beijjgs.'i— That your 
friend^Captam**-*--^ (hould £nd me altered 
from my pifture, I do not 'wonder at; , cop- 
fider, my Alfred, the hopes that played 
round my heart, and the obje£t I had Jbe* 
fore my eyes when that portrait was xakcn* 
When-he faw the > original, he beheld ft 
poor wea)^ creature, whofe hope^ were a^- 
tocA dead, and whofe eyes wcce no Ipng^r 
bkiiwith.the fight of him alonf whp cpu]4 
now reftore their brilliancy. I was yery 
much • incjiipofed ■■ too at that .tirrie. You 
remember my gelling you of my fitting 
lau in the evening, too late .indeed for 
rirf'h€*Uh/ on the faitourite feat fo well 
kht^ti*^ youi-ithen ic^ughf a very 
M 6 feverc 
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fcvcrc cold, which fettled on my lungs, and 
I was too wretched in my mind to attend 
to the ailment of my body, fo that I muft 
own my diforder gained a greater height 
than it* would have done had I forefeen 
any thing worth living for; but I am 
much better now, indeed I am ; and I witt 
ftrive to recover as fait as I can. , Care 
and attention will, I doubt not^ vjcry foon 
reftore me to diat date of health I Xifed to 
enjoy. You muft not be angry, even ift 
jeft, with our dear Maria; i am much 
indebted to her tendemefs. I do not think 
I ifaould have been living now, but for 
her kind care. — All the difturbances of 
my family are laid to my charge; and I 
am fo repeatedly tojd, that i( it was not 
for mc, they fhould never have had a do- 
meUc quarrel, that I cotikl not fome- 
times help joining in their wifli, of hay- 
ing followcid me to the grave Ibme years 
fince, when I had a dangerous fever, and 
was loved by every one. Thefe are: cut* 
(ing tkiiigs, my dear Alfred^ to hear cqb^ 
- . , . . . tinually. 



FOR* FATHERlS/ 253 

tiDually, and when fou were torn from mp^ 
made, me lefs fblicitous about my health. 
than I ought to have been. It 13 not 
however too late, and if you are in earned 
in your aflurances of taking me from a 
home^ which I am grieved to the ibul to 
fay^ is now hateful to me> I ihall be more 
e«rneft; in my endeavours towards facili-* 
tiEittng my recovery. You fccnied always 
fo much to dread a life of comparative 
poverty y that I was (as you know I havC; 
long declared) fully .rcfolved .never to be 
your wife, till we had an income thac^ 
fhdul4 enabk us. a little to kefcp pace with' 
my family. But niarry when T will, Ii 
fliall be looked on as an outcaft from them^ 
therefore dicy will not'bcdifgraccd by ouH 
htflrnble ftyle of living; and according, tD 
my prefent mode> . I fiiall not be veryics-: 
penfive to you, for I live wholly on vege« 
tablen ; I wiih I could fend you fomc of 
my fhare. That diet has beea ordercdL 
fortne; and I find myfelf naucb benefited 
t>ylb finipleA i:egimen. . . • { 

^:^.r I hope. 
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.1 hope/ my Alfred^ we fliall pmvc thaff 
happinefs depends not on the exterior of 
fhew and parade. T have at laft^ thank 
Hc^ven^ made you a icon vert to my fotwr. 
fcheme of elegant retirement, and you wiU 
find more charms in a country life, now 
than before you was put up in y<our coQp/. 
You will gi^eme credit, for bcin^g in to?.' 
leir^le fpirits; your .affie&ionatf : letter^; 
dught to have that good eflfed. I wifli 
from my foul we coul4 have an honourable 
{5eace, but I fear that ; is hardly poflibk 
vrhilt all the! world^ii agaiiUL 'f poordd^ 
«^£nghindi'V They.do calk ftrongly of ft 
diaiige ill the' miiftfhryi at cfaang^ioffnmi 
qiay produce a change of meafiijresj ^ 
fiimething new wiUibe Aruck oji^ if thjcy 
tar, : moft probaidy rfiey .vitt; eh^fo * .ftejs 
path for their enoorsl, .aadjK^^thdtiwhi^ 
ktts been fo long irodden. ii\ivmiiic :l.l4gh 
lor peaGeTr7ipy.roulifickj^St gt the Tqin^ of 
war~Ohl my: Alfred, a fnug Jittlft cpt. 
tage HUtb yoMbii ^tid ^> will &^\y re^gipk ^ 
pomps and vanitiesr of .;^ WQf^il^ ^(^9 
r^ -.I who 
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v^ho have no tafte for higher joys. Give 
but Alfred to his faithful 

fiLWINA. 
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7b the fame. 

MY beft loved Alfred, I doubt our Vcfrf 
fober fcheme of retirement will be 
fru{li^ted-«^nd what means do you fup-« 
pofc will have that effeft ? No left thanf 
the moft brilliant fuccefs in the wheel 
of fortune J O, my Alfred, I congratu'late 
you on the fmiles of the fickle goddefs! 
Vc«, you willhavc both my letters to- 
gether, and in this you will receive 'the 
news of our tickets coroing up a p;*!^ of 
ten thoufiind pound3 \ Oh, Plytus \ \ am 
half inclined to build temples to tjiy. di- 
vinity, thou iart " thegodof niy idojatry L*^ 
iter thou art' the blcfled means of beftow- 
ing all than ran wiih for in Alfred ! 
^ Y« 
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Yes yes, I know I Ihall foon recover, 
itiy bloom, and my vivacity is already 
returned. My Alfred, how fhall I fuf- 
ficicntly adore " the Giver of all good 
^* things'* for this benefit ? Now (hall we in-- 
deed be rewarded for all our fufferings— 
and I (hall be able to relate a few hard* 
(hips, which I hayekepttp myfelf, but which 
however you (hall not know, till you have 
k in your power to hold me toyoiir faith- 
ful bo(bm, and join, with your Elwina in 
thanks to Heaven, that they are now ^ 
over for evey . 

It was but ye(lerday I received the good 

news: I had regiftered the ticket, and 

requefted the intelligence of its fate mighi 

bc.tranfmitted to Maria^ . . 

♦ • ■ 

' Oh! with what joy the dear girl polled 

up to me! She fent for a chaife direftly, 

and that (he might not delude me with 

falfe hopes, went immediately to the 

office where it was purchafed, and had her 

t« wifiiei 
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wiihes and hopes confirmed : ihc then flew 
to me, and I have been fo long difufed to 
fee faces burhifhed with fmiks, that I 
could not avoid afking her by wh^t tnagic 
flie had got fuch a fet of brilliant features i 
She foon informed me whofe wand had 
wrought fo wonderful a change, — and,-— 
byt I will not pretend to fay how I was 
aflFefted, you know I haye not been ac-* 
cuftomed to have my heart tried by pro- 
iperrty, and fuch a burft of happinefs 
crowding on me at once^ nearly overfec 
rny poor weak frame ; but comforted by at 
thpufand delightful ideasj, I bore the re- 
yerfe of fortune, tolerably. With her 
advice' I went direftly into, the city, and 
taking an honeft broker of her acquaint- . 
a^nce with niCyj I foon changed my little 
liit of paper into . fubftantial ftock ; and 
now our property is invefted in the threa 
per cents, whic^ being very low at this, 
crifis, made it the. be{\ fund for our newly 
acquired fortune.— I was. too much agitat- 
^ to: write ycfterday^ apd indeed my heart 

ftiU' 
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ftill flutters fo much,, that I can fcarcely 
hold my pen ; but left cxccfs of happinefs 
(hould kiU me> I was determined beibre I 
fl&pt> that if I died' ia the rn^Xj I would 
firft appoint my owft helry fo I ha4 an in- 
ftrumem drawn up, which noade you fok 
proprietor of a fun)> which' I hop& I fhall 
have the felicity of fharing with you^ for 
man^y maHy yeafs. 

The afFair of the tJcket was an ahfohittj 
fecret in nty owii fkniilyy and 1 hardly 
khew how to bring- olit- the ^ntelligeiyre: 
but chance femetknes dinei^ naore than dc-> 
fi^; I found 1 could hot get my matters 
of importance fettled by dinner time ; 
therefore difpatched a porter home ta fay I' 
had accompanied Maria into the city on 
fdme particular bufinefe that would detain 
ui till the ' evening.' ' 'Mh IXf the broker, 
very civilly preflfed us to partake of his 
family dinner, and I Ute a' potatt>c vntli 
hinri; whicK is yet quite'a rnealfor mci 
ahd on that day you will believe I had not- 
^' * much 
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much appetite*— Indeed^ the hurry and 
agitation of my fpirits ^ere fo vifible, that 
as foon as I got to Bedford- Square^ Maria,. 
ever attentive, infilled on my fending 
for a furgeon, as Ihe thought it highly 
neceflary I fhould fubmit to the operation 
of bleeding. My mother had fome curi- 
o(ity> no doubt^ to know what bad taken 
me from home, and fuppofed fome acci* 
dent had happened^ as^ fhe found a furgeckn 
had been fcnt for. She came up into my 
room while the buftnafs was doing ; Maria ' 
haiib informed our ibi^on of the eaufe of ^ 
the tremor he had' felt ie my pulfe, arid 
he inftantly difclofed -the matter to my 
mother. You muft imagine her furppife 
at the unexpe6led information. I thought 
the good man muft h^ve left my arm un* * 
bound, to- run with his lancet to he? «5f 
perform the fame office. 

She obferved, {he need not wifh me joy 
of it, fince,. no doubt, I had already 
formed my plan for parting "with it. I 

affured 



i 
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aflfured her I had : and was thankful for 
the means which Heaven had now put in 
my power of purchafing happmefs. 

And fet all your friends at defiance^ 

I told her I could not now argue on the 
fubjedt. They whom (he called my friends 
had left me to the fate they had forced 
upon me j and had taught me the painful 
leflbn of difcriminating between friends 
and relations : but that I (till remembered 
where duty was due y and when the olive 
branch was held out to mc, I ihould moft 
thankfully, on my knees, accept it. My 
tears flowed, and I fondly hoped I might 
foften her heart: but (he coldly faid, I 
knew on what terms peace might be re- 
ftorcd, which my perverfenefs had inter- 
rupted. — Mr. S. obferved, it would be 
better for me to be kept quite compofeds 
and my mother, taking the hint, withdrew. 
My dear Maria ftaid the night with me j 
nor would fuffcr me to recall any unptea* 
fant events but urged me to look forward 

to 
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o bright hope— ^11 brighter by almoft a 
xcuinty of happinefs. — ^And furely, my 
lUfred^ we (hall be uncommonly happy—- 
:her^ will b^ but . one alloy to its perfcc- 
joo ;. and I truft in Heaven that will foon 
:>e;gQt over I for I never ihall think my- 
ielf debar$:d by making the mod humble 
idvances towards a reconciliation with my 
>arents> who were never fevere to me but 
11 this inftance ; and, perhaps, I was re* 
prehenfible, for entering into fo folemn ah 
engagement without their knowledge. 
How thankful then (hould I be to Provi- 
knee, that the dear obje£): of my love was 
he beft and mod amiable of men !— And 
low many young women are there whofe 
^gagements are productive of ruin to 
Jiemfelvcs, and difgrace to their families ! 
-•Your Elwina is happily an exception.— 
find I flatter myfelf, I ihould never have 
jeen caught by your fine form, had not 
:he mod handfome and elegant of men 
3cen la^ewife the moft amiable !-^Mjr 
fancy might luive been charmed, but my 

judg- 
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Judgment would haveKadflothing to do m 
the affair; confequcntly^iyour reign would 

. JMi\rc been very ftiort, *[id*not yorur interior 
merit even fwpdiffed that eiterior beautjr 
i¥hich the coldeft hearts muft ackfiowkdge 

• you poiTefs in anismident degree. I fkouU 

• Hot fay all this, if I did' not know you arc 
^rfeftly. free from itliat kind of vanity 
: which, prizes itfelf on the |)dfleflion of 

Wihat a few years muft certainly, and va- 

.rious accidents may, in an hour^ deprive 

.you of. I will now :have dortc. Heaven 

fend us peace ! for that blefling will dif- 

^fufe icfelf all -around-^and who ihall have 

;caufe to rejoice in it more than you and If 

Oh, blcffed peace ! r-eftore to me all my 

comforts entire, ±>y giving my Alfred ^ to 

his faithful 

EL-WIN A. 

. L E T T :E R CVI. 

. AlJ^RED to EtlWlNJi. 

THiE ^forlorn bopte ''■ ftill -teeps its 
head above water— but how much 
, . 6 longer 
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longer it. will be able, to hold otitis ^Q"" 
certain, :Ohl,.^r &ve xhpii land 4416- feU 

tIow^, th^t only wear cockades, ;o .Ipqlc 
^iril}ifint in the eyes of their miftreffes! 

^Here we fliould find hot. work for them; 
and they mijght Hand in the ropm of better 

,mes,. and fljive them : they would maHe 
cxcellei^;; food for powder. My belov^ 
Elwioa, we feem cut off from all fociety.~ 
A littk objed to be pelted, at, wi^h our 

.hands tied behind us. It is almofl: as bad 
as Handing .'in the pillory, only tl)at no 
difgr^ce is annexed to our fituation. That 
is .all our comfort. Honour, is all a foldier 
has to boafl: of: and it would be honour 
indeed to force the Dons to raife the fiege. 
But our internal difagreencicnts (I fpeak it 

-in conscience to you, ray love) hurts the 
caufe more than any external circumflancg. 
That fatal jealoufy, and averfenefs to fol- 
low a good hint, beeaufe an inferior pro- 
pofcs it, will be the ruin of every thing. 
There (hpuld be but one commanding 
officer— either of our generals, being fole, 

would 
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would do wonders — ^but as it is ^wcU, 

it cannot be helped-^and things, it is cafy 
to forcfcc, will go worfe and wbrfc. I 
think there is fooiething diabolic in ttxe 
difpoGtion that caii rejoice at die misfor- 
tunes of our country, becaufe their mea- 
fures were not adopted. I am of no 
party-^^but that of uniformly wifliing fuc- 
cefs to our arms— -and when a Ihout is 
given at any little inftance of fuperiority, I 
care not from which battery it comes, I 
will join it with all my heart. But when 
heads fall out, the reft wiil take their 
(hare ; and, confcquently, it makes many 
'difputes, which end in cfuarrels, among 
thofe who really have no bufincls to in* 
terfere in the matter. This, of courfe, 
renders the fervice difegreeable, as one half 
of the garrifort is at variance with the other. 

I fhould not be tired of my fituation, 
but from thefe df (iumftaiice^— r wilh to 
be well with all, butihat is Tcarcely pofli-. 

- ble— 
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ble — there will be murmurcrs and croakers 
-~and one cannot always (hut one^s ears. 

I think the time very long fince I have 
had a letter from my ever loved Elwinas 
but I truft I Ihall now very foon have that 
happinefs, as the wind is fair ; and we arc 
eagerly expefting fome relief from our 
co^intry, which, indeed, is neccffary to our 
falvation as a fortrefs— — and without it 
arrives fpeedily, we fhall no longer be free 
fubjefts of Great Britain. 

We have juft commenced the new year, 
and the garrifon is now fo much reduced 
by ficknefs, that there are not more than 
fix hundred and fixty men fit for duty in 
any degree ; and out of them there are not 
more than a hundred that the furgeons 
pronounce free from fcurvy : of the reft, 
there is no chance of their recovering to 
health, unlcfs 4they could get frefh provi- 
'fions and vegetables; fo that every day 
we may expe^ large draughts for the 

Vol. III. N hbfpital. 
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hofpital. I wilh each poft was as well 
filled as thofe wards are — we ihould yet 
hold up our heads, and look with fome 
confidence in the faces of the Dons. 

It is only wonderful that the enemy does 
not attempt a coup de main^ which was done 
in the former fiege, when the fortrefs was 
defended by General Blakeneyi and the 
garrifon was many, many degrees fl:rongcr 
than it is at prefent. 

Nothing can exceed the valour and con- 
ftancy difplayed by the garrifon -, and the 
behaviour of the common men is alnwft 
without example. There is not a day but 
numbers of the foldiers aAually die on 
guard, who, from eagerncfs to do their 
duty in defending the place, conceal their 
illnefs to prevent their being fent to the 
hofpital. Such noblenefs of mind deferves 
better . fortune : — and yet what greater 
honour can a foldier wilh for, than bravely 
to die for his country 1 But we are quite 

forgotten 
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forgotten by our minifters at home, and 
left a prey to difeafc and anguifh ; which 
is worfe than beuig gloriotifly flain in bat- 
tle. The profpcft of otir tombs being 
decked with laurels, fmooths the hard bed 
of death— but to be the facrificc of ncgleft. 
Of defign, will add a keener edge to the 
fword of the enemy. 

The officers, hi point of health, are bet«. 
ter pflf than the foldiery— but what can 
fuch an handful of men do without fuc- 

cours ? You will think, my dear love, I 

am grown a murmurer too. It is difficult 
to avoid the infe£l:ion when one is fur- 
rounded with that tribe, and really feel 
there is too much reafon for complaining. 
I have read a great deal on the fubjeft of 
fieges, and gather as much information as 
I can from men who have grown grey in 
the fervice of their country in different 

wars and climates and the refult is I am 

not thoroughly fatisfied. But this I know, 

if I was high in ^:ank, I would refign my 

N 2 com- 
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comminibn, before I would accept a com- 
mand over a place that is devoted by the 
minift'er to be a Jcape %oat^ or a tub thrown 
out to amufe the whale. Whether we 
poor fellows are in that predicament, re- 
mains to be proved* 

But I hope it will one day be inquired 
into ; and likewife where the fault of fome 
things lie. You are not a foldier, my Elwina, 
fo 1 cannot at prcfent explain myfelf to you 
—nor would it be proper; in five mi- 
nutes I could illuftrate it to you very 
clearly, if I was fitting by you like uncle 
Toby, fighting over my battles: and I 
know you could not help exclaiming, 
*' Good God ! was it poflible to overlook 
<^ that ?" I know you would. There are 
fome things fo very obvious, that they 
ought to be taken notice of; and I fin- 
cerely wifh they may. And if they me^t 

with approbation why then I am no fol- 

dier, and ihall never make a general but 

will be content to turn my Iword into a 

plough- 
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ploughlhare. I wifli to have your letter in 
anfwer to my refolution of copying the 
plan of the Dennifons. I am certain of 
having the concurrence of my deareft girl 
in thofe little manoeuvres. 1 long too to 
hear you have taken more care pf ygur dear 
health. My love, that is a blefTing which, 
gives us a gOH^ for all others; and, in 
(hort, no one can be faid to enjoy happi- 
nefs, when that is wanting. 

And now, adieu ! my ever loved EI- 
wina, I feel more anxious impatience to 
get your next letters, than I have ever 
experienced iince this tedious abfence. 
It is now more than twelve months fincc I 
parted from my fours treafure j and 1 ea- 
gerly pant for the tranfport of feeing her 
again. Dear a^ I ever prized your fociety^^ 
I am ready to condemn myfelf for not 
having been fo fenfible of it as I ought. — 
And yet of what do I accufe myfelf? Your 
loved conyerfation was dearer to me tha^ 
life or breath. I never knew enjoyment or 
N ^ delight 
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delight but when you was by to difpcnfc 
it to me. Oh, my Jove, how infinite are 
my obligations to you ! — ^The longed life 
of tcnderncfi could not repay all I owe you. 

Again adieu, my everJoved Elwina I 

I am yours, and yours alone, 

ALFRED. 

LETTER CVII. 
L I B u T. M. TO Maria. 

Madam, 

AT the requcft of a very particular 
friend of mine, and a very deferving 
officer, I have the honour of addrefling 
you on the melancholy event that has at 
once deprived me of a valuable acquaint- 
ance, and the fervicc of a gallant foldicr. 

You will find inclofed, a letter, which, 
with great pain and difficulty, was written 
a very fhort time before his death. As he 

fpokc 
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fpokc of you with the greateft friendlhip, 
there can be no one (o proper to foften 
the cruel event to the lady, for whom the 
inclofed is addrefled. I beg you to believe, 
that I feel the utmoft pain on this occa- 
fion, as no one could know the lieutenant 
without entertaining a partiality for hinn. 
I had the honour of his more particular' 
confidence, and feel mod fenfibly for the 
afBiftion which thi« intelligence will con- 
vey to the objeft of the moft faithful and 
cohftant paflSon that woman could infpire. 

It revives my forrow to relate each cir- 
cumftance that attended the laft hours of 
my gallant friend ; but I know it will be 
the only fatisfaftion his lamenting furvi- 
vors can receive, to know that every thing 
poffible was done for him, to foften the 
rigour of his fate. 

Three days fince, on the firfl* of Fe- 
bruary, Lieutenant Harley mounted guard, 
and in about an hour afterwards, a fhe)l 
N 4 llruck 
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(truck on the baftion, and he had not 
time to get into the cafemate, which is 
bomb proof. The explofion of the fhcH 
coft fevcral lives, and my excellent friend 
was mortally wounded. I happened very 
fortunately to be ofF duty, therefore had an 
opportunity of attending him as long as 
my zealous but ufelefs fcrvices were neccf- 
fary* The furgeons, who examined the 
wounds and fraftures, immediately pro-, 
nounced his recovery impoflSble. He re- 
ceived the fatal intelligence yixth as much 
conftancy and courage as it was pofTible 
for a- man, who, but the day before, had re- 
ceived letters from the beloved of his 
'heart, which congratulated him on an ac- 
cefljon of fortune, by which his happinefs 
with her would have been infured. But 
the life of a foldicr bangs by a thread at 
all times. 

After the wounds were drefled, he in- 
treated every one to leave him but me, 
and requefted he might be furniihed with 

materials 
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materials for writing. I fupported hifo 
as well as I could, to enable him to pen 
the laft letter to his beloved. It was an 
arduous tafk, and the agonies of his mind 
bore a full proportion to thofe of his body, 
while he was caking his final leave of all 
he loved in this world. Indeed, naadap, it 
was a fcene tliat wo»uld have melted a ftoic. 
I own myfelf a man of fenfibility, and I 
found it difficult to bear with that necefiary 
firmnefs which ferved a little to fupport 
him. 

When he had finilhed writing, be took 
up a toothpick -cafe, in which was the por- 
trait of his Elwina, and he kifled it fe- 
.veral times. He bleffed and prayed for 
the dear original ; he bleffed ypu too, 
madam, callir^g you his and his loved 
Elwina's true and generous friend* He 
implored Heaven to endu;^ you with 
ftrcngth to comfort and fupport his be- 
loved, whom he muft now leave foreyer ! 
He obliged me to accept his w^tch and 
N 5 fword^ 
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fword, with fome other articles belonging 
to his regimentals ; and particularly rc- 
quefted me to undertake the charge of de- 
livering to you a fmall cabinet he had 
placed all his letters in, and in which, after 
a flood of tears, he depofitcd the pifinrc 
of Elwina; declaring, he had now loft 
fight of every obje6l he wiflied to behold! 
Then with the ytmoft fervor he addrcflfed 
himfelf to that Power which alone dlf- 
penfcs life and death, and with the 
greateft heroifm and patience bore his an- 
guifh, till human nature could fupporthim 
no more. " Death came in an unfriendly 
** hour, when circumftances had arifen to 
** make him more tender of life than he 
" had for fome time been." This was an 
otfervation he made a (hort time before 
his foul took its flight. Gallant, amiabk 
youth ! thy memory will long live in ihc 
minds of thy fellow fbldiers 1 



May Heaven hear the dying prayer of 
the noble-minded Alfred! and may you, 
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madam, be enabled to fpeak words of peace 
to the greatly afflided lady ! You may reft 
afiured, I ihall punfbually obey the dying 
injunction of my lamented friend ; and 
take the fiift opportunity of waiting oa 
you, when 1 return to England, which will 
probably be iii a (hort times as the garrifon 
capitulated this day> ani the troops will 
be fent home as foon as pofllble. 

I have, madam, the honour of being 

Your devoted humble fervaar, 

G. M. 
^e inclofed Letter. 

To my beloved Elwina^ 

DM. A R to my heart as thou haft ever 
been, what anguilh mull I feel 
when I tell you this, my beloved EUvina, 
is the* lad letter you will ever receive from 
the man who adores you. 

Yes, my Elwina, the die is now cafi: — 
our fweet fchcmes are indeed all fruftrated, 
M 6 "^^^ 

i 
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and in the moment too when my too ig- 
norant heart was rejoicing in the blefied 
hope of ibon being united to you for ever. 
But it was fure never defigned by that 
Heaven, which has for wife purpofcs di- 
vided us to all eternity. Alas ! my El- 
wina, ere this reaches your loved hand, 
that of the hopelefs writer will be cold ; 
but while life holds out, it cannot refift 
telling you, thefe lines are diftated by the 
tnieft heart that ever was fenfible of wo- 
man's love. 

We muft part, my Elwina ! The pangs 
I now endure, and which make it diffi- 
cult to tell you £o, inform me but a 
little time will your Alfred be numbered 
with the living. He dies yours. 

I congratulate you, my beloved, with 
my dying hand, on the acceflion of for- 
tune, though your loved Alfred cannot 
fhare it with you. Ah ! how delightful 
were the fcnfation^ which kept me waking 
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the laft night my foul was doomed to pafs 
in this earthly abode ! This independence 
will enable you to live where, ^nd how you 
pleafe.i and if in future times you fhould 
fee any one whom you fhould think wor- 
thy of poflefling a heart Alfred afpired to 
— Oh ! may you be happy ! may his ten- 
dernefs be equal to that which now, and, 
while it beats, will fill my heart, my 
faithful heart ! And for your fake, my El- 
wina, my ever-loved, may his fortune be 
more happy than mine ; cut off in the 
prime of life, when fuch a profpeft was 
opening to my view ! I ftrive to confider 
it in the beft light;— yet^ yet Vis hard. — 

Oh! Elwina, to part with you 1 muft 

not think of it. 

May Heaven endue you with ftrengtb to 
fupport the blow! — for oh ! I well know 
what will be your fufFerings. But, my 
loved angel, we fhall meet hereafter. 
Heaven will blefs us at the.lsift ! 
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My dying breath blefles and prays for 
you. Maria ! dear, valuable friend, confole 
my Elwina i teach her to bear with for- 
titude this inevitable ftroke.-*-! can no 
more > the pangs of death prefs clofe upon 
me. May Heaven fliower its bleflings on 
you, my loved Elwina ! Dcareft beloved 
Elwina, adieu for ever ! 



Here ends the correfpondence of two of 
the mod faithful and moft unfortunate of 
lovers* 

What a talk for me, the poor forlorn 
Maria, to pour the balm of confolation on 
the wounds of the afBi&ed Elwina t 

While I was weeping over the fad ac- 
count, and diftrafted with the idea of be- 
holding and informing my beloved friend 
of the dreadful news, a iervant from her 
father's came t©me, begging me tohaften 
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to his young lady^ who^ he feared^ was 

dying. 

I fiew thither in all hafte^ and found her 
juft recovering from a fit> into which flic 
had been thrown by the brutality of her 
brother. He had not fpoken to her for 
fume months ; but this morning, with an 
air of triumph, he gave her the Gazette to 
read, in which was the lift of the killed and 
wounded at Minorca. Yes, Clodio I you 
meant to deftroy her — and your evil pur- 
pofe was effeded ! 

" Take me from this houfe,'* fhe faid 
to mc as foon as flie recovered her fpeech; 
'^ I conjure you, my Maria, take mc from 
«* this houfe.'* There was a tremendous 
wildnefs in her eyes, and I told her mo- 
ther ftie muft anfwcr for the confequences, 
unlcfs fhe was indulged. She was carried 
down as foon as the carriage could be 
got ready ; and 1 fupportcd her weep- 
ing, but unable to fpeak to her. WhcH 

(he 

i 
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She was in my room, to which flie wai 
conveyed, as foon as I could get her to 
my father's, (he threw her arms round me, 
and faid, " Now I can breathe better. — 
<« They have killed him at laft ; but no 
^< matter, they cannot part us : we fliall 
<« yet meet/' 

I had fcnt for ^ furgeon, who bled her, 
and (he was put to bed : fhe talkpd a 
igood deal, but wandered very much ; to- 
wards the middle of the night (he grew 
more compofed ; that is, more rationally 
fenfibleof her lofs, which fhe now deplored 
in fuch moving accents as tore my heart- 
firings to hear her; I knelt by her bed- 
fide, and could only unite my tears with 
hers, as my grief opprefled me too much* 
-for utterance ; unable as I was to fpeak a 
word of comfort to her. Indeed, the ut- 
moft ftretch of reafon could not fuggeft 
any to the forlorn unhappy Elwina. She 
never clofed her eyes the whole night, and 
^fjjSf the morning diCcovered very ftrong 
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fymptoms of a high fever j yet not the 
leaft delirium. After many painful efForts 
fhe accompliftied the reading of his laft 
dying letter 5 and the agonies this talk coft 
her arc not to be defcribed. If any one 
has been in the fame deplorable fituatlon^ 
and has had ftrength to furvive it, they, 
and they only, can form an idea of her im« 
pafTioned anguifh. 

In the morning her mother fent to in* 
quire after her health: the mefTage was 
brought up ftairs ; (he was greatly agi- 
tated by it. *« I hope (he will not cpmfe 
" to fee me yet/' (he faid. I a(rured her 
this houfc was her's, and (he fliould fee no 
one whom ftie wiflied not to receive. She 
thanked me with the moft grateful acknow* 
ledgments. '* You are now my only 
*^ friend," faid (he, ** my only comforter 5 
^' My bleflfed Alfred bade you comfort 
«' me ; and I know you would obey him 
^' if you could j but, alas ! you weep too 

*^ much to find words. And, oh ! Maria^ 

u 
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'* in what words, or what language could 
" you fpcak comfort to fuch a wretch as 
" mc ? Yes, there are fome words of 
" confolation too s Come unto me all ye who 
" are heavy laden, and I will give you reft. 
«* In the tomb I flial'l be fhortly laid, I 
«« (hall have reft— but on earth, never— 
*< no never 1" 

At her requefl: I fent for a gentleman in 
the neighbourhood who was in the law» I 
begged her not to give way to refentment 
in the difpofal of her fortune. She alTured 
me (he would not. «« Why fliould I rcfent 
«* their cruelty ?" (he faid j " by their means 
•* I (hall fooner join my heart's treafurc. 
** Oh ! how natural it is to wilh to be where 
** one's trcafure is laid up. I will not, how- 
<^ ever, be didtatcd to in the difpofition of 
^' my fortune* My fiimily have enough 5 
^* too much perhaps, as it has made them 
<< proud of heart, as I once faid my be- 
*' loved Alfred was. None of them want 

** what 
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" what I have a right to give to whom I 
*^ pleafe.'' 

She chofe to be alone with the lawyer, 
and (he converfed with him fome time, till 
the perfons were wanted to witnefs her wilU 
Her head was perfcdHy clear. Alaa I ftiC 
too fenfibly fclc her forrows* 

When Mr L. was gone, (he prcflcd my 
hand, and told me (he had held her pen to 
fign her name for thetaft time : ^^ And oh t 
<* my bcft, my now only remaining friend 1" 
(he faid, << may time foften the aiBiftion I 
** know you will feci at my departure. I 
^< know what it is to have loft the deareft 
<* of all friends, but I (hall foon he united 
" to him. Heaven takes compafliortF-'oa 
*^ my (dying as I hope I am, I will fay) 
^' unmerited fufFerings, and it will reunite 
*' me to my foul's beloved/' 

In the afternoon her mother came, and 
begged to fee her. She calmly faid fhe had 

now 
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now no refcntment, and (hould be glad to 
did in peace with her father and mother.— 
The interview was awful and affedting ; 
but how vain now all their kindnefs^ and 
fond expreflions 1 Had they been employed 
fome months fooner^ my lovely friend 
might have ftill been reckoned among the 
happy on earth. Elwina fppke with fo 
much compofure, that her mother enter- 
tained hopes of her recovery^ ^nd fur- 
mounting her grief. On her faying it 
Ihould be the future bufineft of her life to 
make her as bapp>^ as pofllble^ Elwina 
fiiook her head, and faid^ — <^ Profeflions 
" arc too late. They might once have 
*• anfwere^i the purpofc of deceiving me^ 

*« but now they lofe their effeft." 

• ■ • 

Her father came in the evening, and 
with a flood of tears bewailed his wretch- 
cdnefs, in being one of the inftruments of 
hurrying fq lovely, and once fo dutiful a 
child to the grave. She fweetly ftrove to 
reconcile him to himfelf, and declared how 

freely 
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freely Ihe forgave every one, and hoped for 
their forgivenefs, and bleffing likewife; 
but when iirged to fee her brother, flie 
turned quickly to me — ** Maria," fhe faid 
earneftly, '* did you not promife me I 
*« fliould fee no one but fuch as I chofe 
*^ myfelf ?" I repeated what I had pro- 
mifed: "Then," faid (he, ** if my life was to 
*« be extended to ages, I would never 
^' more behold him. — I forgive him ; but 
"never^ never fhall my eyes view him 
" more. I hope,'* flie continued, " a 
*^ very few days will conclude a life that 
** he has contributed to embitter, as well 
^* as fliorten— Let me not be difturbed 
*' by hearing his name mentioned." 

I told her her mother conceived hopes 
of her recovery, becaufe ihe had not talk- 
ed 6f her Alfred. *' Why fhould I fpeak 
<« of him to thofe who have not hearts 
^* to fympathife with me ?" fhe anfwered, 
*'. No, it would be profaning his name to 
*f mention it to thofe who accelerated his 

" death. 
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" death. But I forgive them ^ I amfintk 
•' did fo likcwifc/' 

Her fever returned that night with 
greater violence than ever; and indeed her 
frame had been fo Ihattered, forihehad 
not recovered her (ymptoms of a decline, 
that there was little chance of her furviv- 
ing fo Icvere a blow, l^^ature and youth 
ftniggled a little ; but they foon gave way; 
and, on the third day, my Elwina's chafte 
and lovely fpirit joined her Alfred's. 

I found myfelf her fole heir. The pre- 
amble to her will, though free from acrimo- 
ny, was fteadily per fevering in alienating her 
property from htr family, and Qie gave her 
reafonsfor fuch a meafure. At her requcft, 
I buried her clofe to the mother of her be- 
loved Alfred. And as the neighbourhood of 

H had now loft its only charm, and I 

fell into an ill ftate of health, my father 

com- 



FOR FATHERS. aSy 

complied iwith my dcfire of palfing feme 
tnoiulis on the Continent. His decline 
iflg years and health prolonged my ftay 
near two years, and I paid my laft duty 
there to my honoured parent. On my re- 
turn to England, I found Clodio had 
thrown out many farcafms againft me, 
which I treated with the filent contempt 
fuch meannefs deferved. But when he 
dared to caft bafe refleftions on the memo- 
ry of the beloved Elwina, my refentment 
was roufed. I refolved the world fhould 
judge of the reafons which induced El- 
wina to withdraw herfelf from her family. 
I copied all the letters which had fallen into 
my hands by the lamented deaths of thtfe 
amiable lovers. I had partly agreed to 
publifli them ; but the fear of the world's 
treating them as only a common tale, de- 
terred me for (bme time ; but frefli infult 
has called for frelh refentment j and, to re- 
fute the tongue of malice, thefe letters and 
memoirs arc laid before the tribunal of the 
6 public i 
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public; and they willi^g^veto f|^jv^:&nio« 
numenc for two unfortuaate ^taytil^ii^li^c 
heans of all thofe who are endued ^^ 
icnfibility,. % 
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